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VICE CHAIRMAN’S CHAT 
I’m delighted that there at last seems to be some 
progress with getting Faster Broadband to parts of the 
Parish.  There’s an invitation on the back of the 
Newsletter to a meeting in Hyde on 3rd December 
where the proposals will be explained.  All those 
disheartened by their broadband speeds and who 
would benefit from this project should go along.  If 
their scheme is successful we’re hoping for something 
similar for the rest of the Parish in the future. 
Enclosed with the Newsletter is a flyer detailing the 
Christmas services over the festive season for the 
Parish of Hyde with Ellingham and Harbridge. 
On behalf of the Parish Council I would like to thank 
you for all your feedback throughout the year about the 
Council’s work.  Plaudits and brickbats have been 
equally welcome, because without your comments it 
can be difficult to judge if we’re getting it right.  
Remember, this is your parish and the Council is here to 
try and get things done for you! 
Finally, I’d like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. Councillor Emma Lane 
 

Speeding in the Parish 
This is the time of year when the workload on firefighters 

increases.  Longer nights, worsening weather and the 
‘Christmas season’ lend themselves to more car accidents, 

and too often drivers are over both the drink and speed 
limits.  Please plan ahead, allow a little longer for journeys 

and consider nominating a driver for an evening out 
…and watch your speed! 

The faster a vehicle is going when it has a collision, 
the worse the outcome. ALWAYS. 

Jim Spark - Chair of Planning and a Ringwood Firefighter 
 

On the topic of speeding, would you be interested in a 
Community SpeedWatch scheme in the parish?  We are 
keen to set one up. Please contact the Clerk if you would 

 like to know more or become a volunteer.  Cllr Ann Shand 
 
 

  
 
 

Before grumbling about overhanging shrubs and 
vegetation on roads in the parish, do check yours first!  
It is often forgotten that it is the responsibility of 
adjoining landowners to cut back their hedges and 
keep a good level of visibility on our roads.  Be a good 
neighbour!  For further details take a look at:  
http://www3.hants.gov.uk/verge-cutting-details.htm 

 

Feedback, suggestions or articles for inclusion in the 
Newsletter are very welcome, and should be sent to the Clerk 

at ehiparishcouncil@gmail.com  
or 6 Butlers Lane, Ringwood BH24 1UB 

 

What’s in a name? 
Earlier this year the Parish Council was tasked with 
clarifying the name of the road between the Alms 
Houses at the ford over the Lin and South Gorley 
Green.  Is it called Gorley Road or Highwood Lane? 
Ordnance Survey has now acknowledged that a 
mistake was made long ago when printing up from a 
small scale map, and has told us that all future map 
editions will show it as Gorley Road. 
Be assured, there will be no effect on postcodes, 
deeds, telephone directory entries, SatNavs etc. - it is 
just a name correction.  Cllr Jim Spark 
 

Problems on the roads 
To report potholes, flooding, signage, fly tipping and any 
other issues affecting the roads in our parish, please log 
them directly on to HCC Highways HantsWeb website:   

http://www3.hants.gov.uk/roadproblems 
Photos can easily be uploaded to show exactly what and 

where the problem is, and there is a useful tracking 
facility to keep up to date with progress. 

The more who report an issue, the more quickly 
we’re likely to get it dealt with!  

Watch out!  Who’s watching?  
Once again, thieves have been operating in our area - 
stealing from cars at Moyles Court and the High Corner 
Inn.  In both car-parks owners thought they were doing 
the right thing by tucking things out of sight under a seat 
or locking them in the boot. 
But that seemingly innocent looking couple enjoying a 
quiet cup of tea and the view, may be keeping an eye on 
other cars instead.  Once the owners are out of sight, 
secure in the knowledge that they won't be back for a 
while, this couple break in to see what’s hidden and move 
on to their next location. 
Police advice is to leave as much as possible at home, and 
take any other valuables with you when out of sight of 
your car - don't let your day be ruined by a nasty surprise 

on your return.     Cllr Ann Shand 
 

Affordable Housing Project update 
At the Parish Council meeting on 24th November, the 

Council was due to look at a report about the feedback 
from residents who attended either/both the April Open 
Meeting, and the September Public Exhibition, along with 

a report from Hampshire Alliance for Rural Affordable 
Homes (HARAH).   Regrettably, HARAH’s report only 
arrived on the day of the meeting, and added to Cllr 

Burtenshaw’s unanticipated absence (she had compiled 
the Council’s report), it was agreed to hold over this item 

to the meeting on 26th January.  Apologies to all those 
who turned up to contribute to the discussion, but rest 

assured, the Council will allow plenty of opportunity 
for everyone who wants to share their views on this 

   important issue to do so.     Cllr Emma Lane 

 

Early next year suppliers will be invited to put in 
tenders for the ice cream pitch that the Council 
licences on the parking area by the ford at Moyles 
Court owned by the Parish Council. 
Details will be available from the clerk and 
published on our website www.ehipc.co.uk 
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Faster Broadband – we’re getting there 
 

After a lot work (and a few false starts) there’s now the 
prospect of better broadband service for parts of the 

parish.  Sorry, we aren’t able to get it for everyone yet, 
but if you live in the Ibsley / South Gorley area, you’ll 
want to find out what’s being proposed.  So make a 

date to come to the launch presentation at 
Hyde Memorial Hall 

7.30pm on Thursday 3rd December. 
 

Properties/roads in EH&I that are part of the scheme: 
 

- Gorley Rd (from Hucklesbrook ford south to ‘Elmtrees’) 
- Blind Lane   - Ibsley Drove   - Middle Drove 

- Newtown Lane   - A338 (‘The Oaks’) 
- Rd South Gorley to Furzehill (east to ‘Furzehill Farm’) 

- track off Rd through Furzehill (s-east to ‘Forest Moor’) 
 

There’s a lot more information on the Hyde Parish 
website: http://www.hydeparish.net/ , but please 
contact me if you’re unsure if your house will be part of 
this exciting project to get Superfast Broadband  
…or faster!           Roly Errington camtech@talktalk.net 
 
 

Our website continues to improve; it is developing 
well and gets a surprising number of ‘hits’, especially 
on hot topics like affordable housing! The site gets 
updated frequently with a lot of useful information 
including road closures, local authority surveys, Parish 
meetings / minutes and events. You can opt for the 
Newsletter to be sent to you electronically using the 
link on the ‘HOME’ page, and there’s an option to be 
notified of site updates. Our ambition is that the web 
site will become a shop-window for activities in the 
Parish, so if you are organising an event and would like 
to let other residents know about it, please send details 
to the Clerk and it will be considered for inclusion. Take 
a look at www.ehipc.co.uk – all feedback welcome! 

Cllr Richard Loader 

 

Parish Footpaths 
Path 31, Ibsley: the project to replace stiles with kissing 
gates at Ibsley is ongoing, but still at discussion stage. 
Path 41, Ibsley: The footbridge over Harbridge Stream 
was repaired by the HCC Countryside Team in August. 
Thanks are due to Cllr Barbara Sampson who flagged 
up the hazardous state of this bridge and prompted 
quick action by the County Council. 
Path to the west of the A338: This long awaited path 
from Ibsley to Ellingham Crossroads has sadly been 
delayed again, for a further two years. 
Overgrown Paths: Please let the Clerk know of any 
paths difficult to use due to overgrown vegetation or 
fallen trees - we may be able to add this sort of 
clearance work to our Parish Lengthsman Scheme. 
Community Plan - Key Issues:  The Parish Council 
welcome any suggestions for where walkers would like 
to see more ‘joined-up’ or circular paths, greater access 
for pushchairs and wheelchairs and more access to the 
river. Cllr Patrick Webster 

Annual Parish Meeting 
7.30pm, Tuesday 26th April 2016 –Guest Speaker and 

venue details will be published nearer the time. 
 

Correction: Council meetings in January 2016 should 
have been listed: 

Planning Committee – 7.30pm, Tuesday 12th 

Parish Council – 7.30pm, Tuesday 26th 
Please accept the Clerk’s sincere apologies! 

 

THE MOYLES COURT OAK 
 

 
It is a good example of medieval pollarding, a pruning 
technique that stimulates a dense regrowth of foliage 
by harvesting the upper branches of a tree above 
browsing height.  It would have been a sizeable tree 
even in the days of Dame Alice Lisle in the 17th century, 
who would have known the tree well. 
The influential local historian, illustrator and 
archaeologist, Heywood Sumner, featured the Moyles 
Court Oak as the frontispiece of his 1930’s publication, 
Local Papers, describing it: ‘One cannot gaze on such a 
fine old tree without reverence, the reverence due to 
achievement, to age, to a span of life so infinitely 
greater than that of any other living thing’.  
Next time you are passing through Moyles Court take a 
few moments to admire this magnificent ancient oak 
tree.   Cllr Michele Trebilco 
 

The National Park Authority has expanded its team 
of Rangers with the creation of a new post: People and 
Wildlife Ranger.  The role covers the whole of NFDC, 
not just the National Park area.  It is funded by new 
housing development in the district as part of NFDC’s 
Green Way Project – providing spaces for People and 
Wildlife.  It aims to:- 
Reduce the impacts of increased visits to the sensitive 
and designated areas of the Forest by complimenting 
the existing Ranger Teams in promoting messages 
about responsible recreation and raising awareness of 
the special qualities of the National Park, with a strong 
emphasis on Ground Nesting Birds. 
Improve access to non-protected areas by providing 
and promoting green spaces near new developments 
as alternative places for recreation.  These may be 
green spaces in towns and villages or path networks 
currently under used because they are inaccessible, 
uncared for or even unknown.  
The new Ranger, Dawn Rayment, can be contacted at: 
Dawn.rayment@newforestnpa.gov.uk. 

The Moyles Court Oak, also 
known as the King’s Oak, is 
one of the New Forest’s 
noble ‘veteran and ancient’ 
oaks, being around 600 
years old with a girth of 
7.28 metres (24ft!).   
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