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You may have noticed that over recent Newsletter
editions, I have written about topics of general
interest rather than on 'usual' PC matters. However,
as this will be my last 'Chat' (at least for the current
election year), it seemed more appropriate to
concentrate on the latter and what your parish
council is up to?

It is a time of change for our Parish Clerk. Sadly,
Natasha Mackenzie, is leaving us this month after
eight years. Natasha has been a huge support to the
council over this time, not only carrying out her
normal duties but also promoting and participating
in events with commitment and enthusiasm. She has
been a pleasure to work alongside and we shall miss
her cheerful smile! Our very best wishes go to
Natasha for her future. We are delighted to welcome
Natasha's successor, Melissa Edmunds who narrowly
pipped a number of excellent candidates to the post.
(Interviews proved a very challenging process!)
Melissa already shows her enthusiasm for the task
ahead and has carried out a number of training
sessions so I am sure she will be an excellent addition
to our team.

Verge Protection has been a subject of ongoing
discussions and sometimes concern? Why are our
verges significant and why should they be
protected? Essentially, within the New Forest they
provide grazing for commoners' livestock, they are
home to the ecology of rare and declining plant
species but in my view, the most important factor is
that the verges contribute to the landscape and
aesthetic appearance of the area where we live and
enjoy? Damaged and gravel covered verges look
unsightly. Most of the verges within are parish are
owned by the parish council and we have a duty to
maintain them under a management agreement
with Natural England. A detailed scheme is being
prepared between Moyles Court and South Gorley
not only to repair and replace existing protection
measures but also to provide new ditch and bank or
dragon's teeth where appropriate. All householders
will be given further detailed information on this but
do bring your thoughts and comments to the Annual
Meeting.

Many of you will have noticed the current verge
protection scheme at Linwood being carried up by
Hampshire County Council and the Forestry
Commission. Sadly neither we nor residents were
consulted on this nor given much prior warning.
Fortunately, we have a group of local residents
concerned with their environment and the safety of
others and, rather than just talk about it, have been
prepared to take some action. As a result the works
have been halted to enable HCC to carry out a safety
audit and discuss other concerns about the scheme.

One of our recurring problems which comes up at
every council meeting are issues concerning the
state of our roads usually relating to the potholes,
bad signage and speeding. Essentially these are
matters concerning the Highways department and
we can and do report problems immediately when
they come to our attention. Lack of resources is not

only a Hampshire problem but nationwide too. We
are trying to do our bit and have become involved
with a new scheme - the Community Funded
Initiative which are works not deemed to be a
priority for HCC funding, usually relating to safety
issues of community concern - such as road
markings, traffic calming and village signage. On the
face of it, one might wonder why the parishes should
pay for works that are normally allotted to a County
level? However, it is a means of 'getting the job done'
and carried out by Hampshire contractors but at a
reduced cost to ourselves. Further details of this
scheme will be explained at the forthcoming Annual
Meeting.

Some residents are concerned about the proposed
housing development in Snails Lane. You will also
have noticed a prominent Action Group
spearheaded by residents in that area but may be
wondering what the Parish Council is 'doing' about
it? Essentially we have not yet discussed the
planning application at committee as no EIA
(Environmental Impact Assessment) has been
submitted by the applicants and hence, the
application is incomplete. When we do discuss the
matter, it will be on the agenda so keep an eye on
the notice boards for more information and if you
wish to take part in the debate.

Election time is upon us! We do have one or two
vacancies on the Parish Council which could be co-
opted after the closing date for nominations. Please
reflect if you feel you can make a positive
contribution to the local community - you would be
sure to receive a warm welcome!

I seem to have barely covered a fraction of what we,
as a local council, get involved in. Come and hear
more on the 23rd April at the Annual Parish Meeting
in Ibsley Village Hall but in the meantime, I wish you
all a very happy Easter holiday period.
(Contrary to my normal Chat, I've managed to get
through the article without mentioning the weather!
It's glorious, isn't it?)
Lindsay Burtenshaw - Chairman

The Southern Counties
Heavy Horse Association
Spring Working
HARBRIDGE FARM, entrance off Kent Lane
Harbridge.
Sunday 14th April 2019 from 10.30

● Heavy Horses working the land
● Wagon Rides
● Displays Ridden and Driven
● Refreshments
● Free parking

ADULTS £6  OAPs £5 SCHHA members and
children under 16 FREE.
Further details and Trade Stands
info@southerncountiesheavyhorseassociation.c
o.uk

DOGS WELCOME BUT MUST BE ON A LEAD
AT ALL TIMES.

Several residents in the parish have recently
received a letter from an American social network
company called Nextdoor. The letters have been
signed using the same name as someone living
nearby and encourage recipients to register and
join the online network using a ‘time-limited’
access code. Needless to say, none of the residents
with the names that have been used know anything
about the scheme, and to carry out the registration
requires handing over a lot of personal data.

Reviews of the Nextdoor operation are for the most
part less than complimentary, and as nothing in life
is really “free”, it’s likely that data harvested is
traded with third parties. The Parish Council has
been asked if it endorses this social network
promotion - the answer is most definitely NO! The
advice is to bin these letters if you get them.

Spring Clean
Our New Forest Spring Clean event was held on 30
March, in much better weather than the previous
year’s snowy event.  Around 15 councillors and
residents turned out and over 100lbs of litter was
collected.  Any kind of litter is bad but sadly much
of what was found was bagged dog poo. Given the
long life of plastic bags and the health hazards of
dog faeces littering of this kind is disgraceful and a
worrying reflection on some dog walkers.  Thanks
to everyone who turned out to help clean up the
parish, and those who have held their own litter
picks.



Diary Dates
Our Annual Parish Meeting will be held on
Tuesday 23rd April, starting at 7.30pm in
Ibsley Village Hall.  All are welcome to come
along to hear our Chairman’s Annual Report,
from our Guest Speaker Lyndsey Stride
talking about ‘Commoning, its culture and
consequences’, and raise any questions in
the Open Forum.  The usual drinks and
nibbles will be served immediately after the
meeting.

If you haven’t already expressed an interest
in being part of the Community Group to act
as guardians of the red kiosk on the corner
of New Road in Mockbeggar, it’s not too
late!  The kiosk houses a defibrillator
supplied by the Community Heartbeat Trust
via SSE and is an important asset to have in
this community.  Come along on Friday 17th
May at 10am to find out more about it and
how to get involved.

The Ellingham & Ringwood Agricultural
Show will be held in the beautiful grounds of
the Somerley Estate on Saturday 10th
August, and the Parish Council have already
booked the usual stand L4.  Pop by for a chat
and a glass of wine or orange juice during
our lunchtime drinks reception between 12-
1pm.

It is difficult to set a date for the Annual
Ragwort Pull & Litter Pick on the parish
council’s verge this early in the year, so keep
any eye on our website and noticeboards for
when it will be held.  It is usually end of June
or early July.

We are thrilled to invite residents to a ‘Walk
& Talk’ with the wonderful author Clive
Chatters on a Saturday morning in
September (date to be confirmed)  The
event’s aim is to help residents look more
closely at the remarkable flora that makes up
our local verges and to understand that they
are so much more than the edge of the road
or just a bit of rough grass....something to be
proud of and treasured for their uniqueness.

Dodington Trust
The Parish Council as trustees of the 450
year old Dodington Charity were pleased to
award £400 to local Blashford girl Annie
Frederick in February, to help her buy
textbooks in order to complete her dissertation
whilst studying her MSc in Sport and Exercise
Physiology at Leeds Beckett University.

Annie says “I am very grateful to receive
support from the Dodington Charity, whilst I’m
in further education. This money will really
help me to purchase books, apps, and
equipment to complete my course to the very
best of my ability. Education is a privilege,
thank you for supporting me.”

The charity’s aim in to support children and
young adults with support for their studies or
apprenticeships, be it tools, books, electronic
equipment. Applications to the charity are
welcomed at any time throughout the year,
please apply in writing to the Parish Clerk.

…and it’s goodbye
from Natasha
After 192 committee meetings and countless site
visits (which amount to around two thirds of a year
if working 24/7!), it is time for this Parish Clerk to
bid a very fond farewell.  I have thoroughly enjoyed
my time as clerk, and learnt an enormous amount
about our wonderful parish of Ellingham, Harbridge
& Ibsley.  Being more of a townie, my knowledge
was largely limited to the excellent pubs and the
beautiful walks on Rockford, Ibsley and Linford!  I
now have a great knowledge of who owns what
land, why the specially protected verges are so
important, and what makes the parish so special.  I
am in awe of the passion of the volunteer
councillors who spend countless hours on parish
council business through attending meetings,
liaising with representatives of local organisations
and reading my many emails!  Without this
dedicated team, it would be a very different
community indeed.  Treasure them!  Natasha

Cycling Events
Our beautiful parish sees many non-competitive
cycling events (sportives) throughout the year,
please see the below dates of the events we know
about.

● Sat 13th & Sun 14th April
● Ringwood Triathlon - 28th April
● Race New Forest , Forestman - 26th

May 2019
● New Forest Triathlon - 2nd June 2019
● New Forest Triathlon - 1st September

2019
● New Forest Sportive - 14th and 15th

September 2019
● UK Cycling Events – Brewin Dolphin

New Forest Summer Sportive’
scheduled for 29 June 2019

IDH Society
If you are new to
our parish you may
not have heard of
the Ibsley and
District
Horticultural
Society which has
monthly meetings
held in the Ibsley Village Hall. These
meetings are both educational and
sociable with various speakers covering
a wide range of topics and for very little
cost!

The club holds a plant sale in May and a
show in September and we also try to do
various 'outings' each year. We are
always looking for new members to
welcome to our meetings and would
especially be pleased to encourage more
people, young and younger still to enter
into the spirit of show-time! This covers
something for all; Photography, Home
produce, Fruit, Vegetables and Flower
arranging. The main thing to remember
is that the show is open to all to
participate – you don't have to be a
member of the club; so even if you don't
want to attend our monthly gatherings
you can still try and win our cups and
trophies!!

If however you think you might like to
come and see just what we get up to
join us on the last Thursday of every
month at 7.30 pm at Ibsley Village Hall
and we will make you very welcome.

Introducing Melissa
I am really looking forward to taking up the
role of Parish Clerk for Ellingham, Harbridge
& Ibsley Parish Council.  I live locally in
Ringwood for the past 13 years with my
husband and two teenage children who have
gone to the local schools and clubs.     I have
had a varied career working in education, 8
years for South Wales Police, within my own
family business and in property
management.   I am passionate about my
local community and enjoy all things about
this beautiful part of the country regularly
walking with my friends, family and two
dogs.  I have had the pleasure of working for
the last few weeks with Natasha, having an in
depth tour of the Parish, getting an
introduction to the work of the Clerk and the
volunteer Parish Councillors and the many
organisations and local bodies that the Parish
works alongside and am looking forward to
starting work for the Parish.

Melissa Edmunds - Clerk


