
 EHI NEWS     
Ellingham, Harbridge & Ibsley Parish Council Newsletter 

No 22, Spring 2014 

CHAIRMAN’S CHAT 
I am sure with the arrival of 'Spring' and the beautiful 
flowers and blossom in our gardens and hedgerows and 
young lambs in the fields, all thought of our 'winter of 
discontent' with its storms, power cuts and flooding has 
flown from our minds? But maybe not? Those of you 
affected by such issues are turning your thoughts to how 
similar future problems can be alleviated in the future 
and certainly we, as a Parish Council, will use our best 
endeavours to minimise those concerns. I hope that 
some of the important ditching work carried out over 
the last few months has helped to channel the vast 
quantities of water coming off the Forest and Hampshire 
Highways have done their part by keeping main culverts 
clear. There is always further work to be done and we 
would ask that particularly adjoining land owners try to 
keep their own ditches clear of debris, silt 
and overhanging branches etc. 
Obviously one of the main consequences of continuous 
rainfall is the damage done to our roads. HCC have 
worked hard to repair potholes as they are reported 
but there is still much remedial work to be done. Please 
continue to report such matters to our Clerk or directly 
to the County Council through their website 
www.hants.gov.uk/roadproblems  
or telephone 0845 6035633. 
One of our initiatives for the next financial year is 
'Projects in our Parish' - or perhaps it is more on my 
personal Wish List! There may be access to some 
funding, partly through developers contributions (S.106 
agreements), partly through grant schemes for example, 
the Hanson Charitable Trust Scheme and maybe even 
private landowners. I am keen to improve the parking 
availability in the Parish for residents and visitors alike 
and in turn this would help alleviate parking problems 
on our verges and other unauthorised areas. If you have 
any suggestions on where parking could be provided, 
please make these known to your Councillors.  
We are also looking to improve footpaths and cycle ways 
and create attractive circular routes with points of 
landscape or historical interest. We are working hard 
with other interested parties to achieve this but again, 
your input would be invaluable. In particular, we need 
to find a new location for our Queen's Jubilee Parish 
Benches, currently located by North Ibsley Lakes. Ideally 
these should be overlooking our wonderful landscape or 
an area of interest. Any thoughts? 
Finally, we were all saddened to hear recently of Cllr 
Simon Richardson's decision to resign from the Council.  
Simon has contributed significantly to Parish affairs over 
the last 4 years and his common sense and enlightened 
approach to many issues will be sorely missed. Thank 
you Simon for the part you have played and your 
commitment over this time. 
Cllr Lindsay Burtenshaw 
 

 

Introducing our own Village Agent 
Our Councillor John Stokes has successfully completed 
his training and is now at your service!  He volunteers 
for Age Concern Hampshire and the service is funded 

by Hampshire County Council with its’ vision to provide 
information to over 50s to enable them to live 

independently in their own home for longer.  Hockey’s 
Farm Shop is kindly hosting an informal event between 
12-2pm on Thursday 8 May, please do come along to 

meet John and find out what this free service is about, 
taking the opportunity to support our only village shop. 

 
 
Sadly, the Ibsley Village Hall Secretary has resigned, 
which leaves the Hall Committee short of both a 
Chairman and a Secretary.  We are very fortunate to 
have such a valuable asset to the parish and the 
surrounding area, and set in such a beautiful location.  It 
is hired to host a diverse range of leisure and recreation 
activities such as Kingfisher Short Matt bowls, Pilates, 
Art groups, Forest Forge theatre and the Ibsley 
Horticultural Society, to name a few. 
The friendly Management Committee meet every other 
month - can you spare some time to keep this important 
facility in our parish?  Please contact the booking 
secretary on 0845 644 0915. 
For more information go to 
www.hallshire.com/halls/view/803/ibsley-village-hall 
 

Fighting Crime 
Receiving the weekly CountryWatch newsletter, I am all 
too familiar with the types of crime committed across 

the New Forest.   
Recently, equine related thefts are on the increase and 

it is essential that all tack is postcoded.   
Would you be interested if the Parish Council  

organised a ‘tack marking’ event with Hampshire 
Horsewatch at a local venue.  Do get in touch with me 

and register your interest. Clerk  

 
 

The Community Payback Service will be spending 3 days 
clearing the ditches from Ibsley Service Station to Cross 
Lanes green on April 24th, 25th and 26th. 
The Community Payback team are a group of supervised 
offenders who have been ordered by the Courts to 
undertake a set number of hours of unpaid work in the 
community.  A large variety of tasks can be undertaken 
by the team for the benefit of the local community.  Any 
member of the community is able to nominate a project, 
please refer to the website for further information 
www.communitypayback.com. 

 
 

Ditching work in Mockbeggar 

http://www.hants.gov.uk/roadproblems
http://www.hallshire.com/halls/view/803/ibsley-village-hall
http://www.communitypayback.com/


Openreach: 'Keeping the nation connected' 
The exceptional duration of saturated ground coupled 
with periods of high winds since last autumn has 
resulted in the casualty of many lovely trees across the 
parish.  A lot of residents have also suffered as overhead 
power and telephone lines were brought down when 
they fell. 
 
While the resources and effort put in by Scottish and 
Southern Power Distribution to get the electricity back 
on were generally very commendable, we have not 
heard the same about Openreach, the part of BT 
responsible for looking after the telephone network. 
We've learned of some residents who had to endure 
weeks without working telephones or internet, with a 
few still waiting to be reconnected.  Openreach, though, 
claim that they repair 80% of line faults within two 
working days of being notified. 
With very poor signal coverage in many parts of the 
parish, some residents couldn't even use mobiles as an 
alternative. 
 
To add to the difficulty of getting a telephone line 
repaired, none of us are actually customers of 
Openreach, so it is next to impossible to talk to them 
direct about a faulty line; our telephone supply contracts 
are with the 'Communication Providers' (CPs), such as BT 
Retail, TalkTalk or Virgin, and we have to report faults 
and check progress on repairs via them.   
 
Being able to stay in touch by telephone is seen an 
essential service nowadays, and increasingly, to be able 
to access the internet.  The Parish Council is very 
concerned by the stories it has been told and would like 
to learn just how widespread the problem has been.  If 
you lost your telephone service at any time over the 
winter, please share your experiences with us (good and 
bad): 
Date(s)?  Some have been disconnected twice 
No. of days without a telephone? 
How inconvenienced were you? 
Excuses given? We've heard some extraordinary ones! 
How competent and helpful was your CP? 
Any compensation offered? 
 
We know that some of you have already complained to 
Ofcom (the regulator for Openreach and the CPs) about 
the poor fault management and lack of concern shown 
by some CPs, as well as Openreach's excuses for not 
starting repairs.  We would like to send on the parish's 
combined experiences to Ofcom to add to the pressure 
for all these companies to improve their performance. 
Cllr Roly Errington 

New products at Hockey’s 
Hockey`s Farm Shop are delighted to be able to meet 
requests made by our customers. 
We are now stocking daily papers, milk, bread, fruit 
and vegetables. Our new shop extension is due to 
begin Monday 17th April ready for Easter opening. If 
there is something you would like us to stock 
then please do let us know.  
We are looking into becoming `parcel collection point`, 
do you feel that would be beneficial?  
Laura & Jonny Burrell 

Monthly Police Beat meeting 
The Police beat officer PC Gary Saunders conducts an 
informal monthly Police Beat meeting for residents to 
turn up for advice, to discuss any concerns or just for a 
chat.  They are held at Hyde Shop/Stables tea-room at 
10am on the 3rd Wednesday of each month (next one is 
on 16th April).  Do pop along if you wish.   
At this time we have decided that a separate meeting 
being held in our Parish is not necessary, however this 
can be reviewed if there is a need. 
The safer neighbourhoods’ team can be contacted on 
101 or by email 
fordingbridge.snt@hampshire.pnn.police.uk. See also 
hampshire.police.uk/internet/my-neighbourhood 
 

Dates for your diaries 
Annual Parish Meeting 

held at 7.30pm on Tuesday 22 April 
in Ellingham Church Hall with Guest Speaker  

Jonathan Gerrelli  
Head Agister of the New Forest Commons 

 

Village Agent ‘Meet and Greet’ 
Between 12-2pm on Thursday 8th May  

at Hockey’s Farm Shop 
Come and meet your Village Agent John Stokes at this 

informal event, to find out what this free service is 
about and take the opportunity to support our only 

village shop. 
 

Community Ragwort Pull & Litter Pick 
 10am on Saturday 5th July 

The National Trust will be helping and providing 
refreshments for volunteers 

Meet at Cross Lanes green at 10am with sturdy 
footwear, gloves and lots of energy! 

 

Ellingham & Ringwood Agricultural Show 
Saturday 9th August at Somerley Park  

Come along to our stand and chat to your Parish 
Councillors, raise any issue you wish!  

Lunchtime drinks reception will be held  
for residents between 12-1pm   

The newsletter is edited & prepared for distribution by Colin Millar of Harbridge Court.  Items for inclusion should be 

sent to Natasha Mackenzie, Clerk, Gorran House, 6 Butlers Lane, Ringwood BH24 1UB. 07929-379646 
ehiparishcouncil@gmail.com 
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