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CHAIRMAN’S CHAT 
It has been a busy few weeks, what with replacing the 
dragons teeth at Moyles Court ford with a combination 
of ditch and bank, as recommended by Natural England 
as their favoured method of protecting verges, and also 
new dragon’s teeth which have very nifty parking sensor 
reflective lights which should warn drivers of the 
existence of the post before it is too late!  My thanks to 
Cllr Errington and the clerk for their work on this project. 
I am also pleased to see a working relationship 
established between National Trust and Forest Fit Club, a 
small group of people who use the forest throughput the 
year, come rain or shine, to keep fit.  The National Trust 
has granted a six month licence to Forest Fit Club to use 
Rockford Common as an exercise area. Before the 
licence was granted, an extensive consultation was 
carried out in which the views of local people and 
partner organisations in the New Forest were sought. 
Natural England has given its consent to the proposal 
and it is their view that it will not damage or disturb the 
special conservation interest of the area.  The Trust 
commented "Sites like Rockford Common are there for 
the recreational use and benefit of all, and the Trust 
supports local groups who encourage outdoor activities, 
whether this is riding, wildlife watching, walking or 
running." 
I have recently attended a training course which focused 
on planning; quite a controversial topic at the best of 
times, but very enlightening.  Despite being on the 
council for 5 years, it was still eye opening and gave me 
food for thought.  For example, understanding what a 
Neighbourhood Plan is and whether we should consider 
encouraging our immediate local region to have one.  
Essentially a Neighbourhood Plan maps out how we 
want our local area to develop from a built environment 
point of view and provide a vision of the local area for 
the future.  Specifically if it’s not in the plan then it won't 
happen/get built.  Feel free to get in touch if you have 
any thoughts on this or any other issue you would like to 
discuss further. 
Many thanks for your continued support and feedback. 
Cllr Emma Lane, Vice Chairman 

 
We are still anxious to recruit residents to help with 
our ‘Community Speedwatch’ programme.   
Rather than mentally berating people zooming past 
you endangering the lives of stock, amongst other 
things,can you give a little time to help the Police to 
calm things a little by allowing drivers to see what 
speed they are actually doing BEFORE  they get  
fined or have points on their licences?  Times would 
be to suit you, and YOU know, probably better than 
anyone else, where excess speed is a problem. 
Please contact the Clerk.  Cllr Shand 

What's in a name? 
Prior to doomsday a hermit monk named HERDE 
would ferry people across the river Avon. He 
subsequently built a bridge known as 
"Herdebridge", hence "Harbridge". 
A farmstead existed near the church in Kent Lane, 
probably worked by monks.  
Prior to 1263 AD the Purchaden family had a manor 
house and land at the north of the village, cellars 
and a Ha-Ha exist to this day.  
In the valley bottom flint flensing pits were 
discovered by the side of a little brook and in the 
very dry summer of 1976 aerial photos identified 
two large ring-circles on the high ground North-East 
of North End farm, which was probably a Roman 
settlement, as we know, the Romans navigated the 
river at least as far as Fordingbridge.  
Earthenware was made in Harbridge up to the 
1830s and many shards can be picked up from the 
bed of the little stream by the side of the Green 
and surrounding fields and gardens.  
On a visit to the Vatican a few years ago I saw a 
14th century map showing our part of England, and 
it named only four places high-lighted, Winchester, 
Sarum, Southampton and Harbridge.  
More to come next time! 
 Councillor John Stokes 

 

The new and improved Parish council Website is up 
and running. Have a look at ehipc.co.uk and you will 
find a new format and lots of information about the 
Parish, the Parish Council and the work we do as 
well as events and items of local interest. Please 
feel free to use the comments page to let us know 
that you have looked at the site and what you think 
about it. Is there anything we have missed or a link 
that doesn’t work? Would you like us to have a link 
to any particular sites you think are relevant to the 
parish or do you want us to put up some of your 
information for our Parishioners to look at? 
You can also use the comments link to send our 
clerk your email address and we can keep you up to 
date with the newsletter by email. We will not pass 
your mail to anyone else but perhaps there is other 
information you would like us to make a mailing list 
about?? 
Cllr Jim Spark 
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MAKEOVER FOR MOYLES COURT FORD 
The County Council installed the original barrier 
scheme around the ford at Moyles Court nearly ten 
years ago to stop vehicles parking all over the SSSI 
designated verges; it was also intended to separate 
the cars from where people picnicked and played 
around the stream.  However, from the outset, the 
low barriers were prone to breaking and being 
knocked out of the ground, particularly when up 
against a sturdy vehicle!  
Due to the wear and tear the cost of repairs has 
increased year on year, and the Parish Council felt 
the time had come when it would be more cost-
effective to replace everything, and take the 
opportunity to improve the layout and make it look 
more like other New Forest parking and protection 
schemes.  With the help of a generous grant from 
the Hanson Concrete Charitable Trust, we have 
now been able to do it.  
Having agreed with Natural England and the 
National Park Authority that a radical re-design of 
the parking areas would not appropriate, at first 
glance it may look as if the barriers have just been 
replaced by dragons' teeth.  However, all the bays 
are now slightly larger, to take account of cars 
having got a bit bigger in the last ten years; the 
splays have been re-shaped to make it easier to get 
in and reverse out; and adding more posts with 
high-level reflective markers is intended to take the 
guesswork out of where the teeth are. 

 Before...                                                  

... and after 
 
The verge barriers opposite Moyles Court School, 
and round the corner into Ellingham Drove, have 
been removed and replaced by a ditch and bank 
divider.  This will very quickly start to grass over as 
the seedbed was left in situ, so by next year should 
all be returning to green.  To the south of Dockens 
Water, dragons' teeth have replaced the barriers.  

The final phase of the works will be to resurface the 
worn out and heavily pot-holed parking areas with 
local hoggin.  
Our thanks to Gary North and his team at the 
Forestry Commission for the quality of the finished 
scheme and the incredible speed they carried out 
the makeover.  Compared with the weeks of 
negotiation and getting approval that went into the 
planning, putting it all in place took just a few 
hours!  
Cllr Errington 
 

This year’s Annual Parish Meeting 

The Annual Parish Meeting will be held on Tuesday 
23 April at Ellingham Church Hall at 7.30pm.  Please 
come along to hear the Chairman’s Annual Report, 
this year’s Guest Speaker Lee Hulin, National Trust 
Outdoors Ranger and take the opportunity to 
address the Parish Council and the Guest Speaker 
on any topics that of concern within the Parish. 
Topped off with some nibbles and refreshments, 

we look forward to welcoming you! 

 

Dates for your diary 
Guided Walk by the National Trust 

There will be a guided walk 'open day' provided by 
the National Trust at Rockford Common on 

Saturday 20th April, meeting at the Sandpit Car 
park.  It will provide an opportunity to meet the 

National Trust team and understand their work in 
the New Forest. There are three scheduled walks 
during the day at: 10:00, 11:30 and 13:00, lasting 

1hr approx. Maximum number of persons for each 
walk is 20. Booking is essential, please call the 

National Trust office at Burgate on 01425 650035. 
Community Ragwort pull and Litter Pick 

Saturday 13 July 10.30am 
Wear some suitable footwear and bring some 

sturdy gloves and meet at Cross Lanes Chapel to 
help rid the Parish of this poisonous weed 

Ellingham and Ringwood Agricultural Show 
Saturday 10th August 2013 

The Parish Council will have a stand – do come and 
find us on the day! 

 

Fuel Oil Theft Alert 
New Forest residents and businesses are urged to 
step up the security of their heating and diesel oil 
following recent thefts. Thieves are targeting fuel 
tanks at farms, transport depots, businesses and 
homes in the forest due to the rising cost and the 
prolonged cold weather, which places an extra 
demand on heating. Follow this link for information 
on how to prevent it:- 
http://www.safer.newforest.gov.uk/index.cfm?arti
cleid=7602&CFID=21258974&CFTOKEN=95128711 


