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23 September 2014 

ELLINGHAM, HARBRIDGE & IBSLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in Ellingham Church Hall on Tuesday 25 September 2014. 

Members: 
Cllr Burtenshaw (Chairman) (P) 
Cllr Lane (P) 
Cllr Errington (P) 
Cllr Spark (P) 
Cllr Webster (P) 
Cllr Stokes (P) 
Cllr Shand (P) 
Cllr Loader (P) 
(P denotes present) 
 
Others present: 
DCllr Dow 
Natasha Mackenzie (Clerk) 
 
Members of the Public (0). 
 
1. Apologies 
14/142 
The Clerk had received apologies from CCllr Heron. 
 
2. Disclosures of Interest – none. 
 
3. Minutes of the meeting on 24 June 2014 
14/143 
It was resolved the minutes were to be signed as a true and accurate record.  Proposed by Cllr Spark 

and seconded by Cllr Stokes.  All in favour (8). 

4. Chairman’s Report on Matters Arising from 24 June 2014 
14/144 
Land ownership map 
Ongoing project in progress. 
 
County Councillor's report on 106 monies 
The estimated Parish Council contribution for the bridge works on FP703 is still about £2,000 plus 
bridge removal. This would include a small section of broad walk. Subject to delivery of materials, 
the work should be completed by mid-October.  Cllr Burtenshaw proposed for the cost of the new 
bridge to be spent from the Business Reserve 1 account.  Seconded by Cllr Spark, all in favour (8). 
  
It has been decided that neither any revetment works nor resurfacing is required at this stage.  There 
was also a suggestion of replacing the footbridge on FP 702 at a similar cost. Other vegetation 
clearance to be carried out by volunteers (RFFS or Community Payback). Revetment work should be 
carried out by HCC especially on the west side of Kingfisher Lake which is outside the parish. HCC to 
investigate access points onto the Common. 
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Ditches and Culverts 
Highwood Ford - Tree clearance work completed except for collection of some of the arisings; invoice 
awaited. 
Toms Lane - Scheme is currently in design stage and details and timings will be communicated in due 
course.   
Alice Lisle Cattle Grid - Action on flooding and drainage issue awaited. 
Cross Lanes - Somerley have agreed to dig their ditches this autumn. The Parish Council owned 
section along Mockbeggar Lane will also need doing. HCC commented on need to clear the main 
Gorley Road ditch (last done by Pete Wiseman about 4 years ago). Further discussions under agenda 
item 9.ii. 
Ivy Lane - In response to our request for a width restriction, HCC have said that this is unlikely to be 
effective on top of the weight restriction already in place. The enforcement of either such restriction 
is time consuming and Police resources are not sufficient for this purpose. Ivy Lane is not considered 
an ideal site for a one-way system. We will now pursue proposals to repair verge damage and 
improve passing areas.  Clerk to circulate email. 
 
Footpaths and Other Issues on FP1 North Ibsley Lakes 
Awaiting comments from legal department of HCC on interpretation of Conservation Management 
Plan and whether enforcement action is proposed. 
 
Footpath 727 
This permissive path has been cleared by Tarmac. 
 
Restoration of Blast Bunker as a historical feature. 
On agenda 9.iii. 
 
Revised Standing Orders 
The work is reaching the final draft and it is hoped this will be circulated shortly. 
 
Proposal to increase Number of Councillors 
The General Purposes and Licensing Committee of NFDC have now considered our application to 
increase our Councillors by 2. They have raised a number of reservations but have agreed to 
reconsider the application once residents have been consulted to assess the level of local support for 
the proposal. A special newsletter will be published by 6th October so that deadlines can be met. 
 
Re-siting of Parish Council Benches 
Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust has agreed to site 2 of the benches within the Blashford 
Lakes area. Ellingham Church have agreed to site the third bench on the green at their Church hall. 
The Chairman has contacted Mr Rogers to arrange for the removal of the benches. 
   
Update on Footpath 31 
The owners of The Old Rectory, Mr and Mrs Bird have agreed in principle to a new scheme to replace 
the wall with a kissing gate, subject to approval of the final design and perhaps with a contribution 
towards new planting by the PC? A site meeting will now be arranged with John Cartwright of HCC 
Footpaths and Kelvin Winch of RFFS to discuss details of the project and the required application for 
Listed Building Consent. Costs can then be sought.  Clerk to circulate picture of proposed gate. 
 
` 
Proposed new Noticeboard 
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Clerk has met with Steve Adams to agree position and design of new notice board at Hockey’s Farm 
Shop which is hoped will be completed by the time of the Village Agent event on 1st October. 
 
Hanson Concrete Charitable Trust 
Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust have agreed to the proposal to transfer the remaining funds 
(about £23K) within the Trust to them, subject to £10,000 being reserved to the Parish Council for 
projects within the Lakes area on the same Trust criteria. These funds must be used within the 
ensuing 5 years.  The replacement of stiles with kissing gates on FP31 was suggested as a worthy 
project. 
 
5. Public Forum – none. 
 
6. Finance 
14/145 
i. Payment of accounts.  The following cheques were approved for payment.  Proposed by Cllr 

Lane, seconded by Cllr Stokes.  All in favour (8). 

1123 T Mason-August invoice  48.00 

1124 BDO LLP-annual external audit  120.00 

1125 R Errington-travel & inks expenses  302.65 

1126 J Spark-travel & stationery expenses  39.68 

1127 N Mackenzie September salary & expenses  741.66 

1128 Post Office Ltd-NICS Jul-Sep  6.19 

1129 L Burtenshaw-expenses  113.20 
 
14/146 
ii. Financial report 
Current £5,737.03 (after above payments) 
Business Reserve 1 £45,816.86 
Business Reserve 2 £1,083.63 
 
It was noted the external audit has successfully been completed, and the relevant notices are on the 
noticeboards and documents available on the website. 
 
7. Crime – none reported. 
 
8. Parish Council Matters: 
14/147 

i. New Guidelines for Relations with Press and Media 
Previously no recording was permitted of Council meetings, however under the transparency and 
openness regulations recording, photographing and tweeting is permitted.  The new Standing Orders 
will include a clause on this. 
14/148 

ii. Policy – Freedom of Information 
A DVD obtained from the Information Commissioner’s Office was watched to remind members of 
the Freedom of Information Act.  The new Standing Orders will refer to this Act.  
 
9. Environmental Matters: 
14/149 
i. Footpaths; discuss project to progress footpath leaflets with Ringwood & Fordingbridge 

Footpath Society (RFFS) and the National Trust (NT). 
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Cllrs Burtenshaw and Loader volunteered to work with RFFS and NT to produce circular walks 
leaflets within the parish.  It was noted there may be funding available from the Small Grants 
Scheme. 
ii. Ditches, culverts & overhanging vegetation: Ibsley and Mockbeggar ditches. 
14/150 
Cllr Errington had kindly taken a detailed series of photos of the ditch running along Mockbeggar 
Lane to the west of Cross Lanes crossroads, and running north to South Gorley Green.  Many of the 
culverts are too small and partially blocked, and there are lots of brambles growing in and over the 
ditch line.  This topic was extensively discussed and the following actions were agreed:- 

- The Clerk will seek legal advice from Hampshire County Council legal team on riparian 
responsibilities and culvert ownership; 

- A letter will be produced to send to residents with information including ditch and culvert 
responsibilities.  

iii. Blast Bunker Restoration project 
14/151 
Cllr Errington advised there are six blast bunkers sited in Mockbeggar; three within the curtilage of 
Ibsley Village Hall and three on nearby Somerley Estate land.  Cllr Errington has approached 
archaeologists for the next steps on this project. 

iv. Parish Lengthsman Scheme Coordinator 
14/152 
Cllr Shand volunteered to coordinate a detailed list of jobs for the Lengthsman, assisted by Cllr 
Stokes.  The Clerk has chased the legal documents, and they should be received soon. 
v. National Park Management Plan Update – call for views (circ.11Sep) 
14/153 
All members were encouraged to forward the Clerk any comments on this document. 

vi. Rockford Common Turkey Oaks 
14/154 
Cllr Burtenshaw advised she will postpone this item until the representatives of the National trust 
are in attendance, which will be 25 November. 
 
10. Community Matters:  
i. HARAH Affordable Housing Needs survey – update  
14/155 
Cllr Lane advised a good result of the postal survey had been received, with 75% of the respondents 
supporting a small affordable housing development within the parish.  Of the 17 households which 
identified a housing need, 13 currently live in the parish.  Catherine Kirkham of the Hampshire 
Alliance for Rural Affordable Housing will be attending to share the full report at the next Parish 
Council meeting on 21 October, and explain the next steps. 
ii. Broadband Update by Cllr Errington 
14/156 
Cllr Errington made clear the severity of the poor broadband signal, advising currently 90% of homes 
in the parish cannot achieve Super-Fast Broadband (SFBB).  He explained in detail how the cabinets 
operate, how signal is affected, and detailed the stages of the process so far.  The next stage is to 
consult with the residents, potentially via the December newsletter.  Clerk to diarise.  

iii. Village Agent event - 1 October 2014 at Hockey’s Farm Shop 12-2pm 
14/157 
Cllr Burtenshaw reminded all of the event and encouraged members to drop in. 
 
11. Consultation Papers (to approve responses or agree attendees as appropriate): none. 
i.  Litter Inquiry by Communities and Local Geovernment Committee (circ.24Jul) response by 

16Oct14 
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14/158 
Cllr Burtenshaw encouraged all to make individual responses. 
 
12. Outside Bodies 
14/159 
i. Western Escarpment Conservation Area Management Plan Steering Group 16Jun14 

(circ.18Jul)-attended by Cllrs Errington and Shand. 
ii. New Forest Association of Local Councils 24Jul14 (circ.20Aug)-unattended. 
14/160 

iii. National Trust Advisory Board 1Sep14 - verbal update by Cllr Burtenshaw. 
Cllr Burtenshaw advised she raised the topics of spraying on the Commons, our proposed project to 
produce circular walks leaflets which was met with enthusiasm, and the potential linkup between 
the National Trust and Ibsley Village Hall which is not currently progressing.  

iv. Meeting with National Trust; spraying on the Commons – attended by Cllr Loader (meeting 
notes circulated). 

v. Latchmore walk with Hyde Parish Council – attended by Cllr Loader. 
14/161 
Cllrs Errington and Loader attended this walk, and photos were shown of the areas in question.  The 
primary concerns are with the transportation of materials through the parish.  Cllr Burtenshaw to 
refer to previous notes on passing places, etc. 

vi. Ibsley Village Hall meeting 2Sep14 – attended by Cllr Shand 
14/162 
Cllr Shand had circulated a brief report; the members were unable to suggest any free sources to 
help with the planting of the new trees and more details would be needed in relation to costs for a 
contractor for the car park. 
 
13. County/District Matters: 

i. Reports from District Councillor.  
14/163 
DCllr Dow advised lots of litter has been exposed on the A338 following the verges being cut and a 
litter pick will be performed next week. 
 
14. Correspondence: none. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.34pm. 
 
Dates of forthcoming meetings to be held at Ellingham Church Hall at 7.30pm:- 
 
Parish Council    Planning Committee 
Tuesday 21 October 2014  Tuesday 7 October 2014 
Tuesday 25 November 2014  Tuesday 18 November 2014   
 


