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ELLINGHAM, HARBRIDGE & IBSLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held in Ellingham Church Hall on Tuesday 28 April 2015. 

Members: 
Cllr Burtenshaw (Chairman) (P) 
Cllr Lane  
Cllr Errington (P) 
Cllr Spark (P) 
Cllr Webster 
Cllr Stokes (P) 
Cllr Shand (P) 
Cllr Loader (P) 
(P denotes present) 
 
Others present: 
Jennifer Thomas, Natural England 
District Councillor Dow 
Natasha Mackenzie (Clerk) 
Approx. 40 invited guests and residents 
 
1. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT – CLLR LINDSAY BURTENSHAW 
Good evening and a very warm welcome to you all! Your attendance this evening is most 
appreciated. In particular, I should like to welcome the representatives of many of our local 
organisations and others who help us during the year.  Thank you for your assistance during the year 
and for coming tonight.  
It is impossible to summarise in 10 minutes all the work covered by the Parish Council in the last year 
and to recognise and thank all the councillors for their continual dedication and commitment both 
during and outside the usual bi-monthly meetings. However, I shall do my best! 
 
1.  The Structure of the Parish Council. 
1.1 The Councillors/'Staff' 
The Council currently has 8 Councillors, the majority of whom have been co-opted over the passage 
of time. Cllr Simon Richardson resigned at the beginning of last financial year and we co-opted Cllr 
Richard Loader who has proved to be a great asset to our team. 
Natasha, our Parish Clerk, has been with us now for 5 years (she now qualifies for her gratuity 
account!) and helps to keep us in order and fulfils  all of the necessary paperwork and behind the 
scenes organisation. 
Many thanks to Terry Mason who acts as the PCs handyman. He has done a wonderful job this year 
maintaining the bus stops at Snails Lane and Ibsley, as well as the parish notice boards and helping 
with keeping the debris away from culverts and ditches.  Thank you Terry for your hard work.  
1.2 Meetings 
Full Council meetings are held monthly on the 4th Tuesday in each month and planning committee 
meetings on the 2nd Tuesday in each month. Everyone is welcome to attend these meetings and 
bring their thoughts, concerns and comments to the Public Forum. They all now start at 7.30pm 
1.3 Committees 
The Planning Committee is an integral part of Council duties and it considered about 75 applications 
last year.  We write to every applicant advising a Councillor will be coming to take photographs of 
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the site and to chat through their application.  The assessing Councillor will then present the 
application to the other Councillors to help them understand the proposed plans and their context.  
It is always good if applicants are able to attend the meetings to hear their views.  The Parish Council 
makes its recommendation to the NFDC or NPA, and the final decision is then in their hands.  
 
The Parish Council is always keen to see that planning regulations are observed; it will and does 
report to either the NPA or NFDC planning enforcement officers, any breaches in these regulations.  
Once reported, the Parish Council has to rely on the relevant authorities to take appropriate action.  
 
Members of the Parish Council sit on many Outside Bodies, far too many to list here and I would like 
to thank all the Councillors who play an active part as representatives, making sure that the views of 
the Parish Council and therefore you, the electors, are heard.  This work is time consuming but 
essential.  
  
Similarly the Parish Council gets involved in many local consultations.  Each time a Councillor takes 
the lead in preparing a report for their colleagues to consider and this can take many hours of 
trawling through hundreds of pages until the relevant section for our Parish is found! Again I thank 
my fellow members for their painstaking work! 
1.4 Governance 
The parish essentially falls within two authorities - that of New Forest District Council and also the 
New Forest National Park Authority. We are immensely grateful to the professionals within both 
authorities for the guidance and clarification on numerous issues that they are able to offer us. A 
special thank you to Steve Avery from the National Park and DCllr Dow, our representative from the 
District Council for attending this evening. 
As a Parish Council, we are guided and directed by local government statutes and directives. We 
have updated our Standing Orders, Code of Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures. 
We are also continually trying to keep abreast of new legislation and correct procedures by 
attending several training sessions throughout the year; mostly organised by HALC (Hampshire 
Association of Local Councils) 
1.5 Finance 
The Parish Council remains in good financial health with our expenditure for last year coming just 
under but in accordance with budget.    
The Current Account stands at £1,952.01. 
The Capital Reserve Account stands at £46,332.05 with about £28,000 of that being funds received 
from Developer Contributions.  
I should mention here that the Hanson Concrete Charitable Trust was wound up last year obviously 
as there were no more contributions going into the fund from local block production. The balance in 
their account was divided between the HWT and PC for projects with similar aims i.e. education, 
conservation, public access or community well-being. Those funds are not included in the above 
figures. 
The Reserve Account, which forms the gratuity for the clerk once they have worked a minimum of 
five years, stands at £1,083.00. 
The accounts have been passed by the internal auditor and will now go onto the Audit Commission 
for external adjudication.  Once they are returned you will be able to inspect them if you wish. You 
may also view copies of the payments and receipts by contacting the Clerk. 
1.6 Area 
E,H&I is one of the largest parishes in area but one of the smallest in terms of households and 
electorate with a parish population of less than 1500 people. The boundary encompasses 3 quite 
distinct sections: Ringwood Forest and the village of Harbridge to the west, the central River Avon 
and A338 running north to south and to the east are the hamlets of Gorley, Ibsley, and Mockbeggar 
before rising up the escarpment to the new Forest Commons 
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2. Communication. 
2.1 Newsletter 
We circulate the Parish Newsletter 3 times a year. If anyone would like to receive it by email, (much 
preferred to save posting costs!) please let the clerk know.   
2.2 Website 
This is now well up and running. Thanks especially to Richard Loader for his very hard work and 
commitment, we now have something that can be worked on and enhanced by your further input.  I 
do believe it is the communication tool both for the present and the future and we would like to link 
to other sites of interest to residents and visitors alike.  Please let us have your suggestions and 
feedback.  
2.3 Notice Boards 
There are 5 boards - at New Road, Ibsley; Harbridge, which is shared with the Church; beside 
Ellingham Church Hall, next to the phone box at the Red Shoot and a new one recently at Hockey’s 
Farm. The clerk updates them every two weeks with the Agenda for the next meeting and any other 
important notices. 
2.4 Ellingham Show & Bygone Days 
Last year's presence at the local Show was a great success with the new raffle idea. We hope to 
repeat the attraction so please take the opportunity to come and visit the stand. If for no other 
reason, our 12 til 1pm lunchtime drinks reception is very popular......  Do come and have a glass of 
wine with us on Saturday 8 August! For the first time, we also had a small stand at Bygone days 
which we feel is particularly appropriate as it is very much a local event and attracts our residents! 
2.5 Litter Pick and Ragwort Pull 
Last year there was a grand turnout by residents and other helpers, especially from Newlands Farm. 
Thank you so much. As a consequence, maybe there won't be any ragwort to pull this year?? But we 
hope to fix a date in early July. 
2.6 Broadband 
Cllr Roly Errington has kindly agreed to give us a brief update later in the meeting 
 
3. Environmental. 
3.1 Highways 
Many issues of potholes and resurfacing and general maintenance have been or are being dealt with 
by Hampshire Highways where we have identified serious problems, e.g. Toms Lane, Ivy Lane, the 
cattle grids at Ellingham Drove and Alice Lisle and the need at Rockford lane! There are doubtless 
more on the list. 
3.2 Footpaths 
We continue to be actively involved in improving the myriad of footpaths within the parish but most 
of the credit must go to the R&FFS who offer considerable assistance in identifying remedial work 
that needs to be done and even keeping those footpaths clear, if the landowner has failed to 
maintain them.  I should like to thank Kelvin Winch and his team for their huge support in this area. 
Also the input of John Cartwright, Footpaths officer from HCC for his invaluable assistance. 
In particular I should like to mention the new bridge on FP 703, a successful joint project by the PC 
and HCC 
We have also arranged for adjoining landowners to clear fallen branches and debris e.g. FP 727. 
Unfortunately there were issues surrounding the S106 agreement relating to FP 1 at North Ibsley 
Lakes but now in part resolved thanks to the good offices of John Cartwright to obtain a satisfactory 
footpath width. The previously installed 'Parish Benches' have, I am delighted to say, been relocated 
some to HWT on The Blashford lakes and one here at Ellingham Hall. Hopefully more will benefit 
from their new locations. 
We are currently working to resolve the issues of the stiles on FP31 which are extremely difficult to 
negotiate, other than by an Olympic hurdler! 
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3.3 Flooding/Ditches 
Fortunately, flooding this last winter has not posed the problems it did the year before! This has 
allowed us to get on and clear the main Gorley Road ditch which is, of course, the main conduit for 
rainwater coming off the Forest.  Other works to clear blocking debris has been done on Dockens 
Water at Moyles Court and either side of Highwood Ford. 
Hampshire Highways have contributed hugely in helping to keep essential culverts clear. 
Many of the ditches are small or get trodden in by grazing livestock plus the culverts are old or are of 
too small a diameter or are not kept clear!  Please do your part if ongoing maintenance is required 
on your own property. 
3.4 Verges/Parking 
Understandably people wish to park their cars or horse boxes in order to walk or ride out to enjoy 
the Forest open spaces. The downside is the extremely limited designated parking areas on the 
lower access points along the Escarpment - other than the Sandpit. This is an ongoing issue we are 
trying to address.  But very much in association with the Western Escarpment Conservation Area 
Steering Group and Cllr Errington will give an update on this shortly. 
3.5 Sat Nav problems 
Particular problems have been identified at Ivy Lane with traffic being 'directed' to the Red Shoot 
and down Toms Lane for traffic wanting the High Corner Inn! We appreciate the NPA are unwilling to 
contemplate additional signage but hopefully something can be done to help local residents by 
maximising the use of existing signs? Further discussions are ongoing. 
 
4. Community Issues and Projects. 
4.1 Community Plan 
The Community Plan was completed nearly 3 years ago and we are continually trying to address the 
many issues and concerns highlighted in that Plan.  
4.2 Parish Project List 
During the year we decided to create a 'project list'. This is to identify special matters that require 
income or capital expenditure and to reassure the auditors that we have plans to spend some of our 
surplus reserves. Some items may also qualify for grant schemes. Such things include the bridge 
works at 703, the digging of the main ditches, improving footpath 31, restoration of the WW2 blast 
bunkers on historic grounds and improving the rails and dragon’s teeth by Ibsley Service Station to 
facilitate road access. 
If any of you have ideas for other projects to include or consider, please do let us know. 
4.3 Parish Lengthsman Scheme 
This is a new scheme to enable larger tasks in the parish to be performed by one appointee between 
several adjoining parishes on a regular basis. We provide a monthly list including such things as ditch 
maintenance, cleaning road signs and generally tidying up the parish area. The recently appointed 
Lengthsman is Robert Heron. 
4.4 Village Agent 
Cllr John Stokes had kindly volunteered as our Village Agent to act as a go-between for elderly 
residents and Age Concern.  Sadly over the last year, the project has not proved viable due to a lack 
of support so the position has now been shelved. 
4.5 HARAH 
Many of you are aware that we have been working closely with HARAH (Hampshire Alliance for Rural 
Affordable Housing) to set up an affordable housing project in our parish and many also attended 
our recent Open meeting on 7th April. The preferred sites are now being progressed in terms of 
planning and availability and we will keep you informed but it is likely to be a long time in coming to 
fruition. 
4.6 Cycling Events 
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Under the auspices of the National Park, a Charter and Code of Conduct has been set up for the 
various cycling organisations to adhere to. Please continue to give feedback if these events affect 
you adversely... or not! 
4.7 National Trust - Turkey Oak Project 
A warm welcome to Laura Baker and our new Beat Ranger, Jacob White, from the National Trust. 
Last November some of you came to a presentation by Lee Hulin on the Turkey Oak project - to 
remove over 1600 of these non-native trees from mostly Rockford Common. The work will be 
carried out over the next two winters. 
 
5. Crime in the Parish. 
Unfortunately Beat Officer PC Gary Saunders and Sergeant Rachel Stokes are unable to be with us 
tonight but I would like to thank them and their colleagues for doing their very best to protect us 
and our property throughout 2014.  
Their report is available on our website with these minutes. 
 
6. Conclusion 
 I believe we should all be grateful we live in such a beautiful area and are fortunate to have a 
committed council who want to preserve the best of it whilst also adapting to changing perceptions 
and demands.  
 
My thanks to all the Councillors – to Cllr Emma Lane as my Vice Chairman, to Cllr Jim Spark and Cllr 
Roly Errington as Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Planning Committee which can be an 
unenviable task. To Cllrs. Patrick, John, Ann and Richard for their dedication in attending meetings 
and consultations over the past year and contributing to the life of the Parish Council in so many 
ways. 
Last but by no means least, I am continually grateful to our clerk Natasha.  Although now familiar 
with all our nuances and bad habits, she is kind enough not to hold it against us! But on a personal 
note, Natasha has been invaluable in making my task much less challenging. A heartfelt thank you! 
 
Thank you too to all of you for your support and constructive criticism.  
 
I should now like to welcome and hand over to our Guest Speaker, Jennifer Thomas from Natural 
England with particular responsibility for this area.  Probably more than half our parish is within a 
SSSI or SAC or other conservation designation but do we really know much about the implications of 
this and how NE are encouraging good management of these areas, whether of river valleys, the 
Forest area or even the good old chestnut of Parish Verges!  Now is the time to find out!  And thank 
you again Jenny for kindly agreeing to come to talk about what I know will be a fascinating subject. 
 

2. GUEST SPEAKER – JENNIFER THOMAS, NATURAL ENGLAND 
Jenny gave an extremely interesting talk on her role within Natural England, her responsibility is for 

the New Forest and she works with a range of partners (Parish Councils, Forestry Commission, 

National Trust, Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust, and Hampshire County Council) to help 

protect and preserve the environment for future generations to enjoy.  

She explained how our verges in Mockbeggar and on South Gorley green are home to the   rare plant 

Small Fleabane, and it is the most important population of it in Western Europe. The population has 

declined in the last 100 years, and between surveys taken in 2000 and 2013 the population has 

decreased by 80%. 

How can we help this special plant survive? 
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- The plant thrives on damp, rutted tracks and bare, muddy earth which is heavily grazed by 

forest stock, so large herds of cattle poaching Cross Lanes green in would be ideal!  

- It doesn’t like shade, but does like damp conditions and ponds which dry out in the summer, 

hence it thrives at the seasonal pond on South Gorley green (by the way, a rare invertebrate 

the fairy shrimp is found in this seasonal pond). 

- It doesn’t thrive where cars continually park, as it compresses the earth and renders it 

impossible for it to survive.  

- It is often found alongside chamomile and penny royal, which are both rare in the New 

Forest as well. 

What can residents do to help it thrive? 

- Clear your ditch. 

- Keep garden hedges cut back to minimise shade. 

- Reduce constant parking on the verges, occasional parking in wet conditions is ok, but it is 

the consistent parking of vehicles which destroys the verge. 

 

Questions were asked and answered as follows:- 

- How long can the seed stay dormant? Unknown but thought to be some time. 
- Why has the decline come about? Thought to be the decline in the traditional farming 

methods in the New Forest, such as commoners turning out their stock onto the forest. 
- Could this decline be contributed to the change is the commoning stock, as previously 

ponies were smaller, hardier and hungrier? Potentially. 
 

3. PRESENTATION OF WESTERN ESCARPMENT VERGE DAMAGE PROJECT BY CLLR ROLY ERRINGTON 
Cllr Errington gave a very interesting presentation of a project spear-headed by the Western 
Escarpment Conservation Steering Group in which they have involved many other organisations, 
such as the Forestry Commission, Natural England, National Trust, and the Verderers.  The slide 
show highlights the loss of SSSI verges throughout the conservation area as a result of vehicles over-
running, resident parking and visitor parking.  The loss is estimated as 12km of verges, which is 
incredible. 
 
Should you require any further information on this, please contact the clerk. 
 
4. OPEN FORUM 
The Chairman thanked Jenny Thomas and Cllr Errington for their insightful talks, and asked for any 
further questions relating to general Parish matters.  No questions were raised but a resident 
expressed sincere thanks for all the hard work of the members. 
 
The Chairman concluded the meeting at 9.10pm and thanked everyone for attending.  She invited 
them to enjoy the refreshments and to continue asking questions of the councillors and the guest 
speakers.  
 
The meeting closed at 9.10pm. 
 
Dates of forthcoming meetings to be held at Ellingham Church Hall at 7.30pm:- 
 
Annual Meeting    Planning Committee 
Tuesday 19th May 2015    Tuesday 26th May 2015 
      Tuesday 16th June 2015 
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