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Chairman’s chat
No 33 Winter 2017

Dates for your diaries:
Annual Parish Meeting Tuesday 24th
April 2018 held in Ibsley Village Hall
Do get in touch with any suggestions
for the Guest Speaker!

Police Beat Surgery at Hockey’s Farm
Shop

● Wednesday 20th Dec. 11:00-11:30

‘Fuzzacker’ (Dartford Warbler) on  Gorse

Any feedback or suggestions for inclusion should be sent to the Clerk at ehiparishcouncil@gmail.com
or to 6 Butlers Lane, Ringwood BH24 1UB Parish Council web site: www.ehipc.co.uk

Times of Change?
Some of you may know, and some may not, that our boundaries have changed - in more ways than one!
In our Parish the administrative boundary or rather the County Councillors Award boundary changed last
April and our parish now comes under the Ringwood division instead of Fordingbridge. Our new elected
County representative is CCllr. Michael Thierry who takes the place of CCllr Edward Heron who still
represents parishes to the north. Extraordinarily, our parochial (church) boundaries have also changed as
from last month. Having exhausted the subject of the New Forest and Commoners Rights in previous
Newsletter issues, I wanted to 'chat' about our local churches within the parish and it seems an opportune
moment to do so given the change in our ecclesiastical structure.

Hitherto, the churches of Ellingham and Harbridge together with Hyde came under the umbrella of
Fordingbridge although we were fairly well self-contained as one Parochial Church Council. Now, Hyde has
moved to the north to join the Avon Valley Partnership and Ellingham & Harbridge have amalgamated with
the Ringwood Benefice which includes Poulner and Bisterne together with St Leonards and St Ives. Both
the AVP and Ringwood Benefice together form the New Forest North Group Ministry. Sounds complicated,
doesn't it?! However, your churches are still here for you and we are fortunate to have two Anglican
churches and an Evangelical & Reformed Chapel within our parish. So a little bit of history about them.

St Mary & All Saints Church, Ellingham.
The church is believed to date back to the 13thC when it was the centre of a Benedictine Priory. It was
added to in the 15thC but restored to its present form in the late 1800's. It is famous for the tomb of Alice
Lisle who was found guilty by Judge Jefferies and executed in 1685 for supposedly harbouring fugitives
after the defeat of the Monmouth Rebellion. The Lisle family held the manor of Ellingham for nearly 200
years before it was sold in 1822 to the then Earl of Normanton. There are many noteworthy features to
both the exterior and interior of the building and these are comprehensively described in a booklet on the
history and contents of St Mary's which can be found inside the church.

All Saints Church, Harbridge.
The story goes that a hermit monk by the name of Hearda used to ferry people across the river - hence
Hearda's Bridge became Harbridge. Local residents together with the late John Stokes, also a parish
councillor, have researched extensively into the history of the village and the church. Apparently John
found (in the Sistine Chapel) a 14thC map of this part of Hampshire which highlighted Winchester, Sarum,
Southampton and... Harbridge! (I'm sure all areas of the parish are equally important in different ways?)
Again, there was a manor of Harbridge by the 15thC which would have had a church at its' centre. The
manor passed to the Normanton family who helped rebuild the church in 1838. Inside, there is a fine
example of a Victorian Hammer beam ceiling. The beautiful roundel windows either side of the nave were
gifted by the Countess of Normanton in 1850 but the newest windows nearest the tower were placed to
commemorate the millennium and show the strong connection between the Church and the local farming
and fishing interests.
Both Ellingham and Harbridge are fortunate to have Lord Normanton as their patron.

Cross Lanes Chapel, Mockbeggar.
This Evangelical and Reformed church was founded and built in 1851 at the sole expense of its first
minister. It is currently led by the Rev Aaron Lewis. There is a very good website with details of all services,
meetings and special events.

St Martin's Church Ibsley.
This was built in 1654, and rebuilt in about 1872. It is now deconsecrated and latterly in use as an art
gallery. The Church of England are currently considering a sale of the freehold for residential purposes with
planning permission. St Martin's graveyard on the opposite side of the road is still maintained in good
condition. Interestingly or oddly, the parochial boundaries do not exactly coincide with those of the civil
parish i.e. administered by this parish council. The churches described above encompass about a third of
the 'parish council' area. Ibsley, which includes South Gorley and Furze Hill down to Mockbeggar Lane in
the south still remain within the ecclesiastical parish of Hyde but if you live at our eastern extremity, on
the Commons, you belong to the 'New Forest Extra Parochial Place' - with no church attached! Obviously
more research is required so I will endeavour to investigate the newly mapped boundaries?

Time to conclude my ramblings and just to wish all our residents a very Happy Christmas and a Peaceful
New Year.

Lindsay Burtenshaw - Chairman

Defibrillator in the parish.
There is now a Defibrillator in the phone
box on the corner of New road in
Mockbeggar. We had a hugely successful
training session, held by Dave Laut a
volunteer from Community Heartbeat
Trust, in Ibsley village hall with over 40
residents attending. This covered the
basic aspects of how to deal with
discovering an unconscious person or
someone suffering a heart attack and
continued on to using the defibrillator and
looking after a casualty until professional
help arrives. Everyone agreed that it is a
very easy piece of equipment to use and
we encourage you to have a look at the
set up in the phone box so you are
familiar with how to get it in an
emergency. Please remember that there
is no point in risking a second accident by
driving at speed. The person discovering
a casualty should stay in place and a
second person should get the Defibrillator.

This training was so well received that the
parish council are considering organising
a First Aid course. If you are interested
please let us know by email.

Cllr. Jim Spark



When clearing up leaves this winter
please resist the temptation to blow or rake them
off your property into the public highway or
verge, as this can create blockages in ditches
and culverts which contribute to flooding.
Instead, please dispose of them via your
compost heap, or to the local recycling centre.
For further flood prevention advice and riparian
ownership advice, see
http://documents.hants.gov.uk/flood-water-
management/HCCFloodRiskManagement-
Landowners.pdf and
http://documents.hants.gov.uk/flood-water-
management/ditchmaintenanceposter.pdf or
contact the clerk for a leaflet.

So, do you like what you see?
This Parish Council newsletter is distributed to all
450-odd residences in the parish either by Royal
Mail or via an email link.  We are really keen for
you opinions on what you read….. is much of
interest?  If not, what would you like to see?  The
articles are largely based on what is going on
within the Parish Council, however would you
wish to read about more local news, such as
people, or local groups and events?  It can be
tricky as the newsletter is only distributed every
four months, so news gets old fast!  Do you view
our website or Facebook page regularly?  All
comments are welcome.  Thank you, Parish Clerk

Focus on... Gorse, Furze or
Fuzz

A common sight in the Forest, this evergreen
shrub grows up to 2m tall and flowers all
year round—coining the phrase “When gorse
is out of blossom, kissing’s out of fashion!”.
Locally known as “furze”, it’s flowers produce
a coconutty scent and are a great nectar
food source for insects, such as bumblebees.
Gorse is the larval food plant for many
butterflies, and provides nesting habitat for
heathland bird life, such as Dartford
Warblers and Stonechats. Gorse stands also
act as a great source of cover for ground
nesting birds, such as nightjars, and reptiles,
such as adders. It also provides shelter and
nutritious fodder for new forest ponies!

Gorse seeds are also spread by ants, who
pick up the seeds by their food body, called
an elaiosome, and distribute them away
from the mother plant.

We manage the gorse on our commons to
promote the growth of vigorous building
gorse (3-6yrs old) amongst mature heather,
this provides the best habitat for the
heathland wildlife stated above.

We do this through rotational management
using methods such as cutting and burning –
creating a diverse age structure.
Currently some gorse stands on our
commons are ‘degenerate’ (12-15 yrs old)
and provide little in the way of habitat for
specialist wildlife. We therefore focus on
managing this, cut/burn it back and allowing
new gorse growth—promoting vigorous age
stands.

This item first appeared in the NT local
newletter. If you would like to take part in
gorse bashing, or any other aspect of
volunteering, please contact Jake White of
the National Trust on 01425-650035

On the verge
You’ve heard mention of the Small Fleabane. It’s
not impressive to look at but it is famous, at least to
people who love wild plants. In the UK Small
Fleabane is on the ‘critically endangered’ status list.
Winter flooding, poddling and poaching by
livestock, accumulations of poo and a wettish
Summer all help the Small Fleabane to thrive. A
prime example of it’s favoured habitat is around the
little pond by the old school house in Gorley. Stock
visit there to drink and in so doing churn up the
surrounding soil and they leave fertile deposits. As a
result this year we had a fine stand of the plant
from late July until the end of September. It’s an
annual growing from seed each year and as a result
can pop up in surprising places. Small Fleabane can
often be found growing in and around the ditch
that runs from Ibsley Service Station  down to the
Chapel at Mockbeggar. It is just one of the plants
that makes that verge so special. To many the verge
is no more than a patch of grass, it gets increasingly
abused  due to ever increasing size and usage of
vehicles. The Council is concerned that erosion and
compaction of the verge is worsening, we hope that
as residents come to appreciate how special the
verge is they will take more care to protect the
delicate turf.

Cllr. Richard Loader

Christmas may be
coming, but what about
Broadband?
Now that all the Hyde broadband cabinets are
‘live’ and delivering good-to-reasonable speeds
to properties in the South Gorley area, residents
in the Mockbeggar area are anticipating the
arrival of their new broadband service, which is
being delivered under the Hampshire Superfast
Broadband programme, overseen by HCC.

Mark Bloor and I are still trying to get a definitive
installation date for this from Openreach, but
they’re not entirely sure themselves when the
build will start.  The provisional date was during
Openreach’s ‘Q3/2017’, which would mean by
the end of December this year, but this might well
slip back to the following quarter, i.e. by Easter.

It’s quite likely that residents will know before us
anyway that work has begun, when they see a lot
of Morrisons vehicles descend on the area and
start to install new cabling. We’ve also tripped
over some preparatory work going on for a new
broadband network going into the Linwood area
(another place that desperately needs a usable
service).  Again, we’re trying to track down
exactly when, and who will benefit from this, but
the only information we have to date is that it
might be sometime next summer.

There really isn’t enough room here to give you
any detail about these projects, so the intention is

to post longer article(s) on the EHIPC
website in the next month or so (and once
we’ve got rather more specific information
out of Openreach).  Start looking out for
these after Christmas in the ‘Broadband’
section on the drop down menu under
‘Parish News’.

In the meantime, do email me direct, or
through the website, or by phone, if you’d
like any more information.  Otherwise,
Happy Christmas to you all!

Cllr. Roly Errington

The Frog Prince
Dec 21st  7.30pm  at Ibsley Village Hall .
This years’ seasonal play from Bumblefly  is
The Frog Prince and is guaranteed to be
brilliant. Mince pies and mulled wine will be
available and tickets are available from
01425 073065  including a special family
ticket of £25 for 2 adults and up to 3 children.
Do come and join the Christmas fun.


