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7 October 2014 
 

ELLINGHAM, HARBRIDGE & IBSLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
PLANNING COMMITTEE 

Minutes of the meeting held in Ellingham Church Hall on Tuesday 7 October 2014. 
 
Members: 
Cllr Spark – Chairman (P) 
Cllr Errington (P) 
Cllr Burtenshaw (P) 
Cllr Lane 
Cllr Stokes (P) 
Cllr Webster (P) 
Cllr Shand (P) 
Cllr Loader (P) 
(P) denotes present  
 
In attendance: 
Natasha Mackenzie - Clerk 
Members of the public (0) 
 
1. Apologies 
14/120P 
Cllr Lane is stepping down from the Planning Committee until after the elections in May 2015. 
 
2. Declarations of interest – none 
  
3. Minutes of the last meeting  
14/121P 
The minutes of the last Planning Committee meeting on 9 September 2014 were approved and signed 
as correct.  Proposed by Cllr Stokes, seconded by Cllr Shand.  All in favour (7). 

 
4. Matters Arising   
14/122P 
14/36P - Appeal by Land at Little Pointers 13/98787 for the manege and access track.  The NPA 
Planning Officer is still chasing a site meeting and she will advise the appeal outcome in due course. 
 
14/91P - The Clerk has been advised this verge belongs to the Secretary of State for Transport, and all 
enquiries need to be directed to them in writing.  It was suggested contacting bob Brown in the forst 
instance.  Clerk to progress. 
 
14/118P - Concerns on equestrian activity at Lot 1 Lomer Lane.  Clerk has visited the site and not 
seen any evidence, and spoken with the Planning Officer dealing with the adjacent barn, and on his 
visits the barn has been closed with no evidence of any equestrian activity.   
 
5. Public Forum 
 
6. Development control and TPO applications. 
Note: applications are minuted in discussion order, not as listed on the Agenda. 
 
14/123P 
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NFDC 14/10812 Land at Lomer Lane, Harbridge – continued use of land as mixed agricultural & 
equestrian inc. manege, hard-standing & siting of 2 storage containers (Cllr Spark) AMENDED PLANS 

Cllr Spark requested Cllr Errington chair this application.  Cllr Spark reminded members of the 
previous application in June 2014, explaining the location advising the application is identical to the 
previous one and now includes retention of access and driveway.  He highlighted the previous 
concerns raised were the second access not included in the retrospective application, the potential 
for the manege to be lit and increased vehicular pressure on the rural lanes if operated as a 
commercial business.  During discussions it was established that:- 

- This retrospective application is for the conversion of the agricultural barn to 8 stables. 
- To retain the separate access created for this site by the previous owner. 
- HCC Highways have expressed visibility concerns with the second access and a requirement 

for the applicant to discuss visibility splays onto Lomer Lane. 
- A local resident has complained to NFDC relating specifically to traffic movements in the 

locality. 
- The possibility of careful conditioning to allow the applicant to use the site but minimise the 

potential of any future excessive commercial use. 
- Assurance that the applicant only wants to be able to use the stables for her own use as a 

hobby, and for a couple of friends to ride out with her. 
 
The following concerns were discussed at length;- 

- The increased pressure a commercial livery business could bring on the narrow rural lanes 
which are unsuitable for increasing vehicular movements. 

- The danger of riding out on the roads in this area, as there are no designated bridleways. 
 
To summarise, The Parish Council are happy the second access is now formalised with this 
application as an amendment.  Discussion took place to agree how the equestrian issues could 
best be dealt with so that the applicant can ride out with her horses and those of her friends, and 
thus accept a change of use for the site, without it becoming a significant commercial livery at a 
future date with a future owner. The parish council would like to draw the case officer’s attention 
to the issues of commercial liveries and the pressure they are placing on the local infrastructure, 
however, we are also happy that private individuals should be able to enjoy horse riding on their 
own land and onto the commons and forest. 
It was agreed that if the case officer is happy to discuss with the applicant how this could best be 
conditioned then the Parish Council are in favour of it being enabled. 
 
Cllr Burtenshaw proposed option 1 (recommend permission to NFDC with delegated powers) with 
the following comments to be submitted:-  

-  The Parish Council suggests the maximum number of horses permitted should be 6, with a 
maximum of 50% of these to be commercial liveries; 

-  The manege should not be lit due to its prominent position in the landscape and the 
distance over which lights could be seen; 

-  The landscaping plan should be revised (as per the previous planning permission 
08/92824). 

Seconded by Cllr Spark.  4 in favour, 3 against.  Motion carried. 
Cllr Spark resumed as Chair. 
  
14/124P 
NPA 14/00679 Knights Gift, Highwood – detached garage (demolition of existing).  Cllr Shand 
explained the location, showing photos of the existing garage and a neighbouring garage similar to 
what is being applied for this application.  The new open-fronted garage is of a similar footprint and 
will be on the same site, with a ridge height of just under 4m. 
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Cllr Shand proposed option 3 (recommend permission).  Seconded by Cllr Stokes, all in favour (7). 
 
14/125P 
NFDC 14/11126 & 11127 Somerley House, Nea Drive, Somerley – create door and window to kitchen 
(11127 is Application for Listed Building Consent).  Cllr Burtenshaw explained this application is 
changing something on the previous application granted permission in January 2014.  On the north-
east elevation, a previously approved window will change to a door, and a door to a window.  
Comments are still awaited from the Conservation Officer. 

 
Cllr Burtenshaw proposed option 1 (recommend permission with delegated powers).  Seconded by 
Cllr Stokes.  All in favour (7). 
 
14/126P 
NFDC 14/11215 Cross Lanes Farm, Mockbeggar – barn.  Cllr Loader explained the location and 
showed photos of the two existing outbuildings; one which is used as an office. 
During discussions the following were considered:- 

- Within the application and associated documents, the proposed outbuilding was separately 
referred to as an outbuilding, a barn and a store; therefore it is unclear what its’ intended 
use would be. 

- The open-fronted structure is proposed to be sited immediately between both existing 
outbuildings with the front elevation on the same line as the furthest forward, and the rear 
elevation on the same line as the furthest back, which was thought to result in a dramatic 
increase on the massing of these buildings. 

-  Concerns were raised on the intended use of the building, whether it be equestrian or 
commercial use, and the high number of vehicles onsite. 

Cllr Burtenshaw left the meeting at 8.40pm. 
 
Cllr Spark proposed option 2 (recommend refusal with delegated powers) with the following 
comments to NFDC:- 

- The Parish Council is concerned the size and site of the new outbuilding dramatically 
increases the massing by being constructed in between the two existing outbuildings. 

- The Parish Council is concerned activity on this site has the potential to become a 
commercial use of land, as opposed to private. This is also indicated by the significant 
number of cars on site during the daytime. 

- If the new structure is an outbuilding, the Parish Council would like it to be designated for 
non-commercial use only. 

Seconded by Cllr Stokes.  All in favour (6). 
 
7. Decisions received from NFDC & NPA (circulated prior to Agenda): 
14/127P  
NPA CONS/14/0941 Blunts Barn, Furze Hill – raise no objections 
NFDC 13/11075 Cobley Wood Farm, Harbridge Green, Harbridge – granted temporary permission 
NPA 14/00655 Heather Cottage, Linford Road, Shobley – granted stc   
 
8. Planning Authority Committee meetings, Appeals and Enforcements: none. 

 

9. Correspondence: none. 
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10. Other Business  

14/128P 
The Clerk reminded all the NFDC consultation letter has been sent to all residents for their views on 
whether the Parish Council should increase from 8 to 10 members.  The deadline for responses 
directly to NFDC is 30 October 2014. 
14/129P 
The Clerk advised all she is on annual leave between 27 October and 12 November.  The next 
planning meeting is on 18 November. 
14/130P 
Cllr Webster asked if any progress has been received on Lake View; Clerk to chase. 
 
Meeting closed at 9.04pm. 
 

The next Planning Committee meeting will be held on  
Tuesday 18th November 2014 at 7.30pm in Ellingham Church Hall 


