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24 June 2014 

ELLINGHAM, HARBRIDGE & IBSLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in Ellingham Church Hall on Tuesday 24 June 2014. 

Members: 
Cllr Burtenshaw (Chairman) (P) 
Cllr Lane 
Cllr Errington (P) 
Cllr Spark (P) 
Cllr Webster (P) 
Cllr Stokes (P) 
Cllr Shand (P) 
Cllr Loader 
(P denotes present) 
 
Others present: 
DCllr Dow 
Natasha Mackenzie (Clerk) 
 
Members of the Public (0). 
 
1. Apologies 
14/97 
The Clerk received apologies from Cllr Loader, Cllr Lane and CCllr Heron. 
 
2. Disclosures of Interest – none. 
 
3. Minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 27 May 2014 
14/98 
It was resolved the minutes of the Annual Meeting on 27 May 2014 were to be signed as a true and 

accurate record.  Proposed by Cllr Webster and seconded by Cllr Stokes.  5 in favour, 1 abstention as 

absent from the last meeting. 

4. Chairman’s Report on Matters Arising from 27 May 2014 
14/99 
Land ownership map 
Ongoing project in progress. 
 
County Councillor's report on 106 monies 
Awaiting notes from 30th April meeting so as to be able to report on commitments and timings for 
expenditure on bridge replacements. Clerk chased today (24 June). 
 
Ditches and Culverts 
Highwood Ford - Contractor has requested further site meeting to clarify details of tree clearance 
work. 
Toms Lane - Clerk has contacted Bob Brown’s temporary replacement Gavin Coundley for an update. 
Alice Lisle Cattle Grid - Clerk has reminded Gavin Coundley again that there is still a flooding and 
drainage issue. 
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Cross Lanes - Clerk has requested HCC for action on culverts and ditches to be cleared before the 
autumn. 
Ivy Lane - Clerk has contacted Gavin Coundley on this topic and requested a site visit. 
 
Flooding Issues 
The resident, Christian Hunter-Simmonds at Broomy has had a site meeting with Somerley and 
Natural England who have agreed to the removal of trees in Dockens Water and all rhododendrons. 
Somerley have agreed to carry out the work. 
 
Footpaths and Other Issues on FP1 North Ibsley Lakes 
No further news from HCC on interpretation of Conservation Management Plan. 
Re-siting of parish benches on the agenda. 
 
Footpath Issues on FP 71 and FP 727 
The erosion along the side of Linbrook close to Headlands (FP71) is being dealt with by HCC. 
As reported before, FP 727 is the permissive path from Karma Cottage to Ellingham Crossroads and 
several trees have fallen across the path. I have asked Tarmac/Somerley to assist in the clearance of 
the path and hopefully the work will be carried out in the near future. 
 
Hanson Concrete Charitable Trust 
Final meeting of the Trust planned for 8th July 2014. 
I will raise the feasibility of transferring the remaining funds to the Parish Council to act as Trustees 
for a possible new charity. 
 
Restoration of Blast Bunker as a historical feature. 
This remains a possible project subject to funding. 
 
5. Public Forum – none. 
 
6. Finance 
14/100 
i. Payment of accounts.  The following cheques were approved for payment.  Proposed by Cllr 

Shand, seconded by Cllr Webster.  All in favour (6). 

1102 J Spark-stationery expenses  9.79  

1103 T Mason-handyman April invoice  48.00  

1104 Hampshire Assoc. of Local Councils-planning development session  60.00  

1105 A Shand-travel expenses  11.25  

1106 Viking Payments-stationery  80.94  

1107 Friends of Ellingham-church hall hire Apr-Jun  160.00  

1108 N Mackenzie-backdated pay increase Apr-May  30.00  

1109 N Mackenzie-June salary & expenses  730.82  

1110 Post Office Ltd-NICS Apr-Jun  9.16  
 
14/101 
ii. Financial report 
Current £9,656.64 (after above payments) 
Business Reserve 1 £45,811.15 
Business Reserve 2 £1,083.53 
 
14/102 
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iii. Consider renewal of insurance premium (circ. by Clerk) 
The Clerk had circulated details of the existing provider Zurich’s quote (£311.65) and AON’s quote 
(£392.26), stating the cover is exactly the same with an increase to the fidelity guarantee as 
recommended by the internal auditor.  Cllr Burtenshaw proposed to renew with Zurich, seconded by 
Cllr Stokes, all in favour (6).  Clerk to complete renewal. 
 
7. Crime 
14/103 
None had been reported however Cllr Spark advised a van has been spotted suspiciously driving 
around Snails Lane and Ivy Lane. 
 
8. Parish Council Matters: 
14/104 
i. Adopt updated Standing Orders. 
Cllr Burtenshaw advised a few comments had been received and it was agreed by all the proposed 
document is lengthy and not easy to read.  It was discussed what purpose this document is for, and 
agreed the essence of the current Standing orders are satisfactory.  It was agreed Cllr Burtenshaw 
and the Clerk will compare the existing document to the NALC document and revert to the Parish 
Council in due course. 
14/105 
ii. Consider proposal to increase number of members. 
This topic was discussed and all agreed due to the large amount of planning applications considered 
and outside bodies’ meetings the members attend, an increase to 10 members would ensure more 
effective running of the Parish Council.  Cllr Burtenshaw proposed to commence the process to apply 
for two more members, seconded by Cllr Spark, all in favour (6).  Cllr Spark and the Clerk to 
commence the process. 
14/106 

iii. Suggestions for re-siting of Parish Council Jubilee benches. 
Several suggestions were received; adjacent to Ellingham Church Hall, on footpath on hill behind 
Ibsley Village Hall, at Blashford Lakes.  It was discussed and agreed the benches would be suited to 
the Blashford Lakes Conservation Area.  Cllr Burtenshaw proposed for an agreement in principle for 
the Clerk to approach Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust and the Blashford Lakes Reserve 
officer, seconded by Cllr Stokes, all in favour (6). 
14/107 

iv. Suggestions for end of July newsletter. 
Several suggestions were put forward and volunteers to write small articles.  All articles to the Clerk 
by 5 July please. 
 
9. Environmental Matters: 
i. Footpaths 
14/108 
Hanson Quarry permissive path.  Cllr Webster had requested investigating whether the north/south 
footpath between Mockbeggar Lakes and Ibsley Water could be open all year round and open to 
dogs.  Cllr Burtenshaw had liaised with the Senior Planning Ecologist at Hampshire and Isle of Wight 
Wildlife, and he had explained due to the need of consent from Natural England, requirement for a 
habitats regulation assessment, potential impact on wildlife and how the path leads directly onto the 
reserves, they would be opposed to it. 
14/109 
A concern of vehicular access to Mockbeggar Lake was raised, and Cllr Burtenshaw believed this 
access is for disabled access to the lake. 
14/110 
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Update on Footpath 31 – possible kissing gates.  The stile is currently over a wall which is part of a 
listed building, The Old Rectory.  Cllr Burtenshaw has asked opinion of Ringwood & Fordingbridge 
Footpath Society, and been advised in their opinion it is highly unlikely the conservation officer 
would support the removal of part of the wall for a kissing gate.  Clerk to contact Conservation 
Office for their view. 
 
ii. Ditches, culverts & overhanging vegetation: 
14/111 
Concern was raised over overhanging trees blocking the view at Ellingham Cross Roads.  Clerk to 
look at and report if necessary. 
 

iii. Annual Ragwort Pull & Litter Pick Saturday 5 July 10am. 
14/112 
All members were reminded of this event and encouraged to spread the word.  DCllr Dow will 
provide litter grabbers, black rubbish bags. 
 

iv. Review of the National Trust’s resident pack (circ.16Jun). 
14/113 
The National Trust have asked for the members’ support to distribute this pack to our residents to 
provide information on how to take responsibility and care for the commons.  All agreed it was a 
useful document, with a few minor amendments to the graphics.  Cllr Burtenshaw proposed this 
document be sent out with the July Newsletter and request Michelle Baxter to write a small covering 
article.  Seconded by Cllr Stokes, all in favour (6).  Clerk to action. 
 
10. Community Matters:  
i. Ellingham Show 9 August – update. 
14/114 
In Cllr Lane’s absence, Cllr Burtenshaw requested she email the members with this update. Cllr Lane 
to action.   
 
ii. HARAH Affordable Housing Needs survey. 
14/115 
In Cllr Lane’s absence, Cllr Burtenshaw requested she email the members with this update. Cllr Lane 
to action.   
 
11. Consultation Papers (to approve responses or agree attendees as appropriate): 
14/116 
i. Household Waste Recycling Centres (HWRC) response by 22Aug’14 (circ.17Jun).  It was agreed 

this is appropriate for residents to respond to, to go on notice boards, website and raise 
awareness at the Ellingham Show. 

 
12. Outside Bodies 
i. Blashford Lakes Consultative Forum 20May’14 (circ.7Jun)-attended by Cllr Webster. 
14/117 
In addition to the official minutes, Cllr Webster highlighted to the members how Martin Devine 
confirmed the Blashford Lakes Strategic Management Plan is an advisory document, not policy; 
Fiona Bowles is retiring next month; ultrasound work in the lakes to keep fish away from set areas 
has showed positive results to control of algae and reduced weed growth 
ii. New Forest Association of Local Councils 17Apr’14 (circ.9Jun)-attended by Cllr Lane 

iii. North West Quadrant Meeting 28Apr’14 (circ.10Jun)-attended by Cllrs Errington and Shand 
iv. Oil and Gas event 5Jun’14 (circ.13Jun)-attended by Cllr Lane 
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v. Paths to Partnership 5Jun’14 (circ. by Cllr Burtenshaw)-attended by Cllrs Burtenshaw & 
Errington. 

14/118 
Cllr Burtenshaw verbally updated the members on this event advising there may be a Small Grants 
Scheme funding opportunity; the local Countryside Access Plan produced by HCC in 2008 is due to 
be updated; potential to create an EHI specific leaflet on footpaths and points of interest.  
 
13. County/District Matters: 

i. Reports from District Councillor.  
DCllr Dow had nothing to add. 
 
14. Correspondence: 
14/119 
The Clerk has received details of a New Forest Story Workshop on Wednesday 9 July.  Cllr Errington 
to attend, Cllr Shand to confirm if attending in due course.  Clerk to confirm representative/s. 
 
14/120 
Cllr Burtenshaw raised the need for a litter bin at Moyles Court ford to prevent visitors filling up the 
grit bin.  Clerk has investigated with NFDC and they advise the Forestry Commission is responsible.  
The Clerk is to continue investigations, request for a lock on the grit bin and laminate a ‘take your 
litter home’ sign.  
 
14/121 
Cllr Webster showed photos of a wild pyramidal orchid seen on Mockbeggar Lane opposite St 
Martins Church and requested HCC be contacted to not cut the verge until it has finished flowering.  
Clerk to do.  Cllr Webster to write a small piece for the next newsletter. 
 
14/122 
The Clerk is ordering one copy of the NALC Parish Council Toolkit, and will create a library list for 
those who wish to read any publications.  Clerk to action. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.40pm. 
 
Dates of forthcoming meetings to be held at Ellingham Church Hall at 7.30pm:- 
 
Parish Council    Planning Committee 
Tuesday 22 July 2014   Tuesday 8 July 2014 
No meeting in August   Tuesday 12 August 2014 
 


