
CHAIRMAN’S CHAT
What does Easter remind you of? Maybe that Spring has arrived... with
sunshine, flowers and blossoms in our gardens and hedgerows, birds
busy nesting and feeding on our bird tables? All those things, I am sure
(despite the fact that as I write, the rain and hail is beating on the roof
and windows!). Gone are the New Year resolutions and the Lenten
commitments and undertakings? To me, Easter is a reminder of new
beginnings; perhaps new ideas, the desire for achievement and
ambitious objectives? I believe our Parish Council with the support and
cooperation of our residents can achieve those ambitions, however
challenging they may be.
 Yes, we try to deal immediately with the 'usual' problems of
footpath maintenance, blocked ditches and unsightly verges (with the
necessary support from other council agencies and voluntary groups).
However, most of our challenging ambitions are set out in the schedule
of "Parish Projects" which was set up about 2 years ago. We are very
keen to make significant progress with a number of these projects in
the near future.

At the top of the list is now the need to find suitable land for a
small housing scheme for local people. Parking availability in the parish
for residents and visitors alike needs to be addressed. Not least we are
delighted to have a local historian to talk about the impact of WW2
on our locality at our Annual Parish Meeting on 26th April. This is
particularly appropriate as several council members have expressed a
keen interest in creating and promoting circular walks with points of
landscape and/or historical interest with accompanying maps. Many
positive ideas (and even the prospect of funding from different
sources) so we will endeavour to see them through to completion!
 I am delighted that so many of you have attended our Council
meetings recently and expressed your concerns and ideas for
improvements within the parish. Please continue to do so and assist
your voluntary councillors in making progress in those areas of concern.
Councillor Lindsay Burtenshaw

If you would like to get our newsletter by email rather
than by post, please let us know - email
ehiparishcouncil@gmail.com - this would be for the
newsletter ONLY. We don’t do junk mail!

Please help to protect the ground nesting
birds on the Commons
The National Trust (NT) welcomes dogs on the
commons. However, we must emphasise to please keep

them on leads and remain on tracks when walking on the heathland
between March and September to prevent disturbance to the many
ground-nesting birds.  If a ground nesting bird has its nest trodden on,
it may lose its only chance to bring up chicks for the year and may not
live to breed next year.

Forthcoming works at Newtown Lane
Following repeated parking of cars at the top of the National Trust (NT)
owned gravel track at Newtown Lane, South Gorley, several mature
oak trees have sadly suffered severe damage to their roots. The NT
have decided to take action to protect them by installing dragon’s
teeth and will erect a ‘no unauthorised vehicles’ sign to remind
everyone it is a privately owned track.  Fortunately, the track is a

designated footpath and bridleway, so if you wish to continue to access
the commons via Newtown Lane - do walk or ride up! Currently there
are no parking or passing places on Newtown Lane, and the verges are
mainly soft mud, so parking is not recommended anywhere on the
lane.  For those wishing to access the commons by car, please use the
car parking areas at Rockford sandpit or Moyles Court ford.

Help keep our forest livestock safe!
Ensure you don’t put garden or hedge clippings anywhere where the
forest livestock can eat it – please dispose of  it safely to keep our
forest animals safe!

Diary Dates
Annual Parish Meeting
7.30pm on Tuesday 26�� April 2016 at Ibsley Village Hall – all residents
are welcome to come along and listen to the Chairman’s Report
summarising what the Parish Council has been involved in, along with
our fascinating Guest Speaker John Hawkins, a local historian, who
will talk about the effects of WW2 on our parish before, during and
after the war.
Drinks and nibbles will be served following the meeting.

Annual Ragwort Pull and Litter Pick
Saturday 2ⁿ� July 2016
Meet at Cross Lanes green at 10am with sturdy shoes, gloves and, if
you have one, a ragwort fork!
Refreshments will be provided by the National Trust

Ellingham & Ringwood Agricultural Show
Saturday 13 August 2016
We will have a stand at the show again this year – come and talk to
your elected Councillors about issues that affect you and how we can
serve you best.

Affordable Housing Project update
At the Parish Council meeting on 23�� February, a Special  Motion was
put forward to abandon furthering any sites at present for affordable
housing, as many residents in Mockbeggar were unhappy with the
potential for a small collection of affordable homes on Site 4 immedi-
ately south of Ibsley Village Hall.
The Parish Council want the local residents’ support for such projects
and the intention is to form a working group, with members and
interested residents, to fully investigate any  potential areas of con-
cern with the planning authorities and HARAH.  We will of course
update you in due course. Clerk

Jungle grumbles
Before grumbling about overhanging shrubs and vegetation on roads
in the parish, do check yours first!  It is often forgotten that it is the
responsibility of adjoining landowners to cut back their hedges and
keep a good level of visibility on our roads.  Be a good neighbour!  For
further details take a look at:
http://www3.hants.gov.uk/verge-cutting-details.htm

Remember, any feedback or suggestions for inclusion should be  sent to the Clerk at ehiparishcouncil@gmail.com or to 6 Butlers Lane, Ringwood BH24 1UB
Visit our website www.ehipc.co.uk
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Better Broadband …
but not for all of us yet
At the end of March, Hyde Community Projects Ltd (HCP) signed a
contract with BT Openreach to begin the planning and build phases for
new equipment to supply Superfast Broadband to Hyde, a bit of Godshill
parish and the South Gorley area of EH&I.  It is the largest community-
funded broadband project in the country.  The year of research, planning,
negotiations and fund raising to get to this point has been quite a
roller-coaster (you can catch up with the story at
hydecommunityprojects.org.uk), but HCP is now not far off being fully
funded for the whole project.  Signing a contract before the beginning of
April ensured HCP’s project kept its place in Openreach’s ‘build stack’,
which means it should be completed within a year, and hopefully sooner.
Openreach has exceptionally granted HCP a five week contract break
clause to secure the final tranche of about £20,000 of funding still needed,
which it is hoped will come from residents (who have been very generous
so far) and an external source.  If HCP doesn’t succeed by then, the
contract can be cancelled without penalty.
So, if you live in the South Gorley area of the parish – about as far south
as Ibsley Garage on the Gorley Road – HCP is looking for anyone who still
hasn’t, but would like to join the project!  Please contact either Peter
Dowling at HCP (07768 096840) or Roly Errington (01425 474224), or email
HCP via their website.

Properties on Ibsley Drove:
Several residents at the west end of Ibsley Drove are patiently waiting
for news from HCP (and to join the project, hopefully!) about whether
their lines can be ‘re-assigned’ to the new Superfast cabinet to be
installed on South Gorley Green, which would give them much faster
broadband speeds than projected from the new service they would get
from the cabinet on North Gorley Green.  Openreach has promised that
once a senior field engineer has been allocated to the project he will
investigate with HCP what would be involved, such as spare network
capacity required back to Fordingbridge exchange, additional aerial
cable supplies needed etc. If the migration is feasible, and at reasonable
cost, the work should not require any rewiring at properties in Ibsley
Drove or having to change telephone numbers, for instance.  As soon as
HCP has any news, residents will be the first to be informed.

Broadband for the rest of EH&I
It is a bit ironic that although Mark Bloor and I have spent over four
years researching possible ways to get better broadband to many of our
residents, as well as other rural New Forest parishes, our work has led
to the our next door neighbour, Hyde, getting their solution(s) before
us!  Several reasons contribute to this: EH&I is a far larger and more
dispersed parish than Hyde, with very long telephone lines to many of
our houses; instead of dealing with premises connected to just one
exchange as in Hyde's case, EH&I has premises connected to three, with
one being outside Hampshire and in a different BT region; Hyde is fed
from two 'primary' green roadside cabinets, while EH&I is fed from
seven.  All of these add to the complexity and number of technical
solutions that would be needed to deliver broadband services as good
as the Hyde project.  And the more solutions needed, the more it will all
cost - likely to be well over £1,500 per premises to get to some parts of
the parish. Put simply, Hyde has been a much easier 'fix' than EH&I will
be, and for the many of us in EH&I who won't benefit from either the
Hyde project or the intended HCC/BDUK upgrade to the Mockbeggar
area, it will be technically challenging and certainly not cheap to deliver
us decent broadband …but Mark and I have not given up!
Cllr Roly Errington (camtech@talktalk.net)

Are you new to the parish?
We are trying to establish a welcome pack for new residents moving
into the parish and would like your help in guiding us. What did you
find useful when you first moved into your home? What phone
number couldn’t you do without? What quiet corner is worth a visit?

Where is best to meet new people or walk a dog? Please email
suggestions to jim.spark@ehipc.co.uk

Enclosed with this newsletter is a leaflet produced by the
Western Escarpment Conservation Area Steering Group
regarding…

Encroachment and Damage to
roadside verges in the New Forest
This is what the National Trust have to say on this topic….
While driving around the New Forest you can't help but notice that
many people choose to drive/park their cars on the grassy lawn verges
leaving muddy trench marks and damaging the grassland. On occasion,
residents choose to store building materials and garden/stable waste
on the roadside. All this is harmful to the fragile ecology of the verges
which supports rare and declining Camomile lawn habitats; some of
which include Small Fleabane, a nationally rare plant found in the New
Forest. These activities can also reduce the suitability of the verge for
livestock grazing and isn't in-keeping with the Forest's character.
Many of these verges, including those found on National Trust land,
are Special Sites of Scientific Interest (SSSI) designated and protected
by law under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, therefore any
damage to these protected verges is essentially law breaking.
As land managers, the National Trust can install dragon’s teeth to create
passing places, with ditching on the road side, which is time consuming,
expensive and can reduce the aesthetic character of the area.  To help
reduce the erosion:-
● Avoid using the grassy / soil verges for parking, overtaking or

storing of materials;
● Identify your local car park or gravel pull-in and use this in the

future;
The official National Trust car park for Rockford and Ibsley common is
the sand pit car park at Moyles Court (BH24 3NA), other than this gravel
and banked area, it is considered a damaging act to the SSSI (and
therefore against the law) for anyone to park elsewhere on New Forest
common land. This includes travelling along and parking up gravel
tracks without a relevant right of access or easement. Due to the
damage to verges, soil erosion and lawn habitat at Mockbeggar, Furze
Hill and Newtown Lane, we are going to look into the measures
described above to protect the SSSI common land from the damage
currently being carried out.
Jake White, NT Ranger

Recycling Centres
Hampshire County Council (HCC) has launched a ten week Public
Consultation on future changes to Hampshire’s  ousehold Waste
Recycling Centres (HWRCs) to seek residents’ views on how they think
savings can best be made over its’ 24 sites, open seven days a week.
Views are sought on a number of options, including changes in open-
ing hours - an hour less each day, weekend only opening, winter
closures, and the full closure of some sites.
The consultation is open until 12noon on Wednesday 25th May.
 Background information, proposals for changes and the questionnaire
can be found at www3.hants.gov.uk/hwrc2016, email for a paper copy
of the consultation hwrc.consultation@hants.gov.uk or telephone
0300 555 1389.

Scoopa Nan
The Parish Council is pleased to announce Linda Lewis has
been successful in the tender for operation of the Moyles
Court ford ice cream pitch concession for the next year.  She
has been operating from the site for a number of years and
the Parish Council are pleased she will be continuing.
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