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CLERK’S CHAT 
 

Exciting news! At the forthcoming elections on 
Thursday 7th May there will be an extra two vacancies 
for Parish Councillors to represent Ellingham Harbridge 
& Ibsley!  Following two rounds of consultation by 
NFDC, I am pleased to report we can increase our 
number of Parish Councillors from 8 back to 10 
members (as it was until 2007).  
Thank you to those who supported us! 
 

So what is the role of a Parish Councillor? 
They're all volunteers and are accountable to you, the 
residents, for things that happen within the Parish.  
Your councillors work together to serve the 
community, discussing local issues and making 
decisions on its behalf. 
 

The current council has a wide age range; some 
members are working, or have young families, while 
some juggle other voluntary interests with their duties 
and responsibilities as councillors. 
 

There are separate monthly planning and full council 
meetings.  At the full meetings members discuss 
everything from 'parish projects' to potholes and 
overgrown hedges to protecting verges, along with 
national and local consultations and proposals - the list 
is enormous and very diverse! 
 

Members represent the Parish Council on ‘outside 
bodies’, for example: the Blashford Lakes Consultative 
Forum; New Forest Association of Local Councils; the 
NPA's North West Quadrant parishes and many, many 
other liaison forums.  They attend these meetings to 
keep the communication channels open between them 
and us and report back to the Parish Council. 
 

The Planning Committee reviews about 80 applications 
a year - it's quite a task!  A member is assigned an 
application, reviews it, and then presents it to the rest 
of the committee along with photographs and 
comments, to enable a recommendation to be made to 
the planning authorities.  Planning related 
consultations are also discussed and commented on. 
 

If this all sounds like just the sort of thing you'd be 
interested in getting involved with, there's a wealth of 
information on the New Forest District Council website: 
http://www.newforest.gov.uk/article/3759/Town-and-
Parish-Elections  
You'll find guidance for candidates, nomination papers, 
election timetable etc., or please contact me for more 
information.  No previous experience necessary! 
NFDC are accepting nominations from  
Friday 27 March until 4pm on Thursday 9 April. 
Natasha Mackenzie, Clerk 

Affordable Housing Open Meeting 
On 7th April at 7.30pm in Ellingham Church Hall, the 

Parish Council is holding an open meeting for residents 
to learn about our Affordable Housing project and for 

you to tell us what you think. 
As well as the Parish Council, there will be 

representatives from Hampshire Alliance for Rural 
Affordable Housing (HARAH), the NPA and NFDC. 

 

Individual Electoral Registration 

 
 

The way we all register to vote has changed 
The registration system changed with effect from 10 June 
2014.  The new system is called 'Individual Electoral 
Registration'. 
During July/August 2014, NFDC wrote to all residents to 
tell them whether they had transferred to the new 
register or if they needed to take further action. Residents 
who did not respond were visited by electoral registration 
canvassers.  See the guidance below on advice on how to 
register under the new system. 

How is the new system different? 
You can now register by phone 023 8028 5445 or online at 
www.gov.uk/register-to-vote  
- everyone is responsible for registering themselves - 
(Under the old system the 'head of a household' could 
register everyone who lived at their address) 
You need to provide a few more details to register 
including your national insurance number and date of 
birth. This makes the electoral register more secure. 

How do I register under the new system? 
1) Go to www.gov.uk/register-to-vote 
2) Fill in your name, address, date of birth and a few other 
details.  You'll also need your national insurance number, 
which can be found on your national insurance card, or in 
official paperwork such as payslips, or letters about 
benefits or tax credits. 
3) You may also telephone Electoral Services on 
023 8028 5445 and they will complete an on-line 
registration on your behalf.   
Please have your date of birth and national insurance 
number to hand when you call. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Broadband - Broadband - Broadband 
   The inadequate broadband provision across the parish is 

no better than when we last reported on it, and this won't 

be changing anytime soon.  However, our research into the 

means to get us all a decent service and vastly better speeds 

has continued, and we're at the stage where we'd now like 

to discuss it with you. 

   At the Annual Parish Meeting (28 April) we've been given 

a few minutes to tell you about a special meeting we'll be 

holding in May to give you the full picture - don't miss it! 

Mark Bloor                      Cllr Roly Errington 
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The End of a Blashford Giant 
taken from the Blashford Lakes Nature Reserve blog 

Regular visitors to Blashford Lakes will have noticed the 
huge oak tree on the roadside by the gate to the 
Goosander hide. For some time we have worried about the 
number of people that park under the massive, spreading 
branches, especially as it has shed at least two in recent 
years. An assessment of its health suggested that it was at 
imminent risk of falling apart and so, very reluctantly, we 
decided it had to come down. Sadly this has reduced it to a 
tall stump, almost certainly meaning that this grand tree 
will be no more, at least as a living thing.  However it will 
remain as a valuable habitat for many creatures as it slowly 
rots away. 
Britain has the largest number of ancient trees, and 
especially oak trees, in Europe.  They are now much better 
appreciated for the wonderful habitat they are. On the 
Reserve we aim to keep as many trees as possible, even 
when they are dying or dead, but always with regard to 
what is safe for visitors. 

Cllr John Stokes 
When I moved to Harbridge in 1972, one of the first people I 
met was Michael Shutler, who lived with his parents and 
sister Doreen in a tiny cottage by the woods on Bleak Hill.  
There are Shutlers recorded as living in this part of southern 
England from the 17c onwards, and many would have been 
involved in the thriving export trade in woollen goods at that 
time - it's likely the family name derives from the 'shuttle' 
used in the weaving looms.  Michael told me of several 
Shutler families in the Harbridge area at the end of the 18c 
when the Morant family bought the Manor of Ringwood.  
Their cottage industry was the making of (cotton) 'Ticking', 
the durable, striped fabric traditionally used to cover 
mattresses and pillows. 
A local place name that puzzles me is Bakers Hanging, at the 
Alderholt junction of the Verwood / Ringwood road.  Does 
anybody know its origins?  There are several round barrows 
in the area, which feature on a hand-drawn map of 1610 I 
have, and are described as "Beacon Mounds".  Any ideas? 

Dates for your diaries 
Affordable Housing - Open Meeting  

7.30pm Tuesday 7th April in Ellingham Church Hall  
 

Come to our Annual Parish Meeting 7.30pm Tuesday 28th 
April in Ellingham Church Hall - we are hoping a 

representative from Natural England will be our Guest 
Speaker, and bring along your questions on BroadBand too 

It’s Election Day on Thursday 7th May –  
vote for your MPs and Parish / District Councillors  

Annual Ragwort Pull and Litter Pick  
10.00am Saturday 4th July - Meet at Cross Lanes green 

Ellingham & Ringwood Agricultural Show  
Saturday 8th August – come and visit us on our stand! 

News from the National Trust 
It has been a joy to be out in the beautiful early Spring 
weather we've been having lately - walking across the 
Commons bathed in sunshine, hearing the trickle of 

Docken’s Water and seeing the first Spring flowers in 
bloom hopefully paves the way for a great year! 
Gorse clearance across Rockford and Ibsley Commons has 
been concentrated on the older stands, using contractors 
plus volunteers from Purbeck and Sparsholt College to 
carry out the works. This will ensure that healthy new 
gorse comes through in the next few years, greatly 
benefitting wildlife. 
We've also been pulling a lot of pine seedlings at Digden 
Bottom, Dorridge Hill and along Dockens Water. We hope 
this will better preserve the special mire systems next to 
Dockens Water at Ibsley. 
We're preparing for the removal of Turkey Oak trees in 
the south & west areas of Rockford Common, around 
Bigsburn Hill and 'Five Ways', to start in September - 
Turkey Oaks are another invasive species that threaten 
the heathland habitats of the New Forest.  Some areas of 
Birch and Pine on Rockford Common will also have their 
density reduced, which will improve connectivity between 
the open heath areas. This felling meets our High Level 
Stewardship (HLS) objectives for the Commons and 
contributes to the conservation of this Special Area of 
Conservation (SAC). 
Butterfly 'transects' are due to start soon on Rockford and 
Ibsley.  Our count at Ibsley last year was ranked 2nd best 
in Hampshire for Grayling and Rockford was 6th best for 
Silver-Studded blue, our specialist heathland species.  The 
improvement in connectivity (above) should help these 
species spread to other areas of the Commons, increasing 
their bio-diversity. So look out for those blue butterflies! 
Reptile surveys during this summer will increase our 
records and knowledge of rare and protected reptiles, 
such as the Adder and Smooth Snake. This will help advise 
on further habitat management to give our slithery 
acquaintances a helping hand. 
Bird nesting season is almost upon us, so we ask all users 
of the Commons to keep their dogs under control, and 
that a reminder that cycling across the heathland is not 
permitted. Many of these birds are ground-nesting and 
nationally rare.  They're very susceptible to disturbance, 
so take care!  Hopefully, at dusk on warm, still evenings 
you'll be able to catch the male Nightjars' rising and falling 
'chirring' song drifting across the Commons.  
If anyone spots any anti-social behaviour - such as 
motorbikes, night-cycling, 4x4s - please report to the 
Police on 101.  
Jacob White, Community Ranger 
National Trust - Northern Commons 
 

Hockey’s Farm Shop is open daily until 5pm (7pm in July and 
August).  We are delighted to offer an ever widening range 
of hot & cold snacks - all of which can be enjoyed under our 

covered area in a lovely setting.  We're also licenced!  We are 
proud to support local producers like ourselves and we 

source locally wherever possible.  Our own rare breed pork is 
proving very popular as is Andrew`s beef from his farm, just 
outside Ringwood.  Easter events, a wander around the farm 

to see the animals, or just popping in to shop... we look 
forward to seeing you.  Laura, Jonny, Anne and Robin 

Please send any suggestions or comments to the Clerk by email: ehiparishcouncil@gmail.com 
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