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Chairman’s chat

Cycling Events in the Parish
Residents’ opinions are divided on these
events, however you feel about them.
Please note the forthcoming dates:-

New Forest Middle Distance Triathlon: 20th
August 2017 – starting from Moyles Court
School – expected competitors 350

Wiggle New Forest 100 event: Saturday
16th & Sunday 17th September 2017 –
starting from Somerley House, Ringwood –
expected competitors unknown

It is important for feedback to be given to
the NFDC Safety Advisory Group,
http://www.newforest.gov.uk/article/15466/P
ublic-Events-and-the-Safety-Advisory-Group
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Ellingham & Ringwood Agricultural Show
on Saturday 12 August, Somerley Park

● Come and see us on our usual stand
L3 and enter our photo competition
– how well do you know your parish?

● Residents Drinks Reception 12-1pm
● Bring along your thoughts on how

we can work together to benefit our
residents

We look forward to welcoming you there

Deadline for Parish Council grant
applications 1 October 2017
Open to local individuals, organisations and
charities. Grants awarded at the Parish
Council meeting on Tuesday 31st  October.
Please email or write to the clerk

Police Beat Surgeries at Hockey’s Farm
Shop

● Saturday 12th Aug. 11:00 – 11:30
● Wednesday 20th Sept. 14:00-14:30
● Saturday 7th October 11:00-11:30
● Saturday 11th Nov. 14:00-14:30
● Wednesday 20th Dec. 11:00-11:30

Dates for your Diary

Small Copper on Ragwort

We are considering the installation a notice
board in Linford, as currently this is the only
area that does not have one.

In this day and age of technology it may be
thought a little pointless or old fashioned,
but notice boards do come in handy when
your broadband is not working!

It would also be of benefit to visitors to the
area who would welcome information or
education on the ways of the New Forest.

Please do let the clerk have your thoughts,
and any location suggestions.

Calling all Linford & Shobley residents!

Any feedback or suggestions for inclusion should be sent to the Clerk at ehiparishcouncil@gmail.com
or to 6 Butlers Lane, Ringwood BH24 1UB Parish Council web site: www.ehipc.co.uk

In looking for inspiration for my Chairman's Chat,  I remembered that, in our Spring Newsletter, I sort of
offered a 'second chapter' on Commoners Rights? Naturally in our beautiful parish bordering but also
including parts of the New Forest such Rights are extensively practised and well in evidence. Moreover,
you as residents will doubtless know more on the subject than myself but it has been an interesting
journey of research for me and hopefully, some of you or our visitors will benefit from my ramblings.

Quiz Question! How many types or different names for the same type can be attributed to 'Common
Rights'? If you recollect 11, you are right - or I guess there may even be more?! But I have mentioned
them all below.

Common Rights were once widespread in rural Britain, often the preserve of hard working men and
women with little land to call their own. So they shared access to common land that invariably was of too
poor a quality to be used by the Lord of the Manor. Commoning is an extensive form of land use that has
helped to create and maintain the sort of rugged landscapes and ecosystems that make up most of the
country's national parks. New Forest Common Rights date back to early medieval times, probably pre-
dating William the Conqueror's creation of his ancient hunting ground. In 1069 King William wanted to
protect his hunted game so introduced Forest Law which meant the land could not be enclosed for
agriculture and in exchange, local people were given the right to graze their animals and secure other
rights. Common of Pasture. This is the most widely used New Forest common right. In return for the
payment of an annual 'marking fee', those holding the rights can turn out ponies, cattle, donkeys and
mules (not many of those around!) Common of Mast - sometimes known as Pannage. The right to turn
out pigs in the autumn to eat acorns or beech mast. These pigs provide a valuable service since acorns
are poisonous to ponies, cattle and sheep so they mop up the potentially dangerous harvest. The
pannage season usually lasts for about 60 days. Common of Pasture for Sheep. This right is rarely
exercised these days and virtually obsolete as it is only attached to a couple of very small areas of the
Forest. Common of Fuelwood. Also known as Estovers, Assignment Wood or Sign Wood, this ancient
right is to cut and collect a stipulated amount of wood from the forest but only for personal use in the
home to which the right is attached. It is not practical to allow indiscriminate felling these days so the
Forestry Commission now cut the timber, usually from the forest inclosures and leave stacks at the ride-
sides for collection by those enjoying the common right. However, less than 100 households benefit from
this right! Common of Marl and Common of Turbary.  Marl is the extraction of lime-rich clay for use as a
fertiliser and Turbary was to allow peat turves to be cut for personal use. Both these rights are no longer
exercised but are interesting historically and occasionally you may come across Marl Pits or Peat Moors,
if only on old maps of the Forest? Common of Vicinage (such a brilliant word - any ideas?!) It is where
two commons adjoin (otherwise known as Adjacent Commons) and stock, which have the rights of
pasture on one common, may wander freely between them both. One lives and learns, but probably not
applicable in this area!

Management of Commoning. This is the responsibility of the Verderers Court. There are 5 elected and 5
appointed Verderers whose role is to regulate the Rights of Common and development on the Open
Forest. They are guided by the New Forest Acts and byelaws. The Verderers are assisted by 5 Agisters
who oversee the animal welfare, drifting and marking activities. The annual drifts or pony round-ups take
place in the autumn when animals are marked, sorted and checked over for condition.

Commoning has been based on sharing and working together since very early times and the tradition
continues. Where animals graze freely across large areas with no fences, it is vital to share information
between commoners and neighbours or the Agisters and keepers so as to effectively manage the welfare
of the animals. Sadly, road traffic accidents are a regular hazard of life for commoners and their animals
and we, as a Parish Council, must use our very best endeavours to assist in speeding issues through our
area. Also to help and promote the continued availability of housing for commoners and their families.
We all want to play our part in helping to ensure the community of commoners remain strong so that
these ancient traditions can continue well into the future. The Rights referred to above are only
associated with people through their ownership or occupation of land or property. In other words, you
may only exercise them if they are written into your deeds or agreement. So, you might well ask - do we
have any rights on  Common land, if none of the above apply or if there are no predetermined rights
attached to it? The answer is yes, albeit fairly limited!

As always, you are welcome to address your concerns and raise issues at any of our Parish Council
meetings, or via the Clerk, or especially by visiting our stand at the Ellingham Show. We look forward to
seeing you!
Lindsay Burtenshaw - Chairman



We had an excellent turnout for the combined
National Trust/Parish event with a large number
of volunteers representing the National Trust,
Newlands Farm, Ringwood & District Angling
Club and the residents. Our grateful thanks to
everyone and also to those who spent or hour or
so on the task before or after the event. Despite
a very warm day, it had fortunately rained a few
days before enabling the ragwort plants to be
pulled carefully, root and all.

To Pull or Not To Pull?
That is indeed the question and one which will be
addressed by Councillors in the coming months.
Is Common Ragwort (Senecio Jacobean) a
noxious weed or a precious wildflower? It is, in
fact both!
As we are sure you are aware, grazing livestock
are susceptible to Ragwort poisoning but only if
cut and stored as silage or hay, or if land is
overgrazed. In our part of the New Forest, there
is a slight risk of overgrazing by commoners'
stock but moreover, we are encouraged by
Natural England and the Verderers to control the
spread of ragwort on our Parish Verges and
Greens so that is where we will continue to
exercise a degree of control. However, it should
be noted that it is not permitted to pull Ragwort
(or any other activity) on privately owned land, or
verges, without the landowners express
permission.  Under the Code of Practice to
prevent the spread of ragwort one is encouraged
to tolerate ragwort where it is doing no real
harm - especially when those occasional plants
support an abundance of invertebrates such as
the cinnabar moth larvae?
So... we believe ragwort needs to be controlled
but the level of control needs to be
proportionate to the risk.
Lindsay Burtenshaw - Chairman

The ticks I have seen this year seem to be exceptionally
small – they could sit on top of a pin-head. It is worth
checking very carefully when you come back from a
walk or even in from the garden to make sure that you
don't have any on you.  Showering does not remove
them and if they have taken hold, you need to get fine-
pointed tweezers to pull them gently but firmly out.
In my case the itching started immediately and the
swelling initially was about the size of an index and
middle finger together.  In a very short time however it
was  more like two hand-spans and thereafter you have
a mark resembling a target – red spot in the middle;
white ring around that and a red ring around that
again.  This is a symptom of Lyme disease and requires
immediate attention.  You might initially be told to take
anti-histamine tablets but the target symptoms will no
doubt result in being  told to take antibiotics.  Taking
no action can leave you with a very itchy raised area
which will not go away on it's own and other symptoms
which you can research on the Internet.
Do be careful!  Tuck your trousers into your socks to
prevent them reaching your legs -- rumour has it that
someone sleeping in the forest had 150 of the little
monsters in the morning.
Cllr. Ann Shand

Ticks

Following the introduction of restrictions to
the to parking at Newtown Lane and
Furzehill, and requests from residents to
improve the parking available, we are
continuing to explore improved parking to
access Ibsley and Rockford commons.

The Parish Council was disappointed that
the Ibsley Village Hall committee recently
decided that the introduction of a scheme
for local residents to park within the hall’s
curtilage was not acceptable. This followed a
survey that was sent to the organisations
which hire the hall, many of which are not in
the local area rather than the local residents.

As this location is perfectly sited to access
the Avon Valley Footpath FP 32 which leads
up onto the wonderful network of footpaths
criss-crossing the commons this seems a
missed opportunity.  Have you any
comments or thoughts on this?  Would you
welcome parking here, or do you have any
other suggested sites?  Please get in touch
with the clerk.

Parking for Walkers

Mockbeggar telephone box to
house defibrillator
With most people now having mobile phones, the
use of public phone boxes has all but ceased.
However, instead of scrapping the red box in
Mockbeggar, it has been decided to give it a new
lease of life by housing a defibrillator which will
offer a valuable service to residents in need.  The
device will be able to automatically diagnose
potentially life threatening heart arrhythmia  and
treat them, allowing the heart to re-establish an
effective rhythm.  Plans are at an early stage but
the box is in the process of being adopted by the
Parish Council and the implementation will be
under the guidance of the Community Heartbeat
Trust with funding provided by SSE.  And now
potential volunteers are being sought - the more
the merrier!  They will be required to attend a local
training session and subsequently keep an eye on
the phone box and defibrillator to ensure there is
no vandalism, as well as undertake a 2 minute
weekly automated check of the defibrillator on a
rota basis.  So, if you are willing to provide a small
amount of time to help with this most worthwhile
Mockbeggar Community Support Group Project,
please contact Councillor Michele Trebilco by email
at michele.trebilco@ehipc.co.uk or the Clerk on
07929-379646 email: ehiparishcouncil@gmail.com

Join the debate about recreation
management in the New Forest
Forest organisations with the main remit for both
protecting the National Park and enabling people
to enjoy it are asking for your views on managing
recreation. The Forestry Commission, Natural
England, Hampshire County Council, New Forest
District Council and the Verderers have asked the
National Park Authority to lead on the
consultation Future Forest ‘call for views’.
The aim is to:

● provide the best recreational experience
for local people and visitors

● protect the very thing people come to see
– the spectacular, yet fragile landscape
which is a haven for rare wildlife species

● ensure limited resources are spent wisely.
The first stage of the process is to update the
2010 Recreation Management Strategy and
prioritise tasks to manage outdoor recreation
across the whole of the New Forest and
surrounding areas. This ‘call for views’ runs from
Monday 19 June to 13 August, will be followed by
further public consultation on proposed priorities
next year.
http://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/news/article/9
26/future_forest_call_for_views_consultation

Ragwort Pull - 1st July

The Western Escarpment Conservation Area was created
by the NPA in 2008 and covers the parishes between
Ringwood and Hale on the western boundary of the
National Park.

After talking with many organisations and extensive
consultation across the Area, an Action Plan was
produced in 2012.  Its aims are to safeguard what makes
the local area distinctive and make a start on tackling the
major issues raised by residents where feasible.  It’s very
much a plan produced by us, for us, and any success
achieved depends on the support and commitment of
those who live here. The top issue to emerge from every
parish was the state of our verges and a desire to see
them ‘green’ again, ‘reclaimed for pasture not parking’
and ‘stop their use as building and storage areas’.

Until the 1964 New Forest Act, vehicles were able to go
anywhere on the Forest (at least until they got stuck).
The Act brought in the ditch-and-bank and dragon’s
teeth schemes we’re familiar with as ways to restrict
access.  Over the last fifty years, the number of vehicles
on the roads has trebled and their average size
expanded by more than 10%, while the minor highway
network criss-crossing the Forest has seen few changes.
In the early ‘60’s about 30% of households owned a car;
today, that’s over 50%, while 1 in 10 now own three or
more, and there’s little space at many properties for
them to be kept off-street (or verge).  Damage and
erosion of the verges by vehicles in our residential areas
is largely caused by repeated parking by residents,
visitors and deliveries, while between settlements the
problem is for the most part due to over-running the
edges of the highways. To date, over 12km (about 8
miles in old money) of road verges in the Western
Escarpment area have been identified as damaged, and
the resources needed to tackle this scale of problem
mean it may well take several years to make any
significant impact on reclaiming our verges.

While appreciating the difficulties there will be in some
areas, the Action Plan is encouraging and supporting
land-owners, including the Forestry Commission,
National Trust, HCC, Parish Councils and others, to put in
place appropriate schemes to keep vehicles where
they’re meant to be and reduce the chronic poaching of
land for activities other than grazing by animals.  The..

….methods used are a combination of:
information for residents / raising awareness;
physical measures such as ditch-and-bank /
dragon’s teeth and provision of small new areas
for parking; legal measures such as planning
conditions, access restriction and enforcement. In
the meantime, we can all do our bit to help re-
green our verges by keeping off them wherever
possible!  If you’d like any more information,
please contact the Clerk.
Cllr. Roly Errington

Protecting our verges


