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CHAIRMAN’S CHAT 
Firstly and on behalf of the Parish Council, I should 
like to wish you all a very Happy New Year.  As can 
be seen from the other articles in the enclosed 
newsletter, there seems to be much going on to 
keep us Councillors busy, so much so, I'm only 
'allowed' a few lines for my Chat! 
We're still working on long-term and sustainable 
solutions to several of the on-going concerns in the 
Parish, which have been exacerbated last year and 
over the winter by the dreadful weather we've 
had:- 
- flooding in low-lying areas and the need to keep all 
ditches and culverts clear and free from blockages. 
- protection of SSSI verges as required under our 
management agreement with Natural England, 
many of which are one of the only habitats in 
Hampshire for the unusual Small Fleabane plant. 
- conundrum of easing parking problems for those 
who wish to enjoy the recreation of the New Forest.  
Finding the right balance between minimising the 
impact of any measures that might be taken and 
avoiding creating any adverse ones is not easy, and 
we would welcome suggestions you may have for 
improvements to any area.  Although we're aware 
of many of the very localised issues, we certainly 
don't know about them all!  So please carry on 
reporting any problems you know about to the 
Clerk. 
Please support the Annual Parish Meeting in April 
and in the meantime continue to direct comments 
to any Councillor or the Clerk. 
Cllr Lindsay Burtenshaw 

Volunteers Wanted 
Have you ever considered becoming more involved 
with your community? Or even wondered what is 
involved in becoming a Parish Councillor?  The Parish 
Council are looking for several volunteers who have 
either specific areas of expertise to share with the 
Parish Council, or are willing to take on projects which 
may have a direct impact on our community.  If you 
are interested, please contact the Parish Clerk. 

Guided Walk by The National Trust 
There will be a guided walk 'open day' provided by the 
National Trust at Rockford Common on Saturday 20th 
April, meeting at the Sandpit Car park.  It will provide 
an opportunity to meet the National Trust team and 
understand their work in the New Forest.  Details of 
times will follow in the next newsletter. 
 

= Faster Broadband in the Parish = 
 

 Over the last year Moyles Court School has been 
extensively researching ways to improve the 
internet service needed at the school.  Part of this 
research included whether they might also be able 
to help bring faster broadband to the wider parish, 
large areas of which suffer from very slow 
connection speeds. 

By this Spring the school should have a fibre optic 
connection up and running.  Their current needs 
will take up about 10% capacity of this service, 
leaving the rest for future growth and possible use 
of homes in the parish. 

If a community-led or other type of organisation 
wanted to supply and run the necessary 
infrastructure, the school is very generously offering 
to lease this remaining capacity for use by 
householders and businesses in the parish.  The 
connection is being set up so that additional 
capacity can easily be added in the future if needed. 

BT Openreach will be starting work on the BDUK 
(Broadband Delivery UK) contract for Hampshire in 
late Spring.  With funding from Openreach, HCC and 
District Councils, this scheme is intended to take the 
number of premises capable of receiving Superfast 
Broadband (min. speeds of 24Mbit) up to 90% by 
2015.  However, it is probable that across the NFDC 
area alone some 7-10,000 premises will receive 
little or no benefit from it. 

Once more details of the planned works by 
Openreach are available, NFDC will be contacting 
residents about the likely future of internet services 
in rural areas, and asking them to take part in a 
survey on broadband needs. 

Largely thanks to the head start offered by the 
Moyles Court School initiative, EHIPC has been 
chosen as one of three pilot areas in the District to 
work out how best to get decent broadband 
services to where they are needed. 

When the survey comes, please help by taking part 
(sorry - yet another to fill in!), the information 
gathered will be very useful.  If you have any 
questions in the meantime, please contact Natasha 
Mackenzie, the Clerk, who will put you in contact 
with the right person to answer them. 
Cllr Roly Errington 
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Annual Grants 
 EHI awarded a total of £1,150 in grants to local 
organisations at the October Parish Council 
meeting, helping the successful organisations 
maintain facilities, footpaths and services to the 
local community.  There is still £350 available in this 
year’s budget, so if you are a local organisation, 
group, charity, business or even an individual who 
needs help and feels they could benefit from a small 
contribution, please apply in writing to the Clerk. 
 Needless to say, the reasons behind the request 
would need to be given!  Each case would be 
treated on its own merits and considered at a Parish 
Council meeting. 

EHI Newsletter 
If you wish to receive the EHI newsletter by email, 
please forward your details to the Clerk.  It would 
be helpful if you can also state whether you would 
be interested in receiving emails on any other 
Parish related items that the Clerk feels may be of 
interest to a resident.  With the sharp rise in the 
cost of producing and sending the newsletter, any 
small savings are valuable!  Email addresses will 
only be used by the Parish Council and will not be 
passed onto third parties. 

The Community Plan - completed and delivered! 
The Community Plan has taken a long road but it is 
finally completed.  It has been hand delivered to 
residents during the first two weeks of January, so 
please contact the Community Plan Steering Group 
Secretary Simon Richardson on 01425 656172 if you 
have not yet received a copy. 
Should you have any comments or wish to offer 
help to implement some of its findings, please 
contact the Secretary or the Parish Clerk. 
Naturally if we did not have the input of the 
residents this document wouldn’t exist, so on 
behalf of the Steering Group, thank you for all your 
information.  We hope you find it both interesting 
to read and a useful document which generally 
aligns with your views of community priorities and 
concerns. 
Cllr Simon Richardson 

 
This year’s Annual Parish Meeting 
The Annual Parish Meeting will be held on Tuesday 
23 April at Ellingham Church Hall at 7.30pm.  Pop 
the date in your diary and come along to hear the 
Chairman’s Annual Report, this year’s Guest 
Speaker (to be confirmed) and take the opportunity 
to address the Parish Council and the Guest Speaker 
on any topics that of concern within the Parish. 
Topped off with some nibbles and refreshments, we 
look forward to welcoming you! 
 

 
Rockford Farm 

As part of its long-term support for commoning in 
the New Forest, HCC bought part of Rockford Farm 
when it was put up for auction recently. 
A partnership is being set up between the County, 
National Park Authority, National Trust, New Forest 
Trust, Verderers, New Forest Association, 
Commoners' Defence Association, and other 
charitable bodies and organisations with interests in 
the Forest, to help research and develop the best 
use of the site, with each of them contributing 
funding and/or expertise.  This will involve a lot 
work and, until complete, the holding is being let to 
a local young Commoner to maintain the land and 
graze his stock. The Parish Council warmly supports 
and encourages this unique project.  

 

Affordable Housing Drop In Event 
20 September 2012 

Approximately 20 people attended the drop in 
event. As a direct result, 7 households came 
forward stating they have a need for this type of 
housing and a local connection to the parish. Some 
of the reasons given included the inability to afford 
to pay high market house prices or private sector 
rents on current income, living in insecure 
tenancies, the need to start first home and to be 
closer to work. 
Rural affordable housing is housing which is 
provided in rural parishes for local people who 
would not otherwise be able to afford to live locally 
(e.g. to rent or buy in the local housing market). It is 
normally owned by a Housing Association and 
rented at a weekly rent that is below a market rent. 
Shared ownership/shared equity homes are partly 
purchased by the resident and partly owned by the 
Housing Association. This housing is strictly for local 
people and is specified in a legal agreement 
attached to the planning permission called a Section 
106 agreement, which ensures all future lettings 
remain in perpetuity for local people. 
Hampshire Alliance for Rural Affordable Housing 
(HARAH) is the partnership developing small rural 
affordable housing schemes for local people across 
Hampshire Villages. Members of the partnership 
include New Forest District Council and New Forest 
National Park. The partnership has recently 
completed two small schemes in the parishes of 
Breamore and Martin, all affordable rented homes 
for local people on modest incomes. The Parish 
Council are in possession of the full report and plan 
to consider this issue further at a future Parish 
Council meeting, to discuss whether they wish to 
support the development of a small scheme within 
the Parish.  
Mags Wylie, Senior Rural Housing Enabler, HARAH 


