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ELLINGHAM, HARBRIDGE & IBSLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 
Minutes of the meeting held in Ellingham Church Hall on Tuesday 8 September 2015. 
 
Members: 
Cllr Spark – Chairman (P) 
Cllr Errington – Vice Chairman (P) 
Cllr Burtenshaw (P) 
Cllr Lane  
Cllr Webster (P) 
Cllr Shand (P) 
Cllr Loader (P) 
Cllr Sampson (P) 
Cllr Stainton-Burrell 
Cllr Trebilco 
(P) denotes present 
 
In attendance: 
Natasha Mackenzie – Clerk 
 
Members of the public (4) 
 
1. Apologies 
15/105P 
The clerk received apologies from Cllrs Lane, Stainton-Burrell and Trebilco.  
 
2. Declarations of interest 
15/106P 
Cllr Spark declared a non-pecuniary interest in NFDC 15/10844 Linbrook Lake West. 
 
3. Minutes of the last meeting  
15/107P 
The minutes of the last Planning Committee meeting on 11 August 2015 were approved and signed 
as correct.  Proposed by Cllr Errington seconded by Cllr Webster.  6 in favour, 1 abstention as not 
present at that meeting. 

 
4. Matters Arising   
15/108P 
15/86P – Picket Post parking on verge.  The clerk has received correspondence from Burley Parish 
Council relating to the continued parking on the verge at Picket Post.  The Clerk has organised a 
meeting has been scheduled with a representative of the Highways England and Burley Parish 
Council for Tuesday 6 October 12-12.30pm – Cllrs Spark, Shand and the clerk to attend. 
 
5. Public Forum 
15/109P 
Local Harbridge residents Tom Cornwall and Alexi Sugden requested to speak on planning application 
NFDC 15/10979 Blue Haze Landfill Site: Construction and operation of a plant for the processing of 
road sweepings and gully waste to recover material suitable for use in landfill restoration. 
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They are representing residents from Harbridge Court and raised their serious concerns on the 
proposals within this planning application, which are summarised as follows:- 

- Concerned that the Parish Council responded on 21 July with no objections to this 
application; the Chairman responded that she was assured by Veolia the noise levels would 
remain the same as because the bottom ash incinerator is no longer in use, the processing of 
road sweepings noise would replace this and there would not be any additional traffic 
movements; 

- Unhappy with the accuracy of Veolia’s sound recordings as deemed full of inconsistencies; 
only recorded on one day and a local shoot was being held;  

- Microphones used were not deemed appropriate for such work; 
- They would like to request a third party to carry out a full sound recording and for Veolia to 

agree to suitable noise reduction measures.   
- They requested the support of the Parish Council to attend the public meeting, which is to be 

scheduled soon, and this was agreed.  Clerk to forward invitation from Rob Storey when 
received. 

The Chairman thanked them for attending. 
 
6. Development control and TPO applications: 
Please note: applications are minuted in the order they were discussed. 
 
15/110P 
NFDC 15/11144 Blashford Farmhouse, Blashford Manor, Salisbury Road, Blashford – first floor rear 
extension; single storey rear extension; front porch and canopy; balcony with staircase; fenestration 
alterations; roof lights; flue.  Cllrs Burtenshaw and Sampson assessed this application together. 
Cllr Burtenshaw explained the location, showed photos of the property and explained the nearby 
buildings. 
During discussions it was established that:- 

-          The elevations were reviewed which established the ground floor addition of a dining room 
with an adjoining conservatory room in the existing rear garden and a porch on the front, 
and a second floor addition of rooms above the western extension to the rear of the 
property. 

-          A games room and garage are located on the ground floor within the main body of the 
property. 

-          Members felt the proposed outside appearance resulted in a great improvement, 
significantly enhancing the external appearance of the property, making it more appealing 
and in keeping with the area.  

The following concerns were identified:- 
-          Reviewing the elevations for the rear of the property, it was commented due to the 

considerable amount of glazing it could be misinterpreted as two conservatories.  However it 
was agreed there are no close neighbours to the west.  

-          The Planning Officer’s briefing note states the proposals would increase the habitable floor 
space to over the permitted 30% to 34.9%, which is contrary to policy DM20.  This is without 
taking the conservatory room into consideration. The members advised the applicants to 
consult with their architect and/or a planning consultant to consider revising their proposals, 
identifying the rear balcony and the front porch may both be contributing to the habitable 
floor space increase. 

 
It was proposed to recommend permission under option 1 (with delegated powers to the NFDC), 
with the following comments:- 
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-          The Parish Council are aware of the issue of the increase to the habitable floor space to 
34.9%, and hope the applicant and agent can come up with a revised proposal which is 
acceptable to the NFDC. 

-          The Parish Council feel the proposals significantly improve the external appearance of the 
property, making it more appealing and in keeping with the area.  

This was seconded. 7 voted in favour. 
 
15/111P 
NPA 15/00593 Rockford Green Cottage, Rockford – single storey extension; external alterations and 
repairs (Application for Listed Building Consent).  Cllr Shand explained the location and showed 
photos of the property.  The clerk explained the applicants had wanted to attend but were unable to 
at the last minute and asked for it to be deferred until the next meeting.  The clerk had contacted the 
case officer but she was unavailable to agree an extension to the parish consultation deadline.  The 
Planning Committee decided to assess and make a recommendation on the application before it, and 
to request to be re-consulted if the application is amended significantly. 
During discussions it was established that:- 

- The property is Grade II listed and sited within the western Escarpment Conservation area, 
and the rear of it has views to the west across the fields to Chatley Wood. 

- The application is to add a small extension to the rear of the property to extend the kitchen. 
- Reviewing the Conservation Office’s report, they are raising objections to this application; 

the extension is thought to disrupt the distinctive linear character to the rear of the property, 
the introduction of a gable end to appear incongruous ad further extension to over extend 
the cottage.  

The following concerns were raised:- 
- The addition of the rear extension with the gable end was viewed as a crude addition to a 

building of this period, and believed the historic character of this cottage should be 
preserved. 

- The Conservation Officers other comments relating to the replacement windows and mortar 
mix should be noted and adhered to. 

 
It was proposed to recommend refusal under option 4 to the NPA, with the following comments:- 

- The addition of the rear extension with the gable end was viewed as a crude addition to a 
building of this period, and believed the historic character of this cottage should be 
preserved. 

- The Conservation Officers other comments relating to the replacement windows and 
mortar mix should be noted and adhered to. 

Seconded, 7 voted in favour. 
 
15/112P 
NFDC 15/11086 Lake View, Salisbury Road, Ibsley – variation of conditions 7 & 8 of PP 03/80257 to 
allow one additional mobile home.  Cllr Errington explained the location and showed aerial photos of 
the site to explain where it is, advising this was originally a former GPO site.   
During discussions it was established that:- 

-          The current permission for 2 caravans, of which only 1 can be a static caravan/mobile home 
and the other a touring caravan, was won on appeal in 2008. 

-          The site currently consists of 2 static caravans/mobile homes, 1 touring caravan, and a utility 
building. 

-          This application seeks retrospective planning permission for the second static 
caravan/mobile home, which will be for the applicant’s daughter and grandchild, to enable 
the grandchild to be educated locally. 

The following concerns were discussed:- 



 

Ellingham Harbridge & Ibsley Parish Council Planning Committee          8 September 2015 

Chairman Planning Committee                          4 6 October 2015 

-        The site is relatively well screened, however, it is visible from Ibsley Drove, particularly at 
night, and would benefit from additional screening to the northern and Western boundaries 
to minimise its’ impact on the street scene. 

-        The size of the static caravan/mobile home was discussed, and concerns were voiced on 
whether it could be changed for a larger one if permission is granted; the members would 
want it to be conditioned to the size of the current caravan/mobile home and also 
conditioned for no further additions to it. 

-        As the need stated in the application is for the grandchild’s need to be educated, the 
permission should be conditioned to the static caravan/mobile home being inhabited by 
immediate family only. 

-        To ensure the permitted touring caravan is not changed to a static caravan/mobile home, the 
wording of the existing condition 7 should ensure the permission granted is for no more than 
3 caravans on the site, no more that 2 of which are to be static caravans/mobile homes, and 
no more than 1 of which to be a touring caravan.  The touring caravan should be conditioned 
for incidental enjoyment only. 

 
It was proposed to recommend permission under option 1 (with delegated powers to the NFDC), 
with the following comments:- 

-          The Parish Council are reluctantly accepting of the established principle of this site, which 
was granted on appeal in 2008. 

-          To ensure the permitted touring caravan is not changed to a static caravan/mobile home, 
the wording of the existing condition 7 should ensure the permission granted is for no 
more than 3 caravans on the site, no more that 2 of which are to be static caravans/mobile 
homes, and no more than 1 of which to be a touring caravan.  

-          The touring caravan to be conditioned for incidental enjoyment only to ensure there is no 
permanent residence established. 

-          The size of the static caravan/mobile home should be conditioned to the size of the 
current caravan/mobile home and also conditioned for no further additions to it. 

-          The site is relatively well screened, however it is visible from Ibsley Drove and we request 
the conditioning of additional screening to the northern and Western boundaries to 
minimise its’ impact on the street scene. 

-         As stated in the application for the grandchild’s need to be educated, the permission 
should be conditioned to the static caravan/mobile home being inhabited by immediate 
family only. 

This was seconded. 5 voted in favour, 1 abstention and 1 against. 
 
15/113P 
NFDC 15/10844 Linbrook Lake West, Snails Lane, Blashford – use of lake as a commercial & 
recreational fishery; facilities building; boundary fencing and gates.  Cllr Spark requested Cllr 
Errington chair this application. Cllr Spark had declared a non-pecuniary interest 
Cllr Spark explained the location of the lake showing photos of the site including the existing 
entrance and recently installed fence. 
During discussions it was established that:- 

- This application is for permission to operate a day ticket fishing business (max. 14 fisherman 
over 12 swims) with an ancillary building for bait, tackle, storage and showering facilities.  It 
also seeks retrospective permission for the 2m curved-top wire fence recently installed on 
the western and southern boundaries (other fencing is below the height required for 
planning permission) is for protection from otters. 

- The applicant purchased the business from Christchurch Angling, and there are no planning 
permissions in place. 

- The members agreed that the precedent of fishing on the lake had been established. 
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- The members were satisfied with the principle and design of the facilities building, however 
would request for it to be conditioned in size and with the materials specified, and for 
ancillary use for fishing related activities. 

The following concerns were discussed:- 
- The members are unhappy with the 2m curved-top wire fencing running alongside the Avon 

Valley Foot Path on the western and southern boundaries.   
- The 80m of close boarded fencing by the car park entrance was agreed by all members as not 

in keeping with the rural nature of Snails Lane. Cllr Spark explained that this was a 
typographical mistake and should have read 18m, however all agreed that as 80m was on the 
documents this should form the basis for a decision. The application also suggests an 
alternative of installing post and rail fencing at the entrance to the lake’s car park with a 5-
bar gate.  This was deemed acceptable, providing no additional hedgerow is removed and 
the length of fencing does not exceed what is currently in situ, approximately 20m. 

 
Cllr Errington proposed to suspend Standing Orders at 9.30pm.  Seconded and all in favour (7). 
 
Concerns discussed continued:- 

- The need for otter fencing was discussed, as referred to in HIWWT’s comments.  They are a 
protected species and therefore the installation of such fencing could upset their habitat as 
well as feeding and breeding patterns. 

- It was suggested that as the application is for fishing, can the Environmental Agency by asked 
to provide guidance on fish stock and water levels.  

- Concerns were raised on how the existing 2m fence devaluates the Avon Valley Path, and its’ 
effect on tourism in the parish. 

 
It was proposed to recommend refusal under option 4 to the NFDC, with the following comments:- 

-      The Parish Council are happy with the principal of using the lake for day ticket fishing and 
request that the site is conditioned for a maximum of 14 fishermen at any one time. 

- The Parish Council are happy with the facilities building and would ask for it to be 
conditioned in size and materials specified and for ancillary use for fishing related 
activities. 

-         The Parish Council are refusing, because the design and access statement refers to 80m of 
close boarded fencing by the car park entrance. The applicant has indicated that he is 
happy to use post and rail fencing at the entrance to the lake’s car park with a 5-bar gate.  
We do not approve the close boarded fencing as it is not in keeping with the rural nature of 
Snails Lane.  Also, providing no additional hedgerow is removed and the length of fencing 
does not exceed what is currently in situ, approximately 20m, the Parish Council would 
approve the post and rail fencing. 

-      The Parish Council note the comments by Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust 
(HIWWT) and the New Forest Ecologist and would urge these to be taken into account and 
a survey conducted as part of reaching a recommendation. 

-      The Parish Council would like to request that, as this application is for fishing, the 
Environment Agency are asked to advise on recommended fish stock and water levels to 
prevent the water becoming turbid. 

-   Finally, we are keen to support rural business, particularly those that encourage tourism. 
However, the Avon Valley Footpath is used by many hundreds of Tourists, dog walkers and 
locals alike and the use of wire mesh fencing so close to the footpath dramatically changes 
the natural feel to a 600m length of the footpath. The Parish Council cannot endorse such 
an impact on the natural surroundings.  The applicants have expressed a strong desire to 
mitigate the otter proofing and have indicated that the curved top to the fence could be 
replaced with electrified wire. The case officer is requested to advise the applicant on ways 
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that the impact on the footpath users can be mitigated. For example increasing the width 
of the footpath for users, the use of native species of climbers and/or a low, electrified 
fence similar to that of Snails Lake. 

 
Seconded.  4 in favour, 2 abstentions and 1 against.  Motion carried. 
 
Cllr Spark resumed as chair. 
 
15/114P 
NFDC 15/11126 Spring Hill Farm, Bleak Hill, Harbridge – use of barn as residential dwelling.  Cllr 
Loader explained the location and showed photos of the property and the surrounding buildings. 
During discussions it was established that:- 

- This application is for the conversion of the North Barn to a 4 bed dwelling, and there is 
currently no set policy for converting a barn to a dwelling (as there is for an agricultural 
building to a dwelling). 

- The other buildings on the site (West Barn and The Old Dairy) have utilised the permitted 
450 sq.m development limit, so there is no further scope for development of the North Barn. 

- The existing Hampshire barn is in good structural condition, brilliant for wildlife, as evidence 
has been found of owl and bat inhabitation. 

- The proposed dwelling would have oak framed windows, new natural slate tiles, stained 
weather boarding, red clay brick boundary wall and the existing asbestos roof on the 
southern elevation would be replaced with a fully glazed roof. 

The following concerns were raised:- 
- The fully glazed roof would result in excessive light pollution spilling upwards from the 

building. 
- The excessive glazing on the north elevation would result in excessive light pollution from the 

dwelling. 
- The proposed dwelling was not considered to be in keeping with the nearby properties, the 

Old Dairy and the main farmhouse.  
-  

It was proposed to recommend refusal under option 4 to the NFDC, with the following comments:- 
- In principle, the Parish Council is comfortable with the conversion of this barn into a 

residential dwelling. 
- However, there are great concerns for the inadequate provision for owls and the total lack 

of provision for bats and we recommend these should be provided in a less disturbed area 
to minimise the impact on the wildlife.  

- The glass roof on the southern elevation, facing the public highway, is out of character with 
the surrounding properties, and it would result in excessive light pollution. 

- The glazing on the northern elevation is also thought excessive and out of character with 
the surrounding properties and would result in excessive light pollution. 

- The Parish Council would ask the applicant to consider taking appropriate steps to 
minimise light pollution from the roof lights, ie blinds and for the case officer to consider 
such light attenuation to be a material consideration.  

Seconded, 6 in favour, 1 against. 
 
15/115P 
NPA CONS/15/0797 Highwood Farm, Highwood Lane, Highwood – prune 5 x Monterey Cypress trees.  
Cllr Spark explained the location advising the trees are to the north of the house and are higher than 
the house.  He proposed to raise no objections, and stated his approval on if an application was 
received for the trees be felled in the future.  Seconded, all in favour (7). 
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15/116P 
NPA CONS/15/0853 Plantation Cottage, South Gorley – prune 1 Hornbeam tree. 
Cllr Spark recommended to raise no objections, as the tree is not visible from the main road. 
Seconded, all in favour (7). 
 
7. Consider Application for a Certificate of Lawful Development for Existing Use (LDCE): 
15/117P 
NPA 15/00637 Dorridge Hill, Furze Hill, Fordingbridge – application for Certificate of Lawful 
Development for construction of existing single story front & side extensions and use of existing 
outbuilding as a residential annexe to main dwelling.  This property is located in the parish of Hyde, 
and it was proposed no comments be submitted.  Seconded, all in favour r(7). 
 
8. Decisions received from NFDC & NPA (circulated prior to Agenda): 
15/118P 
NPA 15/00449 Blackheath Farm, Toms Lane, Linwood – granted stc 
NPA 15/00458 & 00459 Moyles Court School, Rockford – granted stc 
NPA 15/00481 Whitefield, Toms Lane, Linwood – granted stc 
NFDC 15/10767 Arbutus, Snails Lane, Blashford – granted stc 
 
9. Planning Authority Committee meetings, Appeals and Enforcements: none 
 
10. Consultations: none 
 
11. New Forest National Park Building Design Awards 2015 – new annual Building Design Awards 

scheme 
15/119P 
All were asked to consider if any properties should be put forward.  Clerk to keep on agenda each 
month until 30 October 2015. 
 
12. Correspondence: 
15/120P 
In two members’ absence, the Clerk had been asked to raise the serious concerns of the impact of 
the southbound temporary road closure on Gorley Road/Highwood Lane between South Gorley 
Green and the fordsa t Highwood for the forthcoming Wiggle Sportive on 19th & 20th September. 
It was agreed for the Clerk and Cllr Errington to write to organistions including the Safety Advisory 
Group, NFDC, NPA, NFALC, and copy in other organisations expressing our dissatisaction with the 
proposed road closure and also the frequency of these ‘sportives’ through our parish. 
 
15/121P 
Concerns have been raised to the clerk relating to the development of Newtown Orchard not per the 
planning permission granted.  Cllr Spark to visit resident and clerk to chase for an update from NPA 
Enforcement. 
 
15/122P 
The clerk reminded all of the free NPA Planning Training event being run by Steve Avery of the NPA 
on Tuesday 22 September at 2pm in Lyndhurst. 
 
13. Other Business 
15/123P 
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Cllr Webster had been contacted by a resident with concerns on the River Avon Restoration Project 
to be carried out upstream of Ibsley Bridge to reconnect the river to the water meadow.  Clerk to 
circulate to all members. 
 
The meeting closed at 10.40pm. 
 

The next Planning Committee meeting will be held on the 1st Tuesday of the month 
Tuesday 6th October 2015 at 7.30pm in Ellingham Church Hall 


