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As always, I'm looking for inspiration for my 'chairman's chat'.
Some of you perhaps may say I should write about Parish Council
matters to bring you up to date on the myriad of issues we deal
with through the year but there again, the minutes of all our
meetings are available for all to see and indeed the Clerk has
managed to highlight some of our achievements over the last year
which have been numerous. There are always the problems and
contentious matters to deal with but such is the nature of a parish
council?

At the time of writing, we are in the period of Advent which
although of significance to the Christian church, also seems to bear
relevance to us all? Advent is a time of waiting, preparation and
hoping before the joyful time of Christmas and the four advent
candles (for the 4 Sundays before Christmas) representing hope,
peace, love and joy are lighting the path towards that celebration.
It is my sincere wish to all our residents that we all find those
elements of life within our goodwill towards our families, our
friends and our neighbours and those in need at this time of year
and grateful thanks too, to all our residents for your support,
encouragement and constructive criticism where required!

I would like to take this opportunity of thanking all my fellow
Councillors and the Clerk for their immense contributions
throughout the last year in ensuring that our parish council deals
effectively with our residents' concerns and problems.

Finally to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year.

Lindsay Burtenshaw - Chairman

In 2018 we……..
As 2018 is drawing to a close, it seems a suitable time to
reflect on a few matters the Parish Council has been
involved in….

● We organised a snowy litter pick starting in the
three Forestry Commission car parks, collecting
45kg of litter.

● We organised a first aid course in Ibsley Village Hall
for local residents.

● We secured an annual donation to the Dodington
Trust charity of £500 per annum from Away Resorts.

● We installed a bench overlooking Mockbeggar Lakes
from Rockford Common.

● We didn’t pull ragwort as it was such a hot and dry
summer!

● We purchased our own Tommy to commemorate
the First World War’s Centenary – sited near
Hockey’s Farm Shop.

● We awarded £1,650 of grant funds to local
organisations.

● We hired a contractor to dig the ditches in South
Gorley and Mockbeggar to help alleviate potential
flooding.

● We committed to spend funds on a variety of
schemes including village name signage, road
signage and markings to help improve vehicle,
pedestrian and forest stock safety over two
locations -  Ellingham Drove in Blashford and
Linwood.

● We considered over 70 planning and tree works
applications in the parish.

Barriers
We promise we are still working hard with SSE at Moyles Court ford to get the
essential repairs carried out to the underground electric cable, however the
Environment Agency has raised a few concerns.  Hopefully it won’t be too
long until those unsightly barriers will be removed!

Tommy
Our very own Tommy
spent an enjoyable
evening at Brooklands
Farm for the Roaring
Forties event held
back in August, and
now he is residing on
the wall of the public
air raid shelter on
Gorley Road near Hockey’s Farm Shop.  It has been
a poignant anniversary this year with many
thoughtfully organised events throughout the
country.

Carols
Hyde Band will be performing a selection of Christmas
carols at Hockey’s Farm Shop, Friday 21st December at
6:30, singing along is most welcome and encouraged. It
was a lovely evening last year.
Mince pies and mulled wine will be served. And... the man
himself...Father Christmas will be arriving at Hockey’s on
Saturday 22nd in the morning. Come and say hello.



Blashford Lakes  - important projects
Perhaps you don’t visit that often but there is no doubt Blashford Lakes Nature
Reserve is a real asset to our community.

The unique mix of habitats at the Wildlife Trust nature reserve is home to a range
of wildlife from kingfishers and otters to the famous great white egret, Walter.
Soon, visitors will be able to enjoy looking for, and learning about, iconic wildlife
and more besides from new and much improved facilities.

Funding from Veolia Environment Trust, with community support will enable
renovation of parts of the reserve to make it even more welcoming for people and wildlife.

Work on a number of changes will hopefully begin in the New Year – this is what is in store…

• A brand new bird hide – this will be a much bigger, more flexible space overlooking Ibsley Water than the
existing Tern Hide it replaces. The new hide will have a green roof and will provide panoramic views so you can
get the best look at the lakes’ wonderful wildlife.

• A second pond and a new sensory garden – these additions will provide
new habitat for wildlife and more accessible pond dipping areas for visiting
groups of children and adults.

• A welcome hut and more seating – a new welcome hut will be manned
by volunteers who will greet visitors and answer questions about the
wildlife. There will be more seating and picnic tables.

• A new wildlife discovery trail and improved signage – A new discovery
trail with beautiful willow sculptures and chainsaw carvings for visitors to
enjoy. New and improved signs will guide visitors and provide more
information about the reserve’s wildlife.

• A new elevated viewpoint – this will be beside the main car park to give panoramic views across Ibsley Water,
ideal for viewing starling murmurations and other gatherings of birds.

Your Parish Council supports the improvements to Blashford Lakes; it is a special place and we hope the new
developments will help more people experience to appreciate the wonderful wildlife on our doorstep.

You can donate online at www.hiwwt.org.uk/donate or call 01489 774 400 to donate over the phone.

The Blashford Lakes Project is a partnership between Bournemouth Water, New Forest District Council and
Wessex Water. The reserve is managed by Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust, a charity that aims to protect
local wildlife and inspire people. For information on upcoming events visit their website: www.hiwwt.org.uk or

Linford Bottom
If you enjoy walking around Linford Bottom you’ll soon notice workers beginning a scrub clearance project. The Forestry
Commission is undertaking this work as part of a scheme for maintaining the balance of open ‘Lawn’ and scrub. Over the past
few decades the balance between scrub and ‘lawn’ has become biased towards the scrub element and hence the need for
clearance work.

It isn’t that scrub is a bad thing, in fact it is valuable habitat and large areas of younger scrub will be retained. A few trees will
also be removed because of the way that trees can, in time suppress scrub and proper ‘Forest Lawn’ due to blocking light. The
trees such as Oaks and Hollies that have become significant in the landscape will be retained. In time the scrub will return, it’s
a dynamic system and will need to be revisited in another 10 or 20 years.

The scrub is not being removed in straight edged blocks but in irregular shapes to maintain an extensive ‘edge effect’ that is
so beneficial to a diversity of wildlife. Although the process will look rather dramatic in the short term it will very quickly ‘heal’



Harbridge Drove
The Parish Council has received many complaints from residents in our
parish, and also neighbouring Alderholt parish, this year in relation to this
road.

Complaints are regarding:-
- the appalling condition of this road as the continual over-running of
the verges has resulted in parts having deep drop-offs;
- the large number heavy goods vehicles travelling to and from Hamer
Warren and Bleak Hill quarries and many parts of the road are not wide
enough for two to pass one another;
- the traffic speed on this and other rural lanes in this area.

Additionally, there is real concern that East Dorset is planning to substantially
increase the size of Alderholt by a further 1000 houses.  East Dorset says
steps will be taken to attract local employment this is unrealistic as the
reality the majority of the residents will work outside Alderholt using the
existing highways and byways, especially Harbridge Drove, which already
carries a heavy volume of traffic commuting to employment in Bournemouth.
Please get in touch with the clerk with your views.

Blashford Bus Shelter
The Parish Council are very aware this structure is long overdue being
reinstalled following it being wiped out in a road traffic accident, and this has
been due to negotiation with HCC Highways to ensure the siting doesn’t
affect the highway visibility, delays with the contractor and ensuring the
concrete base is sufficient for re-use.

I am pleased to advise the contractor has scheduled the work in for January,
and the new open-sided design will allow users to stay dry whilst looking for
the oncoming bus!

Phil
Marshall
1961-2018
It is with great sadness that
on Friday 12 October we
said goodbye to are dear
friend, mentor and
previous Countryside Manager Phil Marshal.

Phil worked for the Trust from 1987-2012 starting at the time of the
great storm. Phil made a significant contribution to landscape and
wildlife in our area. He was incredibly lively and engaging, but
everything he did was rooted in solid scientific and environmental
understanding, and it has had long-lasting effects on our local
countryside.

When Phil first started work with the National Trust, the department
was only 2 foresters strong and he became the first and only warden for
the Mottisfont portfolio. By the time Phil had left the NT to continue his
work on the Broadlands Estate in 2012 the department was 9 strong
with a plethora of new acquisitions to care for.

Phil played a significant role in securing two of our most major NT
acquisitions in the New Forest. The purchase of Rockford and Ibsley
commons in 1999 and of Foxbury plantation in 2006. Phil played a
pivotal role in these acquisitions which required significant insight, work
load, and would never have been possible without a clear and visionary
approach to conservation.

He had bold ambitions in Foxbury; to restore the area to heathland and
deciduous woodland. With large scale tree planting schemes and a huge
array of conservation management work which has since been put into
place with significant success.

Phil was seen as a guardian of Mottisfont, championing the
transformation of the Mottisfont fishery into a flagship project for the
Trust. A lynchpin of the partnership between National Trust and
Mottisfont Fly- Fishing Club – a partnership that continues to this day.
Phil was someone with a great zest for life, a playful approach that
belied the seriousness of his achievements; he will be very much missed.
His former colleagues at the National Trust will work hard to ensure that
the legacy Phil leaves behind will continue to flourish into the future.

Top 25 UK
We were so thrilled to have
reached the top 25 of over 550
small business in the UK.

A wonderful achievement
which could not have
happened had if not been for
the support we receive from
our locals and tourists too.
Thank you everyone, a perfect
way to celebrate our 5th
anniversary at Hockey’s.

Laura, Jonny, Anne, Robin, and
all the staff.

What garden waste is it OK to
dump onto the open Forest?
I think we all resent the way people throw cans, bags other litter onto
the Forest, there’s no excuse. Yet some residents see the ‘Forest’
outside their garden gate as a dumping ground for all manner of
waste. Stones, lawn mowings, peelings, hedge trimmings, spare earth,
pond dredgings, broken pots, old wire…the list goes on. So which of
these is it permissible to dump? - I think we all know the
answer……..NONE of them.

There is no excuse for dumping your waste onto the Forest. The
Ponies and Forest stock do no want or need your potato peelings and
they certainly should not eat lawn mowings (can cause bloat) or hedge
prunings (may be toxic). There is also potential for the introduction of
non-native species into the Forest environment.

The Moyles Court Oak
One of the oldest and largest living things in our Parish, the Moyles
Court Oak is a landmark feature that has been around for hundreds of
years.
You may have noticed that it has started to look rather unhappy of
late and this very dry Summer did it
no favours. The tree has been well
known to lovers of the Forest for
centuries and has been measured to
check it’s ranking amongst the Forest
greats. It is of slightly smaller girth
than the Knightwood Oak but appears
to have been growing more slowly so
may in fact be older. Around 100 years
ago Heywood Sumner remarked that
the Oak appeared to be failing and yet
today it is still alive and we hope will
be back to better health in 2019.

It was probably a mature specimen
back in the days when Dame Alice
Lisle, of Moyles Court, was beheaded
in September 1685 at Winchester. In
1990 it was 22ft 9 inches in girth… time to measure it again.



Hillydown
Right on the edge of Ibsley Common lies Hillydown Farm where Fiona and
Kevin Gover run their single suckled beef herd. At any one time they have in
the region of 40 cows and calves of a variety of ages, colours and sizes. Every
afternoon you can see the whole
herd out grazing the heathland
doing their bit for the
management of this precious New
Forest habitat.

This kind of meat production is
about as environment friendly as
you can get. It is sustainable, local,
traditional, low impact and the
grazing done by the stock is part of
what makes the New Forest so special.

Fiona: “It is very satisfying to see our happy herd heading out onto the
Common every day. I know every one of
them and their family history at Hillydown. It
would be a thrill to see more of our beef
being consumed locally as I believe strongly
that local is best for the environment and for
community”.

The life of the Hillydown Herd is close to
nature, the Cows are serviced by an
Aberdeen Angus bull who comes along to the
farm on his Summer holiday and the calves
live with their mums until they are weaned at
about 10 months. As well as food from the
Common the herd gets some extra nutrition
from farm-made haylage. The Govers can guarantee their beef is free from
GM, the stock are grass fed and no concentrates are used – the slaughter is not
Halal. Fiona and Kevin have been producing homebred, grass reared Aberdeen
Angus beef since 2004 and Hillydown Beef has been available since 2011.

Although much of the Hillydown beef ends up at Waitrose there is a limited
availability of professionally butchered meat direct from the farm and Fiona
supplies ‘beef boxes’ containing a selection of quality cuts offering variety and
true New Forest flavour…

You can contact Fiona on 07811515317
email her: fiona.gover@gmail.com

Animal silhouettes
The Parish Council is working hard with the National Park Authority to
host the animal silhouettes in our parish to promote the need to slow
down on the forest roads.  Finding a location agreeable to all parties is
tricky but we won’t give up!  Do send the clerk your photo of them when
you see them in the forest.

Blog: Animal accidents: a commoner’s story
PUBLISHED ON: 31 OCTOBER 2018:

Early on a dark October morning two years ago commoner James Young’s
phone lit up with an incoming call.  A glance at the screen revealed the
number of an Agister, whose job it is to oversee New Forest livestock.
‘It was a gut wrenching moment,’ said James.  ‘When you get that call
from an Agister, usually first thing in the morning, it’s a sign something
bad has happened.’
James’ beloved 21-year-old New Forest pony Brock Brocade had been hit
by a vehicle the evening before and left to suffer overnight with two
broken legs.
‘She was found early on the Friday morning by the side of the road. Both
her back legs were broken and we had to have her put out of her agony,’
he said.
Two years on, you can see the pain and upset remains. Brock Brocade
was a much-loved pony from a long line of pure bred New Forest ponies.
He said: ‘I could see immediately when she was born that she was a
really nice pony. She is descended from the original ponies our family
bred in the 19th century. Our herd is believed to be the oldest one still
running out in the Forest.
‘Brock Brocade was born out on the Forest but brought in to our stables
to have a successful career as a show pony, winning several prizes. As she
got older she just didn’t seem happy in the field anymore so we let her
out onto the Open Forest again.’
But this was to be no happy retirement. That fateful October morning
came after just two happy summers running free in the Forest.
‘I realise that accidents do happen but for someone to hit an animal and
leave it to suffer for many hours is unacceptable. A simple phone call
would have saved her many hours of pain,’ said James.
‘When it’s an animal you have become fond of then it’s very difficult.’
Last year there were 56 animal road deaths in the New Forest. Each
animal is owned by a commoner and each incident causes pain and
upset, just as the death of Brock Brocade did for James.
Road deaths are most likely in winter, especially after the clocks go back
and the evenings become darker, and they are mainly caused by local
drivers.
That is why a new campaign has been launched to raise awareness of the
risks. Near-life-size silhouettes of Forest animals displaying the number
of deaths will tour local towns and villages this winter, taking the
message to where commuters live.
James is backing the campaign, and said; ‘I think the use of the
silhouettes with the numbers is effective. It’s good to see organisations
coming together to promote the issue. When the clocks change it is
traditionally the time when the risk of accidents is higher, but we also
need to keep reminding people all through the winter.
‘If you’re a commuter you might be in a hurry, but please slow down just
a bit, keep your concentration up, even at the end of a day of work.
Remember the animals don’t have road sense and you always need to be
aware.’
You can help the campaign by sharing posts on social media, displaying
an ‘I go slow for ponies’ car sticker and #addthreeminutes to your
journey through the forest.
Apply to the clerk for the car stickers.

50 years
An enjoyable quiz and two-course supper
was held at Ibsley Village Hall back in
October for residents, families and

friends to celebrate the Hall’s 50th

anniversary.  The Hall committee worked
hard organising the event, and pleasingly
there was a great turn out with around
70 attendees and a marvellous family
atmosphere in the hall.   Here’s to the next 50 years!  To enquire about
booking the hall, contact 08456 440915 or email to
enquiries@ibsleyhall.co.uk

Potholes
Don’t forget, potholes in our roads are a
Highways issue and although your Council can
and does report bad ones you, as residents
can easily report them online.

https://www.hants.gov.uk/tra
nsport/roadmaintenance/road
problems/potholes


