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CHAIRMAN’S CHAT 
At our Annual Parish Council meeting in May we were 
delighted to co-opt and welcome Richard Loader to the 
team following the resignation of Simon Richardson. 
Richard lives at Furzehill on the Western Escarpment in 
the north of the parish and comes from a 
smallholder/commoner family. For most of his life, both 
his professional and personal interests have centred 
around horticulture and photography. Already, we have 
the good fortune of Richard's involvement with the PC 
website but I know he is keen to develop this further and 
enhance communications and understanding of the parish 
to benefit both our residents and visitors. Richard has 
many further interests including the environment and the 
New Forest in particular, natural and man-made history 
and the exploration of the area through our unique 
network of footpaths and bridleways. I am sure he will 
prove to be a huge asset to the Parish Council in its 
endeavours to deal with the many and varied issues which 
affect us all. 
Cllr Errington and I recently attended a 'Paths to 
Partnership' conference set up by the Countryside 
department of Hampshire County Council. (It was held at 
the Royal Victoria Country Park, Netley which is well 
worth a visit in itself. I personally enjoyed seeing the 
Queen Mary set sail along Southampton Water!) The 
discussions centred around improving access to the 
countryside, managing the different users of Rights of 
Ways and working with landowners to resolve issues.  
The Parish already work closely with the Ringwood & 
Fordingbridge Footpath Society and we are indebted to 
them for their continued and tireless voluntary work in 
helping to keep many paths clear and also bring concerns 
or ideas forward for discussion. One of our initiatives is to 
create well designed circular footpaths accompanied by 
information leaflets to highlight points of historical or 
landscape interest. We hope these aims and objectives 
will come to fruition perhaps with the aid of the Small 
Grants Scheme. 
We are also in discussion with Hampshire County Council 
to improve or replace a number of bridges where 
footpaths transverse the Dockens Water or Linbrook. It is 
anticipated that some of the developer’s contributions 
may be put to good use in this respect. 
Cllr Lane recently represented the Parish Council at an Oil 
& Gas Event discussing fracking, and she reports that we 
understand our area will not be affected in the short to 
medium term. 
We very much look forward to seeing you at the 
Ellingham Show on the 9th August but either there or in 
other media, please continue to offer your comments, 
input and feedback to ensure your parish council is doing 
what you, as residents, want us to do!  
Cllr Lindsay Burtenshaw 
 
 
 

 

Are you a local producer in our parish?  If so, do get in 
touch with the Clerk, so we can feature your business on 
our stand at the Ellingham Agricultural Show in August. 

 
 
 
 
On Saturday 9 August, our stand will be showcasing local 
producers within our parish.  Some producers within the 
parish have kindly donated their produce to our free raffle, 
so bring your ticket along to stand L4 to enter – you need 
to be in it to have a chance of winning it!  Or you can obtain 
a ticket from the stand on the day. 
As well as members of the Parish Council, County 
Councillor Edward Heron will be attending the drinks 
reception between 12-1pm – we look forward to seeing 
you to make the most of this great opportunity to chat with 
your Parish Councillors, and raise any issue you wish!  

There are two enclosures with this newsletter - firstly a 
new information booklet for local community distribution 
by the National Trust rangers and volunteers. The 
'Connecting People with Places' booklet is a handy 
introduction to the work carried out by the rangers and 
their volunteer group on National Trust land in our area. It 
includes a quick look at the areas of land ownership, a 
who's who guide and how to get hold of them, as well as 
basic information on how we can all care for the places 
we love as a community. 
Michelle Baxter, Community ranger says 'We hope this 
will be a useful starting point to life in the Forest for new 
residents, but also an easy way to find out about our 
annual management work and how to get hold of us 
when you have questions. We are a small team, with a 
large area to cover, so you may not always catch us ‘out 
and about’ - we wanted the booklet to be our way of 
saying "hello" and making us more accessible in our 
communities.' 
Secondly, a Flood Risk Management Guidance for 
Landowners leaflet has been produced by Hampshire 
County Council. 
All residents can do their bit in the fight against flooding by 
making sure that ditches and watercourses are kept clear 
of leaves and vegetation, and avoid depositing grass 
cuttings or other rubbish in them. Landowners have a 
specific duty to maintain ditches or streams that run 
through or are adjacent to their land. 
Please do get in touch with any feedback.  Clerk 

Household glass collection 
You should have received by now a black box, a  
sticker showing your collection day and week  
plus an information pack.  If you are missing any  
of these items, please call Cllr Bill Dow on 01425  
653928 or by e-mail bill.dow@newforest.gov.uk 
 
 

mailto:bill.dow@newforest.gov.uk


Residents urged to fill out local housing needs survey  
In the past decade, South East house prices have risen by 
56% compared with 23% for wages. A gross annual 
income of £61,737 is now needed for the average 
mortgage in Hampshire, well over double the average 
salary of £23,145. Rural areas are especially affected; the 
average home costs almost 14 times the average income.  
The Hampshire Alliance for Rural Affordable Housing 
(HARAH) is a partnership between six local authorities, 
The National Park, Hyde Housing Group and Hampshire 
County Council, which develops small affordable housing 
schemes for local people in housing need in rural 
Hampshire.  
The affordable homes built by HARAH help local people 
remain or return to their home village. Family support is 
vital for many older people who need day-to-day help, 
and young families often need the support from parents 
and other relatives with childcare, as it is common for 
both parents to work.  The affordable housing is secured 
to meet long term housing needs. Anyone bidding for 
these properties has to provide strong documentary 
evidence of their local connection before an offer of 
accommodation is made.  
Housing Need Survey  
This survey is to assess the local housing need and it is 
being sent out to all residents in Ellingham Harbridge and 
Ibsley Parish. You may have already received this survey 
through the post.   
At this stage, no decisions have been made about taking a 
scheme forward as this will depend on the outcomes of 
the survey and be subject to further discussions with 
residents. The results of this survey will be invaluable to 
HARAH and the Parish Council so please take time to fill it 
out.  
If a small scheme is built in the parish, only people who 
have registered on ‘Homesearch’ or ‘Help to Buy South’ 
housing waiting lists will be eligible for an affordable 
property. If you or someone you know is in need of a 
property at Affordable Rent or Shared Ownership and 
have a local connection to Ellingham, Harbridge and Ibsley 
Parish, it is in your/their interests to register.  
Homesearch (join the waiting list) 
www.newforest.gov.uk/homesearch  
Please register through the link above to go on the 
waiting list or contact New Forest District Council on 
02380 285000 or Housing Services on 02380 285234. 
Catherine Kirkham, Rural Housing enabler 
 

A Household Waste & Recycling Centres consultation is 
available online at: www.hants.gov.uk/recycling until 22 
August 2014. Paper copies can be collected from 
Hampshire Libraries, or requested by phone 0845 603 
5634 or email hwrc.consultation@hants.gov.uk.  Please 
do take this opportunity to respond to the consultation to 
help shape the future of recycling centres. 

 

Thank you! 
I was thrilled at the amazing turnout at our Annual Ragwort 
Pull & Litter Pick on 5 July.  Around 30 of us donned gloves 
and filled bag after bag with ragwort.  Special thanks go to 
Nick Smith at Newlands Farm who arrived with an army of 
volunteers and a truck, and to Michelle Baxter and her 
team at the National Trust for providing transport, black 
bags and very welcome refreshments.  It was wonderful to 
see new faces, as well as the old ones!  Clerk  
 

Keep a look out for orchids when walking in the Parish, as 
there may up to 10 species in this area - 

http://www.newforestvrs.org.uk/forest-information/new-
forest-orchids/ . 

This June has been blessed with pyramidal orchids in the 
verges in Ellingham Drove and Mockbeggar Lane.   

Green winged orchids used to be found in good number, 
growing in unimproved fields in the New Forest.  

The first orchid to appear is the early purple orchid, found 
under hazel trees, spotted orchids are seen in good 

numbers on our commons and marsh orchids can be 
found in isolated damp areas by Dockens Water. 

Twayblade is found near the Study Centre at Blashford 
Lakes, the bee orchid has been seen by the lower path to 

the Lapwing Hide by Ibsley Water and later in the year it is 
possible to see autumn lady's tresses. 

Cllr Patrick Webster 

  The team at Hockey`s Farm Shop are delighted 
to welcome everyone to visit the farm and see the newly 
extended shop they have finally moved into. Easy access to 
the farm is now possible for mobility scooters, cyclists, 
walkers and even the odd pony, (if led in by its human). The 
whole farm is looking lovely; the range in the shop has been 
extended considerably to sell wines, alongside Ringwood 
and Piddle beers. All are most welcome to enjoy their 
purchases in their lovely garden area too. 

Bonfire etiquette  
There are no restrictions on when you can or cannot have 
a bonfire or use a barbecue; however you cannot cause a 
smoke nuisance. You may find your neighbours are less 
likely to be annoyed by a bonfire between lighting up time 
and 11pm. Please consider and respect the wishes of your 
neighbours at all times. See this article for more details:-
http://www.newforest.gov.uk/index.cfm?articleid=4230 
Fire and precautions 
What a lovely summer! It is a very long time since farmers 
were able to harvest, bale and bag their hay crops all in 
one go and in June.  
The implication of this wonderful sunshine is that there 
are vast areas of the forest that are bone dry and very 
vulnerable to fire risk. Please be very careful with 
matches, BBQs and discarding cigarettes as well as litter 
which can focus the sun’s rays and create fire hazards. 

Cllr Jim Spark 

We hope you have enjoyed this newsletter!  Any suggestions for items to include next time should be sent to the 
Clerk, Gorran House, 6 Butlers Lane, Ringwood BH24 1UB or by email: ehiparishcouncil@gmail.com 
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