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Dates for your diaries:
● We look forward to welcoming you to our

Annual Parish Meeting on Tuesday
24th April at 7.30pm in Ellingham
Church Hall!  Come along and hear how
valued the grants made to local
organisations are, hear what your
councillors have been up to and take the
opportunity to put forward any questions
during the Public Forum.  Drinks and
nibbles are served following the meeting.

● Get your gloves out and join us for our
Annual Ragwort Pull & Litter Pick on
Saturday 7th July. Meet at Cross Lanes
crossroads at 10am – bring your ragwort
fork if you have one!  This event will be
supported by the National Trust.

● It’s a little way off, but worth noting the
Parish Council will have their usual stand
L4 at the Ellingham & Ringwood
Agricultural Show on Saturday 11th
August in the grounds of the Somerley
Estate.  Come and see what we are
talking about this year!

We have a new PCSO who is looking after the
parish as part of the New Forest West
Neighbourhood Policing team.  Her name is
Lauran Wilder, and she is keen to meet local
residents and discuss any policing concerns that
we may have.  To this end she will be running a
series of beat surgeries at Hockey’s farm shop.
The surgeries will be between 11:30am to 12:00
noon on the following dates:
The 2018 dates so far are; 21st April -  19th May
- 16th June - 14th July - 11th August - 8th Sept

Great Grey Shrike

Any feedback or suggestions for inclusion should be sent to the Clerk at ehiparishcouncil@gmail.com
or to 6 Butlers Lane, Ringwood BH24 1UB Parish Council web site: www.ehipc.co.uk

To continue my ramblings on matters which may be of interest to the local community, I
made the mistake of asking others what topics they might like to see? The response was –
oh yes!.... Gravel Extraction. I have since discovered what a huge subject to cover in a few
paragraphs! So this is just a personal view as I find it interesting to reflect on how sand and
gravel extraction in our immediate vicinity has evolved over time and changed our local
landscape.
The Avon Valley is renowned, particularly in Hampshire, for its importance as a rich reserve
of sub-alluvial deposits (particles of sand and gravel) – often referred to as river valley gravels.
Mineral extraction locally can be broadly divided in areas to the east and west of the River
Avon and these coincide with the years of activity and also reflect the extent, or otherwise,
of planning control.

The Past.
We may immediately think of The Blashford Lakes – a myriad of large and smaller pockets
of water but small gravel 'pits' have been formed on the New Forest by commoners
exercising their commoning right of Marl. This has largely faded out due to the protection of
the Forest as a Site of Special Scientific Interest. Part of Rockford Common was an old
gravel pit dug by Hall Aggregates in the 1970's. It is a fairly shallow excavation with basic
infill to create a small crater, now grazed by forest animals and a popular walking area above
the Moyles Court Sandpit.
The Blashford Lakes were mostly dug out through the 60's and 70's with some later
excavations to the north meaning extraction continuing for nearly 40 years!
The old Ibsley Airfield was decommissioned in 1944 and handed back to Somerley Estate.
It briefly became a motor racing circuit in the 1950's and also reverted to agriculture but in
1965 the mineral rights were sold. This area was obviously very deep in rich river alluvial
deposits hence easily water-filled and that's virtually how they were formed and remained
with little or no planning control or conditions to dictate otherwise. Many of the major
aggregate companies were involved in the creation of the central Ibsley Water &
Mockbeggar Lakes, Ellingham Ivy and Rockford Lakes to the south and Snails, Kingfisher
and Linbrook Lakes further south (to name not them all!). Later extraction at North Ibsley
Lakes (through which the
Avon Valley path runs) was
taken over in the final stages
by Tarmac who won an
award for their restoration.

The Present and Future.
Current extraction has been
concentrated around Nea
Farm in the centre of
Somerley Estate and more
recently,  in the Plumley
reserve in Ringwood Forest
where there are deep
reserves of sand. Here there
is a unique conveyor belt
system to transfer the
materials to the Blashford processing plant and thereby significantly reduce the number of
lorries on the rural road network. This conveyor belt, when constructed to its fullest extent
at Plumley, is believed to be the longest of its kind in the country and will extend to about
5km.

Planning Control.
Until the advent of Mineral Planning Guidance and Policy Statements in the 1990's, planning
control was basic to say the least. One of the earliest I found was in 1964 for permission to
extract gravel at Hamer Warren, Harbridge granted to Hall & Ham River Ltd. It had half a
page of conditions – these days there would probably be 30 pages! The impact of extraction
on the landscape, environment and local community was recognised so national and local
policies were introduced to address these issues. Hampshire County Council is now the
Mineral Planning Authority with guidance in the Mineral Plan, the last of which was adopted
in 2013.

Restoration and Aftercare.
An elaborate restoration plan can be conducive to securing a planning consent but the plan
needs to be co-ordinated and managed and, indeed, carried out to a high standard in
keeping with nature conservation, amenity and landscape objectives. The Blashford wildlife
haven and centre for recreational activities and even water storage was probably not
planned as such but evolved to our benefit? In some cases, I see the positive side of mineral
extraction not only to provide essential supplies to the construction industry but also as a
privileged opportunity to enhance the agricultural land or mould a new landscape or create
a new environment, maybe with benefits for many?  Sometimes, change can be for the better!

Lindsay Burtenshaw - Chairman

IBSLEY AND DISTRICT HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
If you are new to our parish you may not have heard of the
Ibsley and District Horticultural Society which has monthly
meetings held in the Ibsley Village Hall. These meetings are
both educational and sociable with various speakers covering
a wide range of topics and for very little cost! The club holds a
plant sale in May and a show in September and we also try to
do various 'outings' each year.

We are always looking for new members to welcome to our
meetings and would especially be pleased to encourage more
people, young and younger still to enter into the spirit of
show-time! This covers something for all; Photography, Home
produce, Fruit, Vegetables and Flower arranging. The main
thing to remember is that the show is open to all to
participate – you don't have to be a member of the club; so
even if you don't want to attend our monthly gatherings you
can still try and win our cups and trophies!!  If however you
think you might like to come and see just what we get up to
join us on the last Thursday of every month at 7.30 pm at
Ibsley Village Hall and we will make you very welcome.



Local Litter heroes
Fellow Litter Heroes braved the chilly wind and snow to join around 40 volunteers on
Saturday 17 March to pick up 45kg of litter in popular locations around the parish of
Ellingham, Harbridge & Ibsley.  This is a huge amount, considering how little each of

the items collected weighs! Items
collected included beer cans,
plastic bottles, plastic wrappers,
bagged dog poo (!), cigarette
packets and paper cups.

●Linford Bottom – 22 kg
●Appleslade – 3kg
●Harbridge – 7kg
●Rockford Common – 6kg
●Gorley Road – 5kg

Grateful thanks to District
Councillor Bill Dow and NFDC for
loaning high viz vests and pickers;
the McDonalds Staff for joining in
and donating litter bags and
providing free hot drinks to warm
up after; the National Trust and
the Forestry Commission for
collecting the bagged rubbish; and
to Craig (NFNPA Ranger), Jake
(National Trust Ranger) and
Natasha (EHIPC) and all others
who joined in!

The next event is in the planning

A Village Treasure, Fairy Shrimp
Ponds can be found across the New Forest in
heathland, woodland, grasslands and bogs. Some
are shaded, some are out in the open and they range
from large ponds such as Eyeworth Pond which was
created for a gunpowder factory, to small ephemeral
ponds that only appear in the winter where water
pools in hollows. This great variety of ponds support
an outstanding number of rare plants and
invertebrates many of which have their national
strongholds in the New Forest.
The pond on South Gorley Green may look rather
uninspiring in winter with its muddy edges trampled
by livestock and even more so in the summer when it
almost completely dries up but it is home to two very
rare species, one is Small Fleabane, a plant which is
classified as critically endangered and in the UK is
restricted to a few locations within the New Forest.
The other is the Fairy Shrimp which many consider to
be a beautiful ‘living fossil’.

The Fairy Shrimp Chirocephalus diaphanus is a
crustacean which has been classified as vulnerable
and its main strongholds in the UK are the New
Forest, Salisbury Plain and Powys in Wales. It grows
to about 3cm long, is translucent with black eyes and
reddish tips to its abdomen and appendages. It swims
upside down and feeds on microscopic organisms in
the water. Fairy Shrimp can only be found in
temporary pools of water from ephemeral ponds to
muddy tank ruts on Salisbury Plain and prefer sites
with regular disturbance such as trampling by ponies
and cattle.

It’s preference for temporary pools of water means
that it is safe from predators such as fish which need
water all year round to survive and the Fairy Shrimp
has a unique lifecycle adapted to survival in such an
unpredictable habitat.
Their eggs are tolerant of drying out and lay dormant
during the summer months. As soon as the rain starts
to fill the pond again, some of the dormant eggs hatch
and the new Fairy Shrimp will begin to breed within 3
weeks. Due to the unpredictability of rainfall, the pond
may not persist long enough for the adults to breed
but as only some of the eggs hatched, the cycle can
continue next time it rains.

Next time you are passing the pond in autumn, take a
closer look and you may see these amazing creature
swimming amongst the vegetation.

Jenny Thomas - Natural England

Dodington Trust

As trustees the Parish Council has awarded
16-year-old James Jenkins a grant of £250
from The Dodington Trust Charity towards tools
for his apprenticeship as a farrier.

James has lived in Harbridge all his life and
went to school in Ringwood. Last September
2017 James started a year’s course at
Warwickshire College (near Leamington Spa)
to gain a forging certificate and a level 2
certificate in horse management.
After much letter writing, some really valuable
local work experience and a two-day interview,
James has been offered an apprenticeship with
an approved training  farrier in East Sussex
where he will work with a small team of farriers
at various stages of their training. He will still
spend several weeks at college in Warwickshire
and there will be exams to pass along the way.

James has wanted to be a farrier since he was
quite young and has done very well living away
from home, learning lots of new skills, making new friends, whilst keeping in touch
with his old friends at home. He hopes, at the conclusion of his training he will
return home to Harbridge to work with a local farrier or start his own business.

Do you know what action to take for sick, injured or dead animals found on the forest?

About 100 commoners’ ponies, cattle, donkeys, pigs and sheep are killed or injured on the Forest’s roads each year along
with a similar number of deer. It is your duty to report any sick or injured livestock.
For road traffic accidents involving a pony, cow, donkey, pig, sheep, dog or deer: call Police (24hrs) - 101 (emergency) or
0845 045 4545 (non-emergency)
For sick, injured or distressed pony, cow, donkey, pig or sheep : call the Verderers' Office 023 8028 2052 (Mon-Fri 9am-
5pm) or Forestry Commission 0300 067 4600 (24hrs)
The animals have right of way; drive slowly day and night and give them a wide berth.

First Aid course
The general consensus of the 40 or so
residents who attended the defibrillator
training session last November at Ibsley
Village Hall was how beneficial a further
event would be for the community.  The
Parish Council is pleased to announce New
Forest First Aid Training will be running a
free General First Aid course on Tuesday
1st May at Ibsley Village Hall from 7pm.
If you wish to register your interest,
please contact the clerk by 25 April as
places are limited.

Fairy Shrimp


