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Chairman’s chat
I started to think of my content for
the Spring Newsletter and my mind
wandered (as it does!) and whilst on
a most enjoyable walk with the dogs
at Rockford Common during one of
the recent beautiful mornings, I
decided to write, not on 'usual' PC
matters, but on some of the
historical aspects and points of
interest of The New Forest, on the
fringe of which I am most fortunate
to live.
Many of you will be much more
knowledgeable on the facts but I
hope you will bear with my personal
overview and thoughts.
Incredibly in our large and diverse
parish, the New Forest occupies
more than a third of the parish area
about 1,800 Hectares. Originally the
New Forest was once a dense
deciduous woodland of oak,beech
and birch but progressively cleared
over centuries particularly for
agriculture, ship building and
charcoal burning. It is well known
that King William created his royal

hunting forest over some 150 sq
miles in the late 11th century.
William's son, Rufus, introduced
harsh penalties for breaking forest
law such as poaching of deer and
removing wood. Around this time the

system of Commoners Rights was
established (so intricate and detailed as
to require another chapter!) and
confirmed by statute in 1698. New
Forest ponies, cattle, donkeys and pigs
are an integral part of the Forest scene
but many are killed annually on our
roads due to excessive speeding. The
ancient practice of commoning is also
under pressure from rising house prices
which can lead to a shortage of housing
for local people in the area of their
rights.
The partial clearance through the years
has resulted in the creation of lowland
heathland, once thought to be only poor
quality agricultural land and suitable for
extensive grazing but now holds a high
conservation value as a varied habitat
containing a profusion of wildlife and
some very rare species - hence the
current designations as Site of Special
Scientific Interest and the special status
of the New Forest Heritage Area,
amongst many others. Much of the
heathland is maintained naturally by
Commoners' stock and deer but
assisted by the Forestry Commission
(as managers of the Crown Lands) and
the National Trust who help to remove

invasive shrubs and saplings. Heathland
burning takes place annually usually in
March and in small blocks to create
habitat diversity.
The two World Wars contributed to the
deforestation by the felling of
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If you are a local resident and
concerned about parking in order to be
able to access the commons for
walking, it would be helpful if you can
contact the clerk with your concerns.

We need to establish if there is a need
for parking by local residents, in
addition to the Natioanl Trust facilities at
Rockford Common Sandpit, and the
Forestry Commission’s Appleslade and
Broomy.

Parking in the Parish

Any feedback or suggestions for inclusion should be sent to the Clerk at ehiparishcouncil@gmail.com
or to 6 Butlers Lane, Ringwood BH24 1UB Parish Council web site: www.ehipc.co.uk

broadleaved trees and
replacement by conifers, often in
inclosures, to meet the wartime
demands for timber. Some of
these plantations are being
returned to woodland but more
usually, heathland. Perhaps now is
the time not just to consider
improving the heathland habitat.
Let's plant more trees! Maybe this
would help reduce soil erosion
which in itself could be a
contributory factor to some of the
flooding issues in our parish?
The New Forest has always been
a much sought after attraction for
residents and visitors alike - for its
peace and tranquility, its historical
and landscape importance and the
abundance of wildlife. Perhaps
more so since the creation of the
National Park status in 2005.
Clearly public access is to be
encouraged whether by walkers,
dog walkers, horse riders or
cyclists but these many demands
should be matched by adequate
facilities such as information
boards and parking areas so as to
help prevent other damage and
encroachment.
So, I think in a rather roundabout
way, I have managed to make
reference, maybe subtly, to most
of the items on a normal parish
council agenda - speeding,
signage, housing, conservation,
erosion, flooding, footpaths,
parking and access. If you have
similar concerns or issues to raise,
please come and support us at the
Annual Parish Meeting later this
month.
In the meantime, I hope you all will
have/or had a most enjoyable
Eastertide.
Lindsay Burtenshaw - Chairman
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Please take special care to avoid
disturbance to the ground nesting birds
on lbsley and Rockford Commons - snipe,
lapwing, redshank, curlew, wood lark,
Dartford warbler, nightjar, skylark and
more may be nesting there now. The
National Trust guidelines to be found on
their Northern Commons web site are to
keep dogs on leads when walking through
open heathland in the nesting season and
keep to gravel tracks and well trodden
paths (even if you do not have a dog with
you). This is backed up by the New Forest
National Park Recreation Management
Strategy 2010-2030 Dog Walking Code
where among several points noted it
states that dogs must not be allowed to
disturb wildlife and must be kept to tracks
when birds are nesting. These Commons
are also Open Access Land and the
conditions for walking dogs in the nesting
season are that they should be on a
metre lead no more than 2 metres long.
When riding a horse, please to keep to
existing tracks and not use the fire breaks,
as this stops the heather from growing
again.
Councillor Patrick Webster

Ground nesting birds

Have you noticed a problem with a
footpath recently?  If so, all issues
need to be reported via
https://www.hants.gov.uk/landplann
ingandenvironment/rightsofway/rep
ortaproblem

If the Rights of Way office don’t know
about the problem, they can’t fix it.
The more people who individually
report issues, the more the Rights of
Way department will take notice.
Together, let’s make our footpath
network a better place.  Please see
our website for a PowerPoint of the
tutorial to report issues.

Footpath problems
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Make sure you visit the
Southern Counties Heavy
Horse Spring Event held at
Harbridge Farm, Harbridge
BH24 3PW on 23rd April from
10.30am.  There is plenty for all
the family to enjoy: Heavy
horses working the land,
Wagon Rides, Ring Displays,
refreshments and free parking.
£6 adult, £5 OAP, under 16s
and SCHHA members free.

Come along to our Annual
Parish Meeting on Tuesday
25th April in Ibsley Village Hall
at 7.30pm to hear our Guest
Speakers Rachael Gallagher,
Gareth Owen and Sean Marsh
share information on the Our
Past Our Future project.  There
is also the usual Chairman’s
Report, Open Forum and stay
to enjoy drinks and nibbles
after.

Get your gloves on for the
annual Ragwort Pull & Litter
Pick on Saturday 1st July –
meet at Cross Lanes crossroads
at 10am for this community
event.  Bring a ragwort fork!

The fabulous Ellingham &
Ringwood Agricultural Show is
on Saturday 12th August at
Somerley – come and see your
Parish Councillors on their usual
stand L4 to share your views
and concerns with us.

The deadline for Grant
Applications is 1st October
2017 – open to local individuals,
organisations and groups.
Please send a letter to the clerk.

Dates for your Diary

There are a number of BT phone boxes
in the parish which BT were looking to
remove due to low usage.  Over a
period of time, we have agreed with
them to retain the phone services at
Linwood and the Alice Lisle cattlegrid
due to lack of poor mobile phone signal.
However it has been agreed the Parish
Council can ‘adopt’ the red phone box
at New Road, Mockbeggar to enable
the installation of a much needed
defibrillator (the telephone equipment
will be removed).  The Community
Heartbeat Trust have agreed to install

and cover the running costs of the
equipment, most generously sponsored
by SSE, who will also provide the
electricity requirements.
In order for this project to succeed, we
now need to ensure the project is
Managed by the Community and invite
a ‘Support Group’ of dedicated,
community-minded local residents from
Mockbeggar and Ibsley who would
attend a training course and take turns
performing the 2 minute weekly check
and generally keep an eye on the phone
box and equipment, reporting any
issues or damage to the Parish Clerk.
The day to day running costs of new
batteries and sets of defibrillator pads
will be met by the Parish Council. In the
future the telephone box could provide
an information board and book
exchange facility if that is the wish of
the community.
All volunteers please contact the Clerk.

Calling all Mockbeggar
residents!

Broadband another
year on…
A year ago, we reported that the Hyde
broadband project
(https://www.hydecommunityprojects.
org.uk/project-news) had just signed a
contract with BT Openreach to start the
build phase of their five fibre cabinets,
with an intended completion by the
end of March (see the EH&I Spring
2016 newsletter online for details).

Many niggling details, a few being
needing to change a power route,
remove tree stumps and finding a large
water main where a cabinet was meant
to go(!), have put back delivery to
between May and July, but for South
Gorley residents there won’t be too
much longer to wait

Mark Bloor and I have since been
working away on the prospects for the
rest of us still living in broadband ‘black
holes’, a little better now since the
availability of the latest generation of
fibre-optic infrastructure to add to the
mix of solutions we’ll need.  BT
Openreach has been very helpful with
the planning by letting us have
extensive access to their surveying and
mapping resources.  We’ve still a long
way to go – it’s a much more
complicated problem than Hyde was
facing, with multiple fragmented areas
of remote properties to look at – and
there’s not really room here to tell you
how far we’ve got.

However, we’ve been promised a bit of
time (but doubtless not as much as
we’d like!) at the Annual Parish
Meeting to go into more detail, so do
come along to find out what we’re
considering.
Councillor Roly Errington
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High up on the wall of the entrance of
Harbridge Church,  to the left of the narrow
door leading to the tower, is a large black
plaque, on which is written in gold, the
terms of The Dodington Trust, or Sandy
Balls Charity.  It is so high it is hard to read,
and it is written in the legal speech of the
day, but if you visit the church I think you
will find a very interesting historic
document.
The charity was founded on February the

16th 1638, and says John Dodington heir of
Herbert Dodington (deceased) would pay £5
a year for the binding of poor children of
the parishes of Breamore, Fordingbridge,
Harbridge, and Ringwood to
Apprenticeship, presumable in memory of
his brother Herbert Dodington.
Over the 359 intervening years many
children of the Parish of Harbridge have
benefited from grants of money, initially to
pay for the apprenticeship, then with help
toward the cost of the tools they would
need for the work.
In the 1930s a local lad had some money
toward a bicycle so he could travel to his
place of work in Ringwood.  In 1978,
Elizabeth Sampson had a grant toward tools
to become a harness maker, and 3 of my 4
sons have had grants toward, for 2 of them,
forging tools when they became
apprenticed to farriers, and for the other
one, some very expensive text books when
he went to university.
The Parish Council decided to include the
Parishes of Ibsley and Ellingham in the
awards when the three parishes
amalgamated and the most recent award
has been towards a computer for a young
lady living in Ibsley.
Although the grants are comparatively
small, as we all know, every little counts,
and the money is always very gratefully
received by the young people stepping into
further education, who have benefited.  EHI
Parish Council would like to invite any
young people living in our parish to apply
for grants from the Dodington Trust for
tools, books or other items they may
require for their further education.
The pool of money is, of course, always
decreasing, and if any of our wonderful
parishioners feel they would like to donate
to this very worth charity, this would enable
us to be less stingy with our dwindling
funds.
Councillor Barbara Sampson

Did you know?

Our long-standing ice
cream operator ScoopaNan
was successful in her
tender to continue to
operate at the Moyles Court
parking area for a further
two years.  She sells ice
creams, soft drinks and hot
drinks – so treat yourself to
something next time you
fancy a paddle in Dockens
Water.  Please remember
to take your litter home!

You scream, I
scream, we all
scream for ice cream!

Useful reference links for those
interested in rights of way and our
countryside.

Hampshire County Council Countryside Homepage

http://www3.hants.gov.uk/countryside

Hampshire County Council Rights of Way Homepage

https://www.hants.gov.uk/landplanningandenvironme

nt/rightsofway

Report a problem on a Right of Way

https://www.hants.gov.uk/landplanningandenvironme

nt/rightsofway/reportaproblem

Countryside Reference Guide

https://www.hants.gov.uk/landplanningandenvironme

nt/rightsofway/parishguide

Small Grant Scheme

http://www3.hants.gov.uk/countryside/sgs.htm

Definitive map and statement, public path orders,

closures etc

https://www.hants.gov.uk/landplanningande

nvironment/rightsofway/definitivemap

Design Standards

http://www3.hants.gov.uk/countryside/count

ryside-design-standards.htm

Priority Cutting List

https://www.hants.gov.uk/landplanningande

nvironment/rightsofway/reportaproblem Go

to - Number 4 User Guide, then

programmed work outside of priority

guidelines

Walks and leaflets

http://www3.hants.gov.uk/walking.htm

Our Wildlife
Our Parish is blessed with a wide range of

habitats for wildlife and as a consequence it is

a rich resource for lovers of Natural history. We

have a number of notable plants and animals

that are rare in the UK but locally fairly easy to

see if you know where to look.

We are building a collection of wildlife profiles

on the EHIPC web site for those interested in

our wildlife. This collection of short articles will

gradually grow so pop back now and again to

see what’s new. We are very grateful to

resident Martin Bennett for his text and

fantastic photographs. You can see the items

here: https://ehipc.co.uk/category/parish-

wildlife/


