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10 June 2014 
 

ELLINGHAM, HARBRIDGE & IBSLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 
Minutes of the meeting held in Ellingham Church Hall on Tuesday 10 June 2014. 
 
Members: 
Cllr Spark – Chairman (P) 
Cllr Errington (P) 
Cllr Burtenshaw (P) 
Cllr Lane (P) 
Cllr Stokes (P) 
Cllr Webster (P) 
Cllr Shand (P) 
(P denotes present)  
 
In attendance: 
Natasha Mackenzie - Clerk 
 
Members of the public (14) 
 
1. Apologies – none. 
 
2. Declarations of interest – none. 
  
3. Minutes of the last meeting (13 May 2014)  
14/78P 
The minutes of the last Planning Committee meeting on 13 May 2014 were approved and signed as 
correct.  Proposed by Cllr Stokes, seconded by Cllr Webster, all in favour (7).  (Cllr Loader was not 
present at that meeting). 

 
4. Matters Arising 
14/79P 
13/101P – Steve Williams has advised at the end of May he is reviewing how internal updates are 
reflected on live online cases and he hopes to evaluate their online reporting after that. 
 
14/21P – Cllr Lane presented to NFALC in April on our concerns on light attenuation.  Cllr Lane to 
continue to champion this at NFALC, heading up the focus group and will update the Parish Council 
in due course. 
 
14/36P - Appeal by Land at Little Pointers 13/98787 for the manege and access track.  The appeal 
decision is awaited.  
 
5. Public Forum 
14/80P 
Mr Bill Walsh, the appointed agent, spoke on potential plans for Linford Park Nursing Home, advising 
the owner has been trying to sell it for four years.  An approach to the planning authority for a mixed 
nursing home with independent units was refused, and two years ago a planning application was 
submitted to the NPA to use the building for a drug rehabilitation centre for ex-convicts, which was 
then withdrawn due to the public outcry.   
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The plot is 80,000 square feet, and has been subject to some vandalism and breaking of windows.  As 
there was public opposition to the rehabilitation centre, Mr Walsh would like to gauge the Parish 
Council’s opinion on demolition of the nursing home and redevelopment of the site for 6 or 7 detached 
properties, comprising of 4/5 bedrooms, on the existing footprint of the nursing home. 
 
Cllr Spark thanked Mr Walsh for coming along and outlining his proposals, and recommended 
significant pre-application advice would be required from the planning authority. 
 
Two Linford residents expressed interest in turning the site into a nature reserve, and liaised with Mr 
Walsh after the meeting. 
 
6. Development control and TPO applications. 
Please note: applications are minuted in the order they were discussed, not as per the agenda. 
 
14/81P 
NPA 14/00342 8 Cuffnells Close, Mockbeggar - Single storey rear extension; replacement 
conservatory (demolition of existing conservatory).  Cllr Lane explained the location and advised the 
application is to move the conservatory at the rear of the building from the left to the right side, and 
extend the kitchen by 3.6m into the space created by moving the conservatory.  The following was 
established during discussions:- 

- The current kitchen is very small, and this change will greatly enhance the amenity of the 
property.   

- Their immediate neighbour altered their property in the same way last October.   
- The proposed floor space would be within the limit of 100 m2 as per policy DP11, and the 

extension’s roof line will be subservient to the main dwelling. 
- The applicant intends for matching materials to the existing property be used. 

 
Cllr Lane proposed to recommend permission under option 3 with the following comments:- 

-         The extension roofline will be subservient to the main dwelling; 
-         The extension will improve the amenities of the property; 
- The proposal will create a visual mirror of the adjacent property granted planning to do 

exactly the same extension in October last year. 
 

Seconded by Cllr Stokes, all in favour (8). 
 
14/82P 
NPA 14/00350 Primrose Cottage, Toms Lane, Linwood – retention of mobile home for agricultural 
worker.  Cllr Errington explained this application is different to previous applications for the mobile 
home, as this one seeks permanent permission for the mobile home.  During discussions the 
following was established:- 

- The applicant is a very active commoner and farmer running a thriving agricultural business 
with a long family history in the parish dating back to the 1700s.  He has approx. 240 stock 
(cattle and sheep), and the agricultural need for a worker on site has been demonstrated 
and justified in the design and access statement and in day to day practice. 

- The property Toms Farm is not available for the applicant to live in. 
- This application seeks permanent permission for the mobile home, which would remain as a 

mobile home and not be constructed as a permanent brick dwelling. 
- The bungalow Toms Farm and its’ holding are separate to the applicant’s mobile home and 

holdings. 
- To protect against the creation of a future permanent dwelling in the National Park, which is 

contrary to policy DP13, the permission could be tied to the applicant and his spouse.   
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Cllr Errington proposed to recommend permission under option 3, with the following comments:- 
 

-         The applicant has lived on this site since 1999 and established himself as a prominent 
commoner as well as a successful farmer with a very real need to live in the mobile home. 

-      The Parish Council are supportive of this application to make the mobile home a 
permanent dwelling and give the applicant peace of mind for his future. We are also 
aware that without conditioning this could become a separate property contrary to policy 
and have discussed it with the applicant. He is happy with our recommendation that the 
permission be specifically conditioned for the lifetime of the applicant and his spouse. 

 
Seconded by Cllr Lane.  7 in favour, 1 abstention. 
 
14/83P 
NFDC 14/10646 Land adjacent Nursery Cottages, Nea Drive, Somerley - Members sports hall & hard-
standing for golf club.  Cllr Spark requested for Cllr Errington to chair this application.  He then 
explained the location, showed photos of the existing facilities and drawings of the proposed sports 
hall. 
  
During discussions it was established that:- 

-          the new sports hall would be on the existing hard standing, and the existing buildings would 
be demolished. It would actually be more of a changing and refreshment area than a sports 
hall. 

-  the rented cottage nearby which is currently leased by the golf club would return to the 
Somerley Estate for leasing. 

-  it is a 9 hole golf course with the 10th hole being for practice, and the current membership is 
approx. 160. 

- the ridge height at 5.5m was considered excessive and the agent was open to the suggestion 
of it being lowered to 4m. 

- the new facility is not intended to be used as a more active social club. 
 

Cllr Spark proposed to recommend option 3, with the following comments:- 
-  The Parish Council established this is more of a members changing and ‘club house’ rather 

than a sports hall. 
-         The Parish Council would like careful consideration given to the materials to be used to fit 

in with the environment. The adjacent cottages have a very distinct style. 
-  The proposed ridge height of 5.5m is considered excessive and the Parish Council would 

welcome a reduction to 4m unless architecturally essential. This would then have 
significantly less impact on the size and massing and be less intrusive to the view of the 
neighbouring cottages. 

 
Seconded by Cllr Lane, 8 in favour.  Cllr Spark resumed as Chairman. 
 
14/84P 
NPA 14/00398 Newtown Orchard, Newtown Lane, South Gorley – erect new house and garage; 
demolish existing.  Cllr Burtenshaw explained the location and showed photos of the property and 
site.  The building is in dire need of refurbishment, and it is in a prominent position on the western 
Escarpment.  Existing and proposed elevations were compared. 

During discussions it was established that:- 
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- The existing access will still be used but the flat-roofed garage will be demolished and 
vehicles will drive into the property and turn eastwards to access the large garage with a 
room above it. 

- The rear single storey extension with have white render and multi red facing bricks, whilst 
the main building will be timber clad. 

- The main property’s ridge height will increase from 6.7m to 7.3m. 
- A neighbour’s concerns on privacy were looked at and it was thought the building was far 

enough away and at a different angle to prevent a great loss of privacy. 
- A second bat survey had been instructed but there were no results available at the time of 

the meeting. 
- The garage ridge height was estimated at 4.5m (there were incomplete dimensions on the 

drawing). 
- The land is generally wet due to the water draining from the commons, which continues 

down Newtown lane to join Highwood Lane.  It was mentioned how lots of patio paving can 
add to drainage issues. 

 
After extensive discussions, Cllr Burtenshaw proposed to recommend refusal under option 2 with 
the following comments:- 

-         The Parish Council have concerns on the estimated 4.5m ridge height of the garage, as this 
and its location uphill on the site increase the size and massing of the structure greatly. 

- The Parish Council would like the materials used for cladding and windows to be 
reconsidered. 

- The area downhill from this site is very prone to flooding and the applicant should be 
encouraged to give due consideration to assisting the natural flow of the water from the 
commons as well as using permeable materials for paved areas to assist drainage. 

- Results from a second bat survey should carefully be considered. 
 
Seconded by Cllr Shand, 8 in favour. 
 
14/85P 
NFDC 14/10557 Nonsuch, Mockbeggar Lane, Mockbeggar – roof alterations to extend 1st floor; 
balcony; roof lights; porch.  Cllr Shand explaind the location, showing photos of the front and rear of 
the property.  The applicant explained he wants to get the roof lines correct, and he plans to use 
matching materials to the existing.  
 
During discussions the following was established:- 

- The porch will be removed at the front of the property and the main entrance will be via the 
glass porch at the side of the property. 

- It was noted the NFDC Planning Officer thought the balcony at the front of the property out 
of character, the 4.5m glass porch height excessive. 

- Concerns were mentioned on the increased level of glazing at the front of the property and 
the glass porch. 

- There is a disagreement on whether this proposal takes it over the permitted 30% increase 
between the Planning Officer and the applicant. 

 
Cllr Burtenshaw proposed to recommend option 5, advising the Parish Council are happy to accept 
the decision reached by the NFDC Officers under their delegated powers with the following 
comments:- 

- The height of the glazed porch is reconsidered and the applicant be encouraged to take 
steps to attenuate light pollution from the property; 

- The floor space calculations be checked; 
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- The creation of a balcony on the front of the property be reconsidered. 
  
Seconded by Cllr Webster, all in favour (8). 
 
The Chairman brought forward item 10 on the agenda. 
 

10. Discuss and consider any action of possible planning breaches at Newlands Farm. 

14/86P 
The owner Mr Smith was in attendance and the members discussed with him several concerns, as 
follows:- 

- Number of horses grazing on the land.  Some recent counts had been between 35 and 40, 
where the Lawful Development Certificate states only 35 may be grazed.  Mr Smith 
explained as a commoner, from time to time he brings ponies off the forest which only 
require 0.25 acre of grazing land, which still keeps the number of horses within the acreage 
of the land.  Steve Avery (NPA) has recently confirmed in writing to the clerk he would only 
consider taking this further if the numbers regularly exceeded 40. 

- Feeding of the horses outside the winter months 1 December-31 March.  It was discussed 
and agreed that this can be weather dependent as after such a wet winter, the grass was 
very poor.  Mr Smith noted he started feeding three weeks into December last year, and 
advised he will always put the welfare of the horses first. 

 
Cllr Spark proposed to suspend Standing Orders, seconded by Cllr Burtenshaw, 7 in favour. 
 

- Damage by the horses to oaks on the land.  Mr Smith acknowledged they have fenced 
approx. half of the 14 oak trees to protect them, and they are monitoring the others and will 
fence them if needed. 

 
Cllr Spark summed up, thanking Mr Smith for his time and willingness to come along to discuss this 
with the members.  He commented that the core winter months should be measured by the 
weather and the ability for grass to grow rather than date on a calendar. He also suggested Mr Smith 
may want to pursue with Mr Avery an amendment to the Lawful Development Certificate stating 
either the exact number of horses or the maximum permissible and suggested that the Parish 
council would also consult with Mr Avery on these two points. 
  
7. Consider an Application for Lawful Development Certificate for Existing Use: 
14/87P 
NPA 14/00302/LDCE Building adj. to Brook Barn, Brook Farm, Linford – existing use of building as a 
residential dwelling.  No members had any evidence to consider submitting. 
 
8. Decisions received from NFDC & NPA (circulated prior to agenda approved): 
14/88P  
NFDC 14/10403 Windmill Service Station, Blashford – granted stc 
NPA 14/00266 Old Chapel, Moyles Court School, Rockford – granted stc 
NFDC 14/10512 Land at Adlams Plantation – granted stc 
NPA CONS/14/0440 South and East boundaries at Ibsley Village Hall – raise no objections 
NPA CONS/14/0468 Mount Farm, Highwood – raise no objections 
NPA CONS/14/0502 Old Orchard, Linford – raise no objections 
 
9. Planning Authority Committee meetings, Appeals and Enforcements: 

14/89P 
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QU/14/0113 Edgemoor Farm, Linwood – breach of condition of PP 12/97831 siting of mobile home – 
update requested from NPA. 
EN/13/0165 Forest Corner/Korna, Mockbeggar – NPA confirm enforcement notice has been 
complied with and enforcement notice remains in effect. 
NFDC 14/10585 The Old Church, Ibsley – to be considered at NFDC Planning Development Control 
Committee 11 June 2014.  
 

10. This item was brought forward and discussed after item 6. 
 
11. Summary of Planning Development Session: 
14/90P 
One comment was to hold a similar event annually, and the Clerk summarised how other members 
are able to liaise with residents/members of the public on topics as long as they are not making a 
decision on behalf or without the authority of, the Parish Council. 
 
12. Correspondence: 
14/91P 
The Clerk had liaiased with HCC Highways, and the slip road is in control of the Highways Agency, 
who have no objections to the application.  No-one is able to attend the NPA Development Control 
Committee meeting for the McDonalds application (as circulated), and the Clerk suggested liaising 
with the Case Officer as it is solely going to committee as it is contrary to our view.  Clerk to do. 
 
14/92P 
The Clerk had received a request fom previous applicants’ of Orchards, South Gorley asking if the 
Parish Council would actively support their application if it went to Develoment Control Committee.  
Cllr Spark to look into. 
 
13. Other Business  

14/93P 
Cllr Burtenshaw updated the members on her forthcoming meeting regarding the recent Bleak Hill 
extension to hours of pumping operation application on Thursday 12 June.  The Regulatory 
Committee is scheduled for 18 June, and Cllrs Burtenshaw and Errington will attend the meeting and 
act on behalf of the Parish Council, potentially needing to reach a compromise on the proposed 
hours.  Cllr Spark proposed they be allowed to act on behalf of the Parish Council at this meeting, 
seconded by Cllr Webster, all in favour (8). 
 
14/94P  
Cllr Lane advised a housing needs survey has been produced to go out to all residents in the parish, 
and she is looking for support to hand deliver it in key areas. Clerk to add to agenda for discussion 
on 24 June, Cllr Lane to circulate the survey to all for review. 
 
Meeting closed at 9.55pm. 
 

The next Planning Committee meeting will be held on  
Tuesday 8th July 2014 at 7.30pm in Ellingham Church Hall 


