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10 February 2015 
 

ELLINGHAM, HARBRIDGE & IBSLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 
Minutes of the meeting held in Ellingham Church Hall on Tuesday 10 February 2015. 
 
Members: 
Cllr Spark – Chairman (P) 
Cllr Errington (P) 
Cllr Burtenshaw (P) 
Cllr Stokes (P) 
Cllr Webster (P) 
Cllr Shand (P) 
Cllr Loader (P) 
(P) denotes present  
 
In attendance: 
Natasha Mackenzie – Clerk 
Emma MacWilliam – NPA Case Officer 
Sarah Oakley & Sonia Lorenzo-Martin – Forestry Commission 
 
Members of the public (0) 
 
1. Apologies: none. 
 
2. Declarations of interest: none. 
 
3. Minutes of the last meeting  
15/12P 
The minutes of the last Planning Committee meeting on 13 January 2015 were approved and signed 
as correct.  Proposed by Cllr Webster, seconded by Cllr Shand.  All in favour (7). 

 
4. Matters Arising   
15/13P 
14/36P - Appeal by Land at Little Pointers 13/98787 for the manege and access track.  The Appeal 
Inspector decision is still awaited. 

14/130P - NFDC EN/14/0438 Lake View; NFDC enforcement have confirmed planning permission is 
required for the 3rd mobile home at Lake View, and they will be inviting a retrospective planning 
application from the resident. 

14/141P - progress on EN/13/0493 Linbrook Lake West; update awaited in next few weeks when 
resources allow. 
 
14/159P - Presence of invasive weed species on North Ibsley Lakes.  Rosemary Box has advised as 
there is currently no evidence of a successful treatment for Crassula Helmseii, in the revised 
management plan of 2012 it was noted that should a successful treatment be found, the Crassula 
must be treated.  Clerk to circulate the email from Rosemary Box.  Cllr Webster requested the clerk 
ask for the bell mouth junction to be reduced in width, as per the decision notice.  Clerk to contact 
Rosemary Box. 
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14/160P - Correct name of Gorley Road/Highwood Lane.   Cllr Spark advised heading north from the 
Almshouses the road is officially known as Highwood Lane, but is referred to locally as the Gorley 
Road.  There is a procedure to change the name of a road and Cllr Spark will advise the Council when 
he has the information.  Clerk is to continue requesting residents with extensive building works to 
signpost their property for deliveries.  
 
14/161P – Forest Corner/Korna Lodge lettings.  The Clerk confirmed a response had been received 
from NPA Enforcement advising currently there is insufficient evidence to suggest the Forest Lodge is 
let separately from Forest Corner, and no further action will be taken at this time.  
 
15/10P - A resident had been in touch advising of safety concerns when using a public footpath 
crossing a field at Barn 2 Lomer Lane.  The clerk will circulate to all members the response from 
John Cartwright, HCC Rights of Way office.  The resident has been informed. 
 
5. Public Forum – none. 
 
6. Development control and TPO applications. 
Note: applications are minuted in discussion order, not as listed on the agenda. 
 
15/14P 
NPA 15/00045 Amberslade Bottom & Broomy Inclosure – Wetland restoration (replace 350m 
artificial drain with 465m of restored meander).  Cllr Loader explained the location and gave a 
thorough presentation with photographs detailing the previous restoration project in 2007, this 
proposed restoration project and the reasons for it. 
 
During lengthy, discussions it was established that:- 

- Approximately 150 years ago, the watercourse was deepened and straightened.  This project 
will reinstate its’ meander which allows the water to flow more slowly at a much shallower 
level.  In heavy rains, the water floods outwards, keeping the water flow slow and minimising 
erosion caused by the energy in fast moving water. 

- The extent of the erosion due to the fast moving water undermines the stability of the banks, 
and has recently caused the felling of a tree. 

- One wooden bridge and a large culvert pipe will be removed, and three gravel vehicles fords 
installed using local hoggin and clay (sourced within the Avon Valley) and New Forest 
heather bales. 

- Sarah Oakley elaborated on Cllr Loader’s excellent presentation, confirming they have the 
support of the Verderers and the Commoners Defence Association, and once the project has 
been implemented there would be ongoing monitoring.  

The following concerns were discussed:- 
- Whether a bridge at the point where paths cross over would be more suitable than a ford.  

Sarah Oakley, Ecologist for the Forestry Commission, advised the reasons behind a gravel 
ford rather than a bridge, clarifying the watercourse would only be a few inches deep which 
still allows access.  However, if a bridge was built it would require significant height in order 
to allow the water to flow under it. 

- How local freshly dug gravel would be preferable, as stockpiled gravel can gather seeds. 
 
Cllr Loader proposed option 3 (recommend permission to NPA).  Seconded by Cllr Errington.  4 in 
favour, 2 against, 1 abstention.  Motion carried 
 
Cllr Spark thanked the attendees from the Forestry Commission and the National Park Authority for 
their time and guidance during discussions.  
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15/15P 
NPA 15/00006 Dear Cottage, Highwood Lane, Highwood – outbuilding to include 
garage/store/workshop (demolition of existing outbuildings).  Cllr Spark requested Cllr Errington act 
as chair for this application. 
 
Cllr Spark explained the location and showed photos, existing and proposed elevations of the 
outbuilding. 
During discussions it was established that:- 

- This application is to demolish the existing wood store and garage, and build a garage, a 
workshop and a studio contained within an L shaped building. 

- The applicant has had pre application discussion with the NPA and taken their advice and 
reduced the amount of glazing on the studio. 

- The building would be wooden clad, roof tiles would match existing. 
 
The following concerns were discussed:- 

- The potential impact of the approx. 4m ridge height of the garage on the size and massing of 
the building, and visually from the footpath running along the boundary of the curtilage.  
The ground slopes away significantly, which helps to reduce the massing of the building, 
however it was enquired whether the ridge height could be reduced. 

 
Cllr Spark proposed option 3 (recommend permission to NPA) with the following comments:- 

- the outbuilding should be conditioned for incidental use only; 
- Please can the applicant be encouraged to make every effort to minimise potential light 

pollution from vertical glazing and roof lights by adding external lighting to the materials 
list and requiring PIRs to be part of these lights. In addition an advisory note suggesting 
that roof lights have integrated blackout blinds to minimise light pollution. 

- The Parish Council would prefer the ridge height of the garage to be lowered to minimise 
the massing of this part of the building.   

Seconded by Cllr Stokes.  All in favour (7). 
 
Cllr Spark resumed as Chair. 
 
15/16P 
NFDC 14/11784 Blashford Quarry, Salisbury Road, Blashford – extension of time of PP 09/94701 to 
secure an additional 5 years of operational activity & to secure alternative restoration scheme.  Cllr 
Errington explained the location and showed a map of the whole collection of sand and gravel 
extraction sites. 
During discussions the following was established:- 

- There is still 400,000 of sand to be extracted from Nea Farm.  Due to a downturn in business, 
this application seeks to extend the extraction for a further five years of operation until 
31.12.19, with a further 12 months to allow the restoration (Condition 73 of PP 09/94701 
states extraction and restoration to be completed by 31.12.15). 

- The new restoration scheme slightly changes the profiles of Nea Farm, with the shape 
remaining roughly the same however due to a lack of materials available from Blue Haze 
Quarry, the materials from Nea Farm only will be used and it will not be as hilly as the 
original restoration scheme planned (Condition 85 of PP 09/94701). 

 
The following concerns were discussed:- 

- It was noted that topsoil should only be used from Nea Farm only, and no topsoil taken from 
Plumley Wood (as this would be needed at Plumley Wood when they are completing their 
restoration). 
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- Condition 3 ‘Plans and Particulars’ of PP 08/91952 (HCC ref NF255) states with relation to 
development of the site, the applicant should “facilitate community liaison”.  The Parish 
Council is extremely disappointed that, despite repeated requests, there has not been a 
liaison meeting since September 2013, and would like to take this opportunity to remind the 
applicant of this condition. 

- The impact of the further delay of 6 years before the site is restored, and the lack of a safe 
footpath for local people liking up the Avon Valley Path and the Blashford Lakes footpath 
network.  As this application 14/11784 states it is only sand still to be removed which 
therefore leaves the silt ponds redundant, the Parish Council request the silt ponds to the 
west of the A338 at the Ellingham Farm Quarry site should continue to be restored and the 
footpath constructed as per Planning Permission 11/98107 condition 12 titled ‘Restoration’ 
(v).  

 
Cllr Errington proposed option 3 (recommend permission to NFDC) with the following comments:- 

- Any additional topsoil that may be required for restoration works should not be sourced 
from Plumley Wood, as this could leave Plumley Wood short of topsoil when its restoration 
is carried out. 

- Application 14/11784 states it is only sand to be removed from Nea Farm, leaving the silt 
ponds at Blashford redundant. The Parish Council request the silt ponds to the west of the 
A338 at the Ellingham Farm Quarry site should continue to be restored and the footpath 
constructed as per Planning Permission 11/98107 condition 12 titled ‘Restoration’ (v).  

- Condition 3 of Planning Permission 08/91952 states (with relation to development of the 
site) that the applicant is “to facilitate community liaison”.  The Parish Council is extremely 
disappointed that, despite repeated requests, there has not been a meeting since 
September 2013, and would like to take this opportunity to remind the applicant of this 
condition. 

Seconded by Cllr Stokes.  All in favour (7). 
 
7. Decisions received from NFDC & NPA (circulated prior to Agenda): 
15/17P  
NPA 14/00927 Acorns, Toms Lane, Linwood – granted stc 
NPA/14/01040/LDCP Dear Cottage, Highwood Lane, Highwood – raise no objection 
 
8. Planning Authority Committee meetings, Appeals and Enforcements: none 

 
9. Correspondence: 
15/18P 
The clerk had circulated details of a new consultation; the National Park Authority Proposed 
Amendments to (Planning Application) Local Requirements; Cllr Spark volunteered to review this 
and report back at the next meeting on 10 March 2015.  Clerk to add to agenda. 
 
10. Other Business: none. 

 
The meeting closed at 9.29pm. 
 

The next Planning Committee meeting will be held on  
Tuesday 10th March 2015 at 7.30pm in Ellingham Church Hall 


