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WJP 2012

Walk 27

HYDE, DORRIDGE HILL,
FURZE HILL and

GORLEY COMMON

A 5½ km (3½ miles) walk
over undulating countryside

taking about 1½ hours.

Park and start on the gravel
area opposite Hyde School

(Grid Ref. 168124).

Maps:
Landranger 195

Outdoor Leisure 22

Published by Ringwood & Fordingbridge Footpath Society
who accept no responsibility for the content of this leaflet
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Face the school and head towards the

left hand comer of the railings at which point
leave  the  road  and  follow  the  line  of  the
hedge  to  the  left  (fingerposted).   At  the
hedge  end  turn  right  and  carry  straight  on
past  a  barrier  to  a  rough  track  ahead.   In
about  100m  cross  a  tarmac  road  on  to
another  rough  road.   Follow  this  until  it
merges into a metalled road and bear left for
50m to the corner.

Head to the left of the electricity pole
and  take  the  path  which  wends  gently
downhill bearing left where it branches until
it becomes wider and steeper (Tucks Hole).
At  the  bottom of  this  track  cross  both  the
footbridge and the road on to another grassy
bridleway.  At the top of this turn right at the
hedge and take the track around the base of
Dorridge Hill to emerge at a gravel track.

Turn right and proceed downhill until
reaching a  culvert  (where  the  track swings
right),  continue  straight  ahead  through  a
wide gap in the bushes on to a green. Turn
left and in about 20m reach a metalled road.
Turn  left  and  continue  along  it  uphill
between the houses.  At the last house on the
right, turn right and follow its line of hedge
for 40m. At this  point there is  a  choice of
routes.

High Level Route

Head  half  left  across  the  grass
towards  a   clump of  bushes  and  a  clearly
defined path which heads uphill to a clump
of pines (Robin Hoods Butt).  Pause awhile
to  get  your  breath  and  admire  the  view

before continuing to the right along the ridge
path.  In about 400m (1/4  mile) stop by an
electricity pole immediately at the side of the
path (left).  Turn right and walk 10m towards
a  row  of  trees  along  a  hedgerow  with
post/wire fencing, then bear right and keep
the  fence  on  your  left  as  the  track  heads
downhill  until  it  ends  at  a  boardwalk  and
stile. 

Low Level Route

Having  turned  right  at  the  comer
follow the line of the fence straight ahead for
about 100m, pass to the left of a field gate
and just before a group of 4 silver birch trees,
bear  left  on to  a  narrow path  which  heads
along  the  bottom  of  the  high  ground  but
above  the  level  of  the  boggy  area.   After
some distance  this  curls  round to  the  right
but remains at a low level.  Keep on until it
enters trees with a house visible ahead.  At its
hedge turn right and exit at a stile.

To continue:

Negotiate  the  stile  (or  gate)  and
emerge on to a field, turn left and follow the
hedge downhill to a kissing gate and onto a
metal  roadway.  Turn right and at the main
road turn left.  In about 100m, on the right,
negotiate a stile and cross the adjoining field
to  a  footbridge  over  Hucklesbrook,  and  a
further field and stiles to emerge uphill at a
rough gravel road.

Cross  the  road,  bearing  left,  then
right  parallel  to  the  line  of  fencing around
Gorley  Firs  as  it  leads  uphill  on  a  gravel

track  to  Gorley  Common.  A  clearly
defined  track,  initially  bearing  right,
crosses the common (once the site  of a
race course) dipping down to the level of
old gravel workings.

About  300m  after  the  dip  bear
right (note clump of birch to your right)
and head to the edge of the plateau.  As
the path swings left  note  the view over
the valley on your right.  Carry on until
emerging by a  car parking area and the
comer  which  you  passed  in  the  early
stages  of  the  walk.   You  now  have  a
choice  of  two  routes  back  to  the  start
point.

The  simplest,  but  less  scenic
route, is to walk along the road from the
comer past the Garden Centre and cross
the road until reaching the school.

The  alternative  is  to  retrace  the
route  in  reverse  which  led  you  to  the
corner in the early stages of this walk. 
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