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14 January 2014 
 

ELLINGHAM, HARBRIDGE & IBSLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 
Minutes of the meeting held in Ellingham Church Hall on Tuesday 14 January 2014. 
 
Present: 
Cllr Spark - Chairman 
Cllr Errington 
Cllr Burtenshaw 
Cllr Lane 
Cllr Stokes 
Cllr Webster 
Cllr Shand 
Cllr Richardson 
 
In attendance 
Natasha Mackenzie - Clerk 
 
Members of the public (7) 
 
1. Apologies – none. 
 
2. Declarations of interest – none. 
 
3. Minutes of the last meeting (12 November 2013)  
14/01P 
The minutes of the last Planning Committee meeting on 12 November 2013 were approved and 
signed as correct.  Proposed by Cllr Richardson, seconded by Cllr Errington.  7 in favour (Cllr Shand 
did not vote as she was not present at this meeting). 

 
4. Matters arising. 
14/02P 
12/95P – NPA has two sets of TPO1094 plans in Harbridge.  Cllr Burtenshaw is in process of updating 
the Parish Council’s Tree Files with (A) and (B); the NPA are still planning to look into this. 
 
13/76P – The removal of concrete lamp posts in Cuffnells Close was performed on 9 December 2013. 
 
13/94P – Equestrian activities at barn in Lomer Lane.  Enforcement Officer has advised a Planning 
Contravention Notice has been served.  Clerk has chased for an update asap. 
 
13/101P – Clerk sent a letter to NFDC Enforcement in relation to the length of time cases are 
outstanding, with a suggestion of the production of a quarterly report detailing their progress on 
outstanding enforcements.  A response has been received and hard copies handed to all 
Councillors at this meeting; any comments proposed for inclusion to the Clerk by Wednesday 22 
January, whilst she is preparing a response to alert Steve Williams to the NPA’s quarterly report. 

13/168P – The NFDC Enforcement Team have established that the fencing work on the Land at 
Hucklesbrook creating a large enclosure at the southern boundary parallel to Ibsley Drove is to 
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prevent deer accessing the land and a proposed orchard/allotment; the fencing is below 2m in 
height. 
 
13/172P – Clerk still to arrange her visit Moyles Court School to view completed reception room and 
boiler house. 
 
13/173P – Ditching in the Parish - Cllr Burtenshaw advised the work has been instructed but cannot 
be undertaken at present due to the severely wet weather and fullness of the ditches.  The 
contractor is closely monitoring this in order to complete the work when able.  Cllr Stokes thanked 
Chirs Lamb for the ditching work he has undertaken in Harbridge/Bleak Hill. 
 
Cllr Errington advised Bob Brown, HCC Highways has had a cycling accident and sadly will not be at 
work for some time; the Clerk is investigating with Richard Bastow who the temporary replacement 
will be and has sent best wishes to Bob on behalf of the Parish Council. 
 
5. Public Forum – none. 
 
6. Development control and TPO applications. 
Please note: applications are minuted in the order they were discussed, not as per the agenda. 
 
14/03P 
NDFC 13/11455 Sunset, Ivy Lane, Blashford – roof alterations in assoc. with new 1st floor; front 
dormer & roof lights; rear dormer inc Juliet Balcony; rear covered terrace at 1st floor; single-storey 
side & rear extension; fenestration alterations.  Cllr Richardson explained the location, detailing it is 
a small cottage/bungalow which has been developed some time ago.  The application is to extend 
the property and create a first floor, within the permitted maximum 30% increase allowed by the 
Planning Authority.   
 
The main changes are to be on the rear elevation which is overlooking Spinnaker Lake; the proposed 
first floor will be used as living space and the ground floor will comprise of bedrooms and a family 
room.  The proposal would result in a 30% increase in floorspace, which is within the NFDC 
guidelines and confirmed in the Planning Officer’s revised briefing note. 
 
The increase in glazing and the impact on the light pollution was extensively discussed.  The 
Committee emphasised the need for light attenuation and PIR’s (Passive Infrared sensors) to be used 
for all external lighting, explaining the affect of light pollution contributing to the ‘orange sky’ night 
glow.  The agent advised the existing rear elevation has a fully glazed conservatory, of which the 
glazing is minimised in the proposal. 
 
The materials used are to be rendering and clay tile, in keeping with the existing, but a non-material 
amendment may be submitted to change it to remove the render. 
 
Cllr Richardson stated he felt the proposal is an improvement to the existing property, and 
proposed to recommend permission under option 3 with the following comments:- 

- The Parish Council would like the applicants to strive to minimise any light pollution from 
the property by using internal curtains and the installation of PIRs on all external lighting.  

 
Seconded by Cllr Lane, all in favour (8).   
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Upon the Clerk making the recommendation to the NFDC, they have subsequently advised that they 
have no policies with which to condition an approval for light attenuation and thus it can only be 
requested of the applicant. 
 
14/04P 
NPA 13/99078 Rockford Cottage, Highwood Lane, Highwood – 1st floor rear extension; timber 
cladding; changes to fenestration; porch; re-roofing; reconfiguration of NW elevation.  Cllr Lane 
explained the location of the property, explaining part of the front elevation is to be removed and 
the rear elevation will be extended, resulting in no net increase of floorspace.  It was noted that a 
tree threatening the conservatory was removed a couple of years previously and a bat survey has 
been undertaken finding a presence of Common Bats, which does not unduly affect the proposed 
work.  Cllr Lane explained the windows in both of the apexes are recessed as there is an overhang 
from both the side walls and roof.  

Viewing the proposed rear elevations to the south east, some of the Committee members raised 
strong concerns on the large increase in the amount of glazing and how lights at night time could be 
mitigated.  The property is located within the New Forest National Park which is classified as E1 - 
intrinsically dark skies, and the prominent siting of the property on the hill was thought likely for any 
light pollution to be highly visible.  There are trees and shrubs on the boundary of Highwood Lane, 
but nothing directly screening the house.  The orangery roof was discussed and the applicants’ 
advised the existing conservatory is fully glazed and they are happy to install reflective solar blinds to 
minimise the light pollution in the proposed orangery roof.  They also confirmed blinds/curtains will 
be used in the glazed apex. 

The increased massing of the rear elevation of the building was discussed, and some thought the 
proposals improve the appearance and symmetry of the building as the proposals use cladding and a 
darker slate roof to reduce the visual impact of the current white rendered building and help it sit in 
its’ landscape better. 

Cllr Lane proposed to recommend permission under option 1 with delegated powers to the NPA.  No 
seconder. 

Cllr Stokes proposed to recommend refusal under option 4 with the following reasons:- 

- The large increase in the glazing, especially to the rear SE elevation, is likely to drastically 
increase the light pollution from the property and it is sited in a very visible and prominent 
place on the hill. 

Seconded by Cllr Richardson.  4 in favour, 3 against, 1 abstention. 

Cllr Burtenshaw proposed to recommend refusal under option 2 with delegated powers to the NPA 
with the following reasons:- 

- The large increase in the glazing, especially to the rear SE elevation, is likely to drastically 
increase the light pollution from the property and it is sited in a very visible and prominent 
place on the hill. 

Seconded by Cllr Errington, 3 in favour, 5 against. 
 
Councillor Stokes’ motion was carried. 
 
14/06P 
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NFDC 13/11607 Land of Hucklesbrook North, Salisbury Road – water supply for agricultural livestock 
& enhance the bio-diversity of the natural environment.  Cllr Shand explained where the land is 
located and showed maps of the land.  She advised this is a second application for this site (the 
previous application 13/10862 was withdrawn); the pond has been reduced in size and is proposed 
to be sited in the top right corner of the land approx. 25m distance from the hedged boundary.  The 
dimensions of the pond are 75m x 65m, with a maximum depth of 1.5m.  Cllr Shand advised this land 
is not prone to flooding, and showed a flood map. 
  
During the discussion, the applicant established the following:- 

- A second bore hole has been made in November, before the flooding, and no significant 
water level differences were found to the previous one. 

- The pond would fill naturally over time. 
- The pond would have graduated slopes at one end to enable the livestock to access it for 

watering, and the water level would be 1m lower than the bank level.  
- There is no mains water to the land. 
- The excavated topsoil is to be removed from the site and no Excavation/Waste Permission is 

required as the land affected is less than 0.5 hectare. The contractor has the necessary 
Waste Carrier licence. 

- The planting scheme around the pond would be natural plants with some shrubs and trees. 
- There will be four fenced paddocks with gates for horses/ponies and other livestock, such as 

free roaming sheep and chickens, an orchard and an allotment on the land. 
- Even though there are rights on how much water can be extracted from Huckles Brook, the 

applicant has no plans to extract water. 
- There is no direct access to the commons, so horses/ponies would be transported in 

horseboxes via the A338 access.  
  
The members of the Parish Council raised the following concerns:- 

- Whether the pond would successfully fill naturally. 
- Huckles Brook can run dry in the summer months and any water taken from this stream for 

the pond or to water the livestock could have an impact. 
- Sub division of the fields into paddocks would mean troughs would be required as the 

horses/ponies would not be able to freely access the pond. 
- The loss of back up grazing land. 
- At the lack of a Briefing Note from the NFDC Case Officer. 

  
Also during the discussion, it was established the public footpath is on adjoining land, the 5 degree 
gradient needed on the banks of the pond to allow the stock safe access was discussed and the 
applicant confirmed the dimensions of the pond proposal is the maximum size it can reach in the 
winter.  The Planning Committee expressed regret on the lack of inclusion of:- 

- the cross section of the pond; 
- details of the planting scheme; 
- any information on the proposed livestock. 

  
Cllr Stokes proposed to recommend refusal under option 4 with the following comments:- 

- The Parish Council is disappointed by the lack of detail within the application, such as no 
cross section of the pond, any details of the agricultural livestock to be kept on site and no 
information on the planting scheme or the proposed paddocks.  

- Whilst there is no doubting the applicant’s genuine desire to create a natural habitat but 
Councillors were concerned that there is a danger this agricultural land could, by default, 
be turned into equestrian use by future owners if this is not conditioned. 



Ellingham Harbridge & Ibsley Parish Council Planning Committee          14 January 2014 

Chairman Planning Committee                          5 11 February 2014 

- The Parish Council would draw to the case officer’s attention the correspondence detailed 
in the previous application and the landscape objection drawn up by the NFDC landscape 
team. 

- There is a danger of horse boxes turning on the busy A338. This has not been addressed by 
the Highways agency because the information about agricultural livestock did not indicate 
more significant equestrian use. 

  
Seconded by Cllr Lane, 5 in favour, 1 against, 2 abstentions.  Motion carried. 
 
14/07P 
NFDC 13/11400 7 Harbridge Court, Somerley – 4 roof lights; replace 2 windows to west; various 
internal works (Application for Listed Building Consent).  Cllr Burtenshaw explained the location, 
showing photos of the property and the proposals for Listed Building Consent.  The property was 
developed in 1998 to convert the Listed Buildings of the house and farm buildings to the existing 
residential properties.  The proposals are to improve the natural light into the property by installing 
two rooflights to the north elevation, and a third over the kitchen (this was reduced from a total of 4 
rooflights to 3 after discussions with the Conservation Officer). 
 
Cllr Burtenshaw commented the proposals are all in character with the building and proposed to 
recommend permission under option 3. 
 
Seconded by Cllr Stokes, all in favour (8).  
 
At 9.28pm Cllr Spark proposed to suspend Standing Orders, seconded by Cllr Webster, all in favour 
(8). 
 
14/08P 
NPA 13/99023 McDonalds Restaurant Ltd – 1x Freestanding internally illuminated pole sign with 2 
appendages (application for Advertisement Consent).  Cllr Errington showed drawings and photos to 
remind the Planning Committee of the totem they had approved in October 2013 (13/98834) at the 
new McDonalds at Picket Post, and showed a site plan of where the totem is to be sited. 

The new proposals for this totem were shown and compared to the approved totem, which would 
be at an increased height of 6.9m and fully lit, more in keeping with an urban McDonalds as opposed 
to be sited with the New Forest National Park.  The light emissions would be significantly increased 
to 600 candelas per square metre as this would be a fully lit ‘M’ golden arch, whereas as the 
previous totem was only lit in two places and more in keeping with a rural site. 

Cllr Errington proposed to recommend refusal under option 4, for the following reasons:- 
 

- The Parish Council is very disappointed to see the applicant stray from the rural approach 
to their advertising.  This proposal would have a very significant negative impact on the 
visual amenity as, compared to the previous totem approved 13/98834, this totem is fully 
lit to 600 candelas per square metre and is not empathetic with the rural site and the 
classification of E1 – intrinsically dark skies in the National Park. 

 
Seconded by Cllr Burtenshaw, all in favour (8). 
 
7. Decisions received from NFDC & NPA (circulated prior to agenda approved): 
14/09P 
NPA 13/98861 Land of Cherry Oaks, Rockford Common –granted stc 
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NPA 13/98787 Land at Little Pointers Farm, Toms Lane, Linwood –refused 
NFDC 13/11250 Blashford Lakes Study Centre, Ellingham Drove – granted stc 
NPA 13/98842 Moyles Court School, Rockford – granted stc 
NPA 13/98932 Bracken Hill, Highwood – granted stc 
 
8. Appeals & Enforcement (circulated prior to agenda approved): 
14/10P 
EN/13/0339 Nutwell Wood, Bleak Hill – the Enforcement Officer has advised there will be no further 
action and she will be closing this case. 
 
9. NFDC EN/12/0568 Mockbeggar Lakes re: unauthorised change of use to commercial fishing lakes 

– review if Parish Council have any evidence. 
14/11P 
It was discussed and agreed that the Parish Council will not be submitting anything to the NFDC.  Cllr 
Burtenshaw has had discussions with the Somerley Estate and made it clear the Parish Council would 
like to see an application submitted for a Lawful Development Certificate. 
 
14/12P 
Cllr Webster asked if a response had been received on the request for an update to the Blashford 
Lakes Management Plan.  The Clerk responded that the letter has not yet been sent, Cllr Errington is 
drafting the letter.  Cllr Webster was very unhappy that his report had not been sent, and conveyed 
his feelings strongly to the members of the Planning Committee including a threat to resign.  Clerk to 
liaise with the Parish Council Chairman Cllr Burtenshaw to ensure the letter is sent as soon as 
possible, with approval from the other members.   
 
10. Correspondence – none. 
 
11. Other Business  

14/12P 
Cllr Stokes advised he has dealt with two Tree Works planning applications: Pigeon House Corner 
and Brookside.  He has liaised extensively with the NPA Tree Team and advised them that in both 
cases our recommendation is to raise no objections.  
 
Meeting closed at 9.58pm. 
 

The next Planning Committee meeting will be held on  
Tuesday 11th February 2014 at 7.30pm in Ellingham Church Hall. 

 


