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Your Voice… We have recently had concerns 
voiced about overgrown broad leafed woodland 
obscuring historically scenic view points. 

A—Although we recognise the importance of view 
points for the enjoyment of our commons, we 
currently have to focus our efforts on managing the 
lowland heathland habitat as part of our HLS work. 
Future assessments of the issue are however planned. 

New Forest Ranger Blog 

Lee Hulin—Lead Ranger 

It’s been a busy last few weeks for our countryside 

ranger team, we are currently in the process of planning 

our Higher Level Stewardship (HLS) winter work 

programme. We have been out on our sites to assess the 

condition of the heathland habitats and mark out our 

management blocks. These “blocks” are areas of land 

that we want to focus our conservation work on, this can 

be in line with our rotational gorse management, or 

because an area has unfavourable habitat that we want 

to improve. We also 

recognise that the 

visual impact of our 

work can sometimes 

be a concern to local 

residents, so we try to 

lessen this by creating 

smaller blocks that 

are spread out.  

You may have noticed fluorescent green paint sprayed 

onto gorse bushes and birch trees during your daily walk. 

Don’t worry it isn’t vandalism! This is how we mark out 

the management blocks on the ground so that, alongside 

annotated maps, our contractors, staff and volunteers 

can easily see the edges of each block. 

Hale Purlieu 

Our gorse (and bracken) community volunteer cutting 

Sundays are due to start this month on the 6th and 27th 

Sep. To get involved, and receive the full calendar of 

volunteering opportunities, email Laura Baker on 

laura.baker@nationaltrust.org.uk. We were at Hale’s 

food market last month, which was a great opportunity 

to talk to local people to the purlieu and we got some 

free cake! Many thanks to Paula and Richard who gave us 

a pitch. We hope to be back in October. 

Foxbury Update— Our volunteers have been in 

Foxbury checking last years planted trees and 

continuing removal of rhododendron. 

We have had 2 successful ‘Wild Play 

Day’s’, lots of great dens were built and 

bugs discovered! 

Bramshaw Commons 

Small fleabane is a Nationally Rare 

plant of high conservation 

concern in the UK.  It’s 

international classification was 

recently changed from 

‘vulnerable’ to ‘critically endangered’ in response to a 

continuing rapid decline. One of the few places in 

Europe it is found is on our Bramshaw commons, which 

has a strong population, one of the best remaining in 

the U.K. 

We will begin Small Fleabane surveys at the end of 

August/beginning of Sept around Bramshaw to monitor 

this rare plant. The plant relies on heavily grazed and 

poached lawns, with pond/wetland margins.  

We have noticed various incidences of cars parked on 

the common around Furzley cross. This is detrimental 

to the SSSI lawn habitat, please refrain from this and 

opt to park in areas off the lawns. 

               Click the links to find out more about Lowland Heathland and why our work is 

focused on  conserving this special habitat and it’s wildlife within the New Forest. 

http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/81012
http://bbc.in/1JxJz1v


Rockford and Ibsley  Commons 

We have had more problems with campfires on Rockford 

Common recently, despite new signage going up to 

discourage it; resulting in broken glass, burnt ground and 

litter being left in a area used by livestock, wildlife and 

families. Many thanks to our volunteer community 

rangers Susanne and John lee, and their grandson Jack, 

who helped clear the rubbish up.  

Hightown Common  

August included multiple large fly tipping incidents at the 

road side, if anyone has any information regarding this 

please let us know! Many thanks to our community 

volunteer Frank Hales who notified us and helped clear 

them up. 

Focus on...Turkey Oak 

This winter we are planning to fell large number of 

this Oak species across our commons, most notably 

at Rockford Common, Chatley Wood. 

This introduced, non-native, species of oak is highly 

invasive and poses a real threat to our lowland 

heathland priority habitats that we are trying to 

conserve. They do this by growing quickly and out-

competing the native gorse and heathers we try to 

encourage. They also have minimal wildlife and 

timber value. 

Once felled we will then re-establish the special  

lowland heathland habitats and re-connect these 

areas to the New Forest commons. 

Some cut timber will be available as wood fuel for the 

local community. Please contact us if you are 

interested. 

Turkey oak is easily identifiable from native English 

oak by three key differences.— a) The acorn is encased 

in a deep cup with furry scales, b) The leaf lobes are 

very variable and pointed at the end and c) the bark is 

thick and grey, with orange lichen filled fissures. 

@NT_NewForest Contact Information 
To book or enquire about events at Foxbury please call 01794344020 

If you see any anti social behaviour across the commons—please call the police on 101 

To write into the newsletter and all other enquiries, including volunteering 

please contact us on  

info.newforest@nationaltrust.org.uk or call 01425650035 

Events at Foxbury meet at Half Moon car park SO51 6AQ 

Fungi Walk (on half moon 
common) 

Join an expert in their field and learn 
about the fascinating ecology of fungi. 

13th October, 9am-11am 
£5 p/person 

Call 01794344020 to book 

Halloween Fun  
Hear a Halloween story round a 

campfire, toast marshmallows, bob 
for apples and make a witches broom. 

30th October, 10:30am—1pm 
£4 p/person 

Call 01794344020 to book 

Did you know?... The raft spider (above) is found 

across the New Forest. It is semi-aquatic and lives 

and hunts on and near to ponds. It can even swim 

underwater! 

A raft spider on Furzley Common. © Jacob White 
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