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CHAIRMAN’S CHAT 
Summer is here, at last - and the Parish Council's work 
continues apace! One likes to think that summer is a time 
of holidays, relaxation with family and friends, getting out 
and about or just working hard in the garden? Perhaps all 
those things but still the Parish Council remain involved 
with so many different issues, projects and consultations. 
My continued thanks go to our Parish Clerk, Natasha, who 
does so much behind the scenes and manages by a clever 
juggling act to keep the timely matters to the forefront of 
our minds! 
 

The Annual Parish Meeting in May was an auspicious 
milestone for the Council as with the approval of NFDC we 
were able to revert to our original councillor membership 
of 10. We said 'goodbye' to Cllr Stokes and I must extend 
our thanks and gratitude to John for his important 
contribution to parish council affairs over the last 10 
years. He has entered into the life of a councillor seriously 
but with enthusiasm and purpose, always checking on 
detail and often preventing important issues being 
overlooked!  However, following the May elections, we 
were fortunate in that sufficient local residents came 
forward to fill our required allocation without reverting to 
the formal election process. We were delighted to 
welcome three new Councillors to the team - Laura 
Stainton-Burrell who together with her husband, Jonny, 
run Hockey’s Farm Shop, Barbara Sampson of Harbridge 
Farm and Michele Trebilco a long standing resident of 
Mockbeggar. They should all be well known to many of 
our residents and with such interesting and varied 
backgrounds, I am sure their contributions to Parish 
Council matters will prove invaluable. If you have concerns 
or comments please do chat with your local 
representative who in turn will bring those relevant issues 
to our meetings. 
 

I recently attended a newly formed Parish Liaison 
meeting headed by Fordingbridge Town Council but with 
the aim of bringing together important issues of mutual 
concern by all local parishes. Effectively the meetings 
replace the old Police Liaison meetings but crime and 
policing matters will continue to be a principal matter of 
report. We were pleased that our local Inspector Rachel 
Stokes was present to be able to bring us to date on police 
activities in the area. I came away with several important 
messages for all residents! 
1) Hot weather - Lock all doors and windows even if 
absent from the house for a short period or even working 
in the garden. 
2) Holidays - don't advertise your absence, especially on 
social media (it can be tracked!). 
3) Caravans - If you normally leave your caravan in the 
front drive except when you take it on holiday, try  
swapping vans with neighbours on a regular basis so as 
to confuse a potential burglar? (I hadn't appreciated this 
one!). 
 
 
 

 
4) Walks on the Forest - don't leave handbags and 
valuables in cars, even in a safe place. 
5) Suspicious behaviour – the Police are always keen to 
receive a report if you suspect anyone of suspicious or 
anti-social behaviour, especially in our laybys and quiet 
spots in our rural villages –just telephone 101. 
Finally, I wholeheartedly empathise with victims of crime 
having recently been subjected to cowardly attacks on my 
property.  If everyone can do all they can to prevent and 
deter local crime, we can help make our parish a better 
place to live. 
Councillor Lindsay Burtenshaw 
 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO BY-GONE DAYS  
By-Gone Days at Brooklands Farm, South Gorley is 
celebrating 25 years over the first weekend in August.  
This unique 2-day event, organised by Elaine 
Micklewright, is based at former RAF Ibsley and has 
something for all the family.  It started off as a small 
garden party in 1991 and over the past 24 years has 
raised over £250,000 for three charities; Salisbury 
Hospice, British Legion (Women’s Section) and The 
Alzheimer’s Society.  It has a great atmosphere with 
amazing air displays each day (this year including a Spitfire 
that saw action from this very airfield) along with wartime 
exhibits, model aircraft displays, vintage cars, military 
vehicles, motor cycles, static engines, steam train rides, 
tractors, plants, crafts, country foods and a massive book 
and bric-a-brac sale which takes over the main barn.  This 
year there is a ‘Roaring Forties Concert’ by Hyde Band on 
the Saturday evening at 7pm.  See you there! 
Councillor Michele Trebilco 
 

By-gone Days South Gorley 1st-2nd August 
Ellingham & Ringwood Agricultural Show Somerley 
Saturday 8th August 
Affordable Housing Public Exhibition Ibsley Village Hall 
Tuesday 15th September 5.30-8pm – come along to see 
what sites we are considering progressing 
Annual Grant Awards are awarded by the Parish Council 
in October – please get all applications to the clerk by 1st 
October 
 

Ellingham & Ringwood Agricultural Show  
Saturday 8th August – do come and visit us on our stand 
L3 and join us for our drinks reception between 12-1pm.  
Please bring your raffle ticket along to be entered into 
our free raffle of produce generously donated by 
producers within our parish, such as Cobley Wood Farm, 
Avon Valley Nurseries, Hockey’s Farm Shop, Bleak Hill 
Nurseries, Fluffetts Free Range Eggs – please see our 
website for a full list of these fantastic  
local businesses. 
 
 
 



Annual Ragwort Pull and Litter Pick  
This annual event was well supported again this year by 
local residents and the National Trust.  I am very 
pleased to advise a reduction of ragwort was in 
evidence where we have been consistently pulling for a 
number of years. 
Special thanks go to the Sampsons of Harbridge Farm, 
Hockey’s Farm Shop and all the other volunteers who 
returned on the Sunday to continue the battle against 
the ragwort on Rockford Green – I’m pleased to report 
they won!  I am sure you will agree this is a splendid 
photo of their horses with the trailer full of ragwort 
outside the Alice Lisle Inn.  The Clerk 

 
 

Celebrating Local Businesses 
In late March, Matt Baker and the Countryfile team 
came to Harbridge to film Mike and Anne Roberts on 
their mixed livestock farm, Cobley Wood Farm. 
The couple raise free range, rare breed pigs, free range 
poultry and turkeys, lamb and a registered herd of Boer 
goats which are raised for their very healthy meat - half 
the saturated fat of chicken and higher iron than beef. 
The farm has a 5* rated butchery unit in which all their 
meat is prepared and where meat can be butchered to 
your requirements. At this time of the year the farm is 
busy preparing whole and half lambs for sale and 
barbecue packs for special occasions. They offer a free 
home delivery service. 
During the summer months the farm has a stand at 
many of the local Fairs and Shows including The New 
Forest Show, Ellingham & Ringwood Show on stand 
M5, Burley, Frogham and Ringwood Carnival. To find 
out more about the farm or to place an order visit 
www.cobleywoodfarm.co.uk         Mike & Ann Roberts 
 

Following several significant heath fires in the 
area, please continue to be vigilant for groups partying, 
BBQ-ing or camping in the forest particularly in areas 
not designated for these activities. Please investigate 
any smell of burning and call the fire brigade if you are 
in any doubt. Cllr Jim Spark, retained Fire Fighter 
Ringwood 

News from the National Trust 
Firstly, many thanks to all those who came out for the 
Ellingham, Harbridge and Ibsley ragwort pull / litter pick; 
we got lots done—filling up six large builders dumpy bags, 
our plant trailer and the backs of both NT vehicles.  
A great effort!  
 

Recent campfires, mass littering and other illegal activity, 
including paragliding, has increased on Rockford Common 
in the past few weeks due to the warm evenings and 
school/college holidays starting. Many thanks to our local 
volunteer community rangers who have both reported, 
followed up and cleared up litter from some of the recent 
events, your help is much appreciated! New signage in the 
car park will be put up to explain the fragility of the 
habitats and how anti-social activities can be damaging. If 
you are a concerned local and would like to help please 
contact us to find out about becoming a community 
volunteer, otherwise please continue to report any anti-
social activity to the police on 101. 
 

From mid-July we will commence bracken spraying on 
Rockford and Ibsley commons with Asulox from a tractor 
mounted boom. We will target those areas that are so 
dense/thick other lowland heathland plant species, such 
as heathers and grasses, are smothered without access to 
light or water where the bracken dominates. This is to 
increase the species richness and increase biodiversity. 
We will also be foraging bracken, the resulting cut 
bracken makes great mulch for the garden, if anyone is 
interested in having some for free please let us know!  
Contact us on info.newforest@nationaltrust.org.uk or call  
01425 650035. 
Otherwise we will be at the New Forest Show and the 
Ellingham and Ringwood Agricultural show, hope to see 
you there! 
Jacob White, Community Ranger, National Trust 
 
 
 
 

The Parish Council have been asked to clarify with 
Ordnance Survey the name of the road running north 
from the Highwood ford by the Almshouses, and it is 
called Highwood Lane, not Gorley Road.  
Is this your understanding?  Do you call it Gorley Road 
or Highwood Lane?  Does it cause you any confusion 
and do you think the Parish Council be endeavouring to 
get the name changed?   
Do let us know your thoughts……                                                  
Councillor Jim Spark 
 
 
 
 

And finally, Hockey’s Farm Shop are open each 
day until 7pm for the whole of August and would 
welcome feedback as to whether their customers 
would like a 6pm close for the rest of year.  
Drop in the Farm Shop with your comments or contact 
the clerk. 

Please send any suggestions for content or comments to the Clerk by email: ehiparishcouncil@gmail.com 
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