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Keeping our Ditches Clear! 
The rainy season is back and flooding will soon be an issue 
for much of our Parish. Historically, I understand this area 
has always been very prone to flooding at times of high 
rainfall and that is the nature of our immediate 
environment? Last year I believe we coped reasonably 
well and despite severe flooding at times, the water 
seemed to get away through the main ditches and 
culverts. 
However, the main Gorley Road ditch between Cross 
Lanes and Ibsley Service Station does need urgent 
attention as it was last cleared out about 4 years ago.  
Strictly speaking, landowners have a responsibility for 
clearing the watercourses adjoining their land. In some 
cases, this becomes impractical where there are a 
multiplicity of owners along one stretch of a ditch. This is 
so along the Gorley Road ditch and since the Parish 
Council own the wide verge to the east of the ditch, plus 
the fact that the ditch is a major conduit for water to get 
away from roads and properties, we have agreed to clear 
this in two phases (either side of New Road) as a one-off 
operation. 
We are not looking to absolve adjoining owners from their 
ongoing responsibilities and a letter will be sent out to 
this effect in the near future.  
It is important, however, that as many individual culverts 
under the access ways to each property are kept clear so 
your help with these would be appreciated. 
In general, please assist us in this task by keeping as many 
other ditches as possible clear of debris and dead wood 
which can cause blockages in the bigger drains. If you 
would like further information on how to prevent 
flooding, please refer to the HCC leaflet sent out with our 
newsletter in August. This is also available on our website. 

NFDC Consultation on Increase in Numbers of the 
Parish Council.  Included in this Newsletter is another 
communication from New Forest District Council. 
Apparently, the procedure has changed in recent years 
and the Regulations now require there to be two rounds 
of consultation with residents in order to alter the 
number of members on a Parish Council.  
As you know, the Parish Council are keen to revert to the 
previous number of councillors prior to 2007 i.e. 10 (from 
the current membership of 8) for the following reasons:- 
- the councillors all have busy lives; either working, 
juggling families or other voluntary interests. By having 
two more members this would alleviate the pressure by 
allowing the load to be spread a little thinner. 
- all of your councillors are volunteers, giving up their time 
to try and benefit the local community. 
- the workload is ever increasing with many planning 
applications each month and old and new projects that 
we wish to progress. 
 
 

Back in October you received a letter from NFDC and 
thank you to those of you who responded as with your 
support and representation, the District Council 
committee agreed draft proposals to increase numbers in 
principle. This second round of consultation is to endorse 
the matter so your further support would be much 
appreciated. 
I have previously mentioned 'projects' that we want to 
progress. There is much going on in the Parish at the 
moment but also various new initiatives that we want to 
pursue, hopefully with the aid of available grant schemes.  
A new wooden bridge across Dockens Water and along FP 
703 has just been installed to replace the dangerous 
concrete structure.  We want to upgrade other footpaths 
within the Parish, replace slippery stiles with gates, and 
improve conservation habitats especially for the very rare 
Small Fleabane and gather information on historical 
aspects of the area, particularly by reference to the old 
Ibsley Airfield. We have a new and exciting 'potential 
project list' so if you can offer new ideas or thoughts on 
how any aspect of our community can be improved, 
please let us know. 
On behalf of all the Members of the Parish Council, I 
would like to wish you all a very Happy Christmas and a 
bright New Year. We look forward to being of service to 
you in 2015, hopefully with an increase in numbers so 
that we can be more diligent and proactive on your 
behalf. As always we are here for you to contact us with 
any issues or concerns at all and we will endeavour to 
resolve them or at least, point you in the right direction! 
Please do contact the Clerk or any of your representative 
members. 

 Cllr Lindsay Burtenshaw 

Housing Needs survey update 
Thank you to all of the residents who took the time to 
respond to the recent Housing Needs survey sent to you 
back in July by Hampshire Alliance for Rural Affordable 
Housing (HARAH). 
Following an interesting presentation by Catherine 
Kirkham (HARAH) of the survey results to the Parish 
Council on 23 September, it is exciting to report that 
Parish Council is keen to support a small development of a 
6-8 houses within the parish for people with a local 
connection.  Currently there are 16 individuals/families in 
our parish with a housing need. 
We will keep you updated with progress on this exciting 
and well needed, project.   
Thank you to all who participated in this survey. 

Dates for your diaries 
Come along to our Annual Parish Meeting on Tuesday 

28th April – we have some ideas for a guest speaker, but 
who would you like to hear?  Please send your 

suggestions to the Clerk – all will be considered! 
Don’t forget to turn out to vote in the elections on 

Thursday 7 May 2015 

 



  Anne, Robin, Laura and Jonny of Hockey’s 
Farm Shop wish all our neighbours a happy and 
prosperous season.  
Thank you to everyone who has visited us, we have had 
a great first year here at the farm.  To celebrate, every 
weekend during December we are offering 
complimentary bacon sandwiches to all – we would love 
to see you. Our Christmas Cabin`s decorations and gifts 
shop is proving very popular; our meat continues to be 
as good as ever including our own British Lop pork and 
our range of treats is ever increasing - do pop in!  We are 
open daily from 8 am until 5pm. 

Have you taken a look at our website recently?   
Much work has been going into it to make it more user 

friendly, up to date and informative to be of use to 
residents and visitors alike.  We welcome feedback on 
its content, layout and also suggestions on what you 
would like to see on there.  Via the website’s front 

page, you can sign up to receive updates and 
newsletters by email to help save on the escalating 

postage costs.  What are you waiting for?   
Sign up now at  www.ehipc.co.uk 

NFDC crime prevention advice       
New Forest residents are reminded to leave lights on in 
their homes if they are going out in the dark winter 
evenings, as a house with lights on helps a property 
look occupied and deters burglars from attempting to 
break in.  The Safer New Forest Partnership is backing 
Hampshire Constabulary’s Lights On campaign this 
month.  Advice from the New Forest Chief Inspector 
Simon Tribe is: “Thieves are more likely to attempt to 
break in if they see a property in darkness. Make your 
home appear occupied if you are out in the evening, or 
for a longer period, by installing timer switches which 
will turn lamps and radios on and off in your absence.” 
He also urged residents to check that all windows and 
doors, including outbuildings, back gates, garages and 
porches, are securely locked before you leave. 
If you spot somebody behaving suspiciously in your 
neighbourhood, call police on 101, or 999 in an 
emergency.  High quality alarmed padlocks can be 
purchased for £10 at NFDC Information centres. 

Tasks for our Lengthsman   
Can you think of any tasks within our parish we may ask 
our Lengthsman to fulfil?  He has been newly appointed 

and funded by Hampshire County Council, so we are busy 
getting a list of regular and one-off tasks together for his 

worksheet.  Please ensure you provide exact locations and 
details of the task, so it can be assessed for suitability by 
the Clerk or one of the councillors, and forward them to 

the Clerk by email or in writing. 

Turkey Oak removal in the National Park 
Lee Hulin of the National Trust (NT) kindly attended our 

meeting on 25 November to brief us on the National 
Trust’s project identifying the whereabouts and numbers 

of Turkey Oak (Quercus cerris), especially around the 
Bigsburn Hill part of Rockford common. 

The tree was introduced to the UK in 1735 and is 
recognised as an aggressive coloniser of acid and sandy 

soils; it also hosts the Knopper Gall Wasp which is 
parasitic to our native English Oaks by rendering their 

acorns largely sterile. 
Their intention is to identify and selectively remove these 

trees which they consider are a threat to the Site of 
Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). 

Do get in touch with the National Trust if you have any 
questions email: Info.newforest@nationaltrust.org.uk 

Tel: 01425 650035  

Community First New Forest press release 

Ever wish there was more to Christmas 
than bad television and too much food?   
Many charities are desperate for people to lend a 
helping hand over the festive season, so if you are 
thinking of volunteering this Christmas, now’s the time 
to find out what opportunities are available, maybe in a 
local Foodbank, or at a supermarket collecting 
donations, even visiting an older person who may 
experience isolation and loneliness.   
Come and speak to our volunteering ambassadors at 
Ringwood Gateway on Wednesday 3 December 
10.30am–12noon and Fordingbridge Library on 
Wednesday 10 December 10.30am–12.30pm. For more 
information about the volunteering outreaches or 
volunteering in the New Forest please contact Sarah 
Suddrey, Volunteer Centre Co-ordinator, Community 
First New Forest on 01425 482773 email 
vol.bureau@cfnf.org.uk 

              No power? Be prepared!   
Many households in the parish suffered a continued 
loss of electricity supply during the terrible storms 

during last winter. Scottish & Southern Energy (SSE) 
took the complaints seriously, issued a consultation to 

gauge people’s opinions and have endeavoured to 
improve their service. Should you suffer a prolonged 

loss of power, call them on Freephone 0800 072 7282; 
or from a mobile phone 0345 072 1905. 

 
HCC Highways are encouraging residents and road 

users to report any potholes they see using 
http://www3.hants.gov.uk/roadproblems 

 

We hope you have enjoyed this newsletter!  Any suggestions for items to include next time should be sent to the 
Clerk, Gorran House, 6 Butlers Lane, Ringwood BH24 1UB or by email: ehiparishcouncil@gmail.com 
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