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CHAIRMAN’S CHAT 
It’s that time of year again, where the cold, dark 
evenings are upon us.   In many households, frantic 
preparations for Christmas are underway and 
whilst you may be tucked up indoors, sadly thieves 
take the cover of darkness as an opportunity to be 
active.  Do bear a thought for your outbuildings’ 
security as each week the Country Watch team 
report dozens of thefts from outbuildings, secure 
and insecure, and an assessment of security could 
stop you being the next victim.  A wealth of 
information and advice is available on the Safer 
New Forest website 
https://www.newforest.gov.uk/index.cfm?articleid
=7602.  You can contact Scott Graham directly if 
you wish to be a Country Watch member – he is 
happy to conduct site security checks and issue 
‘You are being watched’ posters -  
scott.graham@hampshire.pnn.police.uk. 
Alarmed padlocks and other devices are available 
from the NFDC Council offices, Ringwood Gateway. 
I am very pleased the new owners of Hockey’s Farm 
Shop are hoping to establish the business as more 
of a village shop, giving a much needed service to 
the rural community of Ibsley and Mockbeggar, and 
indeed other nearby villages.  I would like to 
encourage all residents to use the Shop as 
otherwise, and so often is the case with small 
businesses in rural communities, "if we don't use it, 
we lose it"!   
On behalf of all the Members of the Parish Council, I 
would like to wish you all a very Happy Christmas and 
a bright New Year.  We look forward to being of 
service to you in 2014 but do come along to any of 
our meetings on the 2nd (Planning Committee) or 4th 
(Parish Council) Tuesday of each month and let us 
know how we can help. 
Cllr Lindsay Burtenshaw 

Tree Works Planning Applications 
The Planning Committee have recently agreed to trial 
a new process for assessing all tree works planning 
applications received from the NPA Tree Team.  
Councillor John Stokes has happily agreed to be our 
nominated ‘Tree Man’, reviewing the applications, 
liaising with the NPA Tree Team, visiting the site and, 
using his expert knowledge, making his 
recommendation to the Planning Committee outside 
of a formal meeting.  The idea is to try and reduce the 
large number of agenda items the Planning 
Committee consider each month, and after all, the 
NPA Tree Team are the arboricultural experts.  
Therefore, please don’t worry if you don’t see your 
tree works application on an agenda. 

Exciting developments at Hockey’s 
Laura and Jonny Burrell, along with Anne and Robin 

Norris, (Laura's parents) have just taken ownership of 
Hockey's Farm Shop. They are a local family; Anne and 
Robin first moved from Bartley to Poulner in the 60s, 

Laura and Jonny went to local schools. Along with 
other family members they intend to restore Hockey`s 

Farm Shop to its former glory whilst continuing to 
provide quality meat that Hockey's is known for. 
Nathan and his mum Kate, the butcher and shop 

manageress, remain employed by the family. Jonny 
has many years' experience in the food trade and 
under his guidance the family plan to bring fresh 

bread, milk, fruit, veg and newspapers, along with 
other fine and tasty food items to the shop. Their plan 
is that Hockey's will, once again, become a focal point 

for the local community and a destination for those 
who enjoy quality food at affordable prices.  

Do call in and see for yourselves. 

Find them on facebook  - 
facebook.com/Hockeysfarmshop  

or website - naturalmeats@hockeysfarm.co.uk 
 

New phone number 
Please take a note of the new contact number  

for the Clerk - 07929-379646. 
The decision to move to a more competitive mobile 

phone contract was made as, for a long time, the 
rental costs of a landline have been steadily increasing 

for the small amount of calls received. 
You can also email or message the Clerk via the 

website, or text including your name. 

 
Ditching work by Community Payback 

Unfortunately the best laid plans are often thwarted, 
and the October wet weather conspired against us 

and our intention for the Community Payback Service 
to spend 3 days clearing the ditches and culverts from 

Ibsley Service Station to Cross Lanes green  
in mid November. 

The Community Payback team are a group of 
supervised offenders who have been ordered by the 
Courts to undertake a set number of hours of unpaid 
work in the community.  A large variety of tasks can 

be undertaken by the team for the benefit  
of the local community. 

All members of the community are able to nominate a 
project, please refer to the website for further 

information www.communitypayback.com. 
We are rescheduling the work for April 2014, but in 
the meantime please ensure you take responsibility 
for your ditches and culverts, and keep them free of 

debris in order to allow the water a free flow. 
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Sandbag Provision Regarding Flooding 
There is shortly to be a change in District Council 
policy regarding the issuance of sandbags. 
 
For several years the District Council has provided 
sandbags for collection from various locations and 
during some events, have delivered sandbags to 
properties.  However, as the property owner is 
probably aware, it is the responsibility of property 
owners to take all necessary steps to protect their 
own property against flooding and the Council does 
not have a duty to provide sandbags for this purpose. 
 
There are now many flood protection products 
available to property owners that offer better 
performance and a much enhanced level of 
protection compared to sandbags and which, in the 
long-term, are more environmentally sustainable.  
They range from simple door guards and air brick 
covers to complete protection systems.  
 
In recognition of this growing market in property-level 
flood protection products, and of increasing concerns 
about the unsustainable nature of using sandbags due 
to their short life and limited effectiveness, the 
Council proposes to stop making sandbags available 
to the general public from Spring next year. 
  
The National Flood Forum, an independent national 
charity which helps people to prepare for flooding in 
order to prevent it or mitigate its impacts, publishes 
the ‘Blue Pages’, a directory of products and services 
designed to help protect against flooding.  This can be 
viewed at www.nationalfloodforum.org.uk or a copy 
can be obtained by contacting The National Flood 
Forum, Snuff Mill Warehouse, Bewdley, 
Worcestershire DY12 2EL.  Tel: 01299 403 055.  
 
This information should be of help to anyone who is 
likely to suffer flooding.  

If you have any queries on the above please contact 
Stuart Beaton on telephone number 023 8028 5588 

 

Annual award of grants 
Many local organisations benefited from grants 
awarded by the Parish Council in November totalling 
£1,550.  Applications were received from local 
churches to help with the upkeep of their 
churchyards, local charities such as Victim Support 
and the Disability Information Service, and local 
theatre group Forest Forge. 
Each year a budget is set aside for charities, 
organisation or individuals to help boost their income 
in these tough financial times.   
In order to be considered, all applications have to be 
received by the Clerk before 1 October 2014 for the 
next round of awards. 

 
 

Dates for your diary 
Our Annual Parish Meeting will be on Tuesday 22nd 

April at 7.30pm.  Do you have any suggestions of who 
you would be interested in as a Guest Speaker?   

Previous speakers include Alison Barnes and Steve 
Avery from the National Park Authority, Lee Hulin of 

the National Trust.   
All suggestions to the Clerk please. 

New rules for dog owners 
From 6 April 2016, the Government has announced it 

will be a legal requirement for all owners to  
microchip their dogs.  This can cost around £20. 

The Dogs Trust organisation has contacted the Parish 
Council advising they are providing a FREE roaming 
micro-chipping service around the UK.  Just bring 

along your dog, the microchip is simply injected into 
the back of the neck, then complete the owner and 

address details on the paperwork. 
The Parish Council would be happy to help facilitate 

such an event – would you be interested?  Please 
contact the Clerk to register your interest in order for 

her to organise the event. 
 

Renovated Cattle Grid - Rockford 
There is a peaceful stillness in the air near Rockford 
Green – the noisy cattle grid has at last been fully 

replaced by Hampshire Highways!  After many 
resident complaints and some temporary fixes, HCC 
Highways made the decision to fully replace it and 

actually install a firm foundation for the grid.   
Whilst it did cause a degree of inconvenience to those 
who use the road regularly, I think most would agree 

it was worth it.  Clerk 

Press Release from... 

Community First New Forest...building 

relationships, enabling action! 
Do you want to volunteer over the 

Christmas and New Year period? 
Ever wish there was more to Christmas than bad 

television and too much food?  
Or perhaps you’re on your own this Christmas and 

you want to get out and meet people?  
Do something positive for your community and for 

yourself by volunteering this Christmas.  
It’s a great way of meeting new people, learning new 
skills and feeling connected to your local community. 

New Forest Volunteer Centre has various 
opportunities for people to volunteer through 

December and over the Christmas period within the 
New Forest and further afield. 

For more information you can search online:- 
www.cfnf.org.uk/PDF_Files/Volunteers/xmas_vol_leaf

let_2013.pdf 
Or contact Sarah Suddrey in the Volunteer Centre on 

01425 482773 email: vol.bureau@cfnf.org.uk 
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