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To contact a member of your Safer Neighbourhoods 
team

 call 101 or email: 

fordingbridge.snt@hampshire.pnn.police.uk

BEAT SURGERIES
Stables Tea Rooms - Hyde 
3rd Wednesday of each month 
at 10.00hrs

On-Line Forum –  3rd 

Wednesday of each month at 
10.00hrs at WWW.TWITTER.COM 
@fdgbridgepolice

Theft from Vehicle Reduction

Local officers supported by a forest-wide dedicated 
vehicle crime team have had a dramatic effect on vehicle 
crime.  Over the last year there were just 9 reported 
thefts from vehicles on the beat compared to 34 the 
previous year. A strategy of covert and overt daily 
patrols, offering crime prevention advice, adopting a risk 
spotting scheme, deploying police trap vehicles and 
trackable assets has proved very effective.  In addition, 
police identified and targeted prolific offenders which 
resulted in custodial sentences for some.  

Rural car parks are still being targeted, usually between 
10.00hrs and 16.00hrs.  Handbags are frequently stolen 
from the boot area and foot-wells of cars.  Police advice 
is to remove all valuables and leave nothing on display 
which may attract unwanted attention.

If it’s not possible to remove all items police recommend 
that motorists stop at a mile or so from the intended 
destination and hide items out of sight. There is 
considerable evidence to prove thieves monitor the car 
parks and observe unsuspecting people place items in 
the boot on their arrival, then break in to the car.

Crime Statistics

The list below provides a 
summary of incidents January – 
March 2013. This now includes 

Speeding Offences where 
prosecution is sought. It is not 

appropriate to include all  
incidents, such as domestic  

related disputes.  

• Anti-Social Behaviour – 
13

• Assault 2
• Criminal Damage – 5
• Drug – 1
• Burglary – 1
• Non-Dwelling Burglary 

(Shed / Garage / 
Outbuilding) – 10

• Drink Driving – 1
• Handling Stolen Goods 

- 1
• Public Order - 1
• Road Traffic Collision –

8
• Speeding - 41
• Suspicious Incident – 

31
• Theft – 4
• Theft from Vehicle – 1
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Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB)

Police  routinely  patrol  the rural  car parks to identify 
and reduce ASB.  Such activity includes, using the car 
park  as  a  car  skid  pan  or  race  track,  playing  loud 
music,  unauthorised  camping  and  fires,   criminal 
damage, littering and illicit drug use.  

Police recently averted an illegal ‘Rave’ by identifying 
commercial sound equipment and lighting rigs in a car 
park.  A  group  were  then  dispersed  and  officers 
prevented  others  entering  the  car  park.  These 
gatherings can attract 100’s of party-goers and cause 
major disruption and nuisance to local communities.  

With  the  summer  approaching  and  the  lighter 
evenings nocturnal patrols will  be increased and any 
offences will be dealt with robustly.

Police have wide ranging powers to tackle these issues 
including the power  to seize vehicles  and equipment. 
Residents  are  asked  to  report  any  unwanted  or 
suspicious  car  park  activity  to  police  on  101 
immediately.

Non-Dwelling Burglary

Over the last year there has been a significant increase 
theft from outbuildings.  47 incidents were reported to 
police over the past year, compared to 23 the previous 
year.  

Garden power tools are often targeted. Approximately 60% 
of outbuildings were found to be insecure.  Police 
recommend that all outbuildings are locked, ideally with two 
locks at each point of entry.  Close-shackled padlocks are 
preferable as they are more resistant to attack. Shed 
alarms should also be considered.

High value items should be removed from all outbuildings, 
where possible.  Petrol tools such as lawn mowers should 
not be stored in the house.  Such items should be locked to 
a ground or wall anchor inside the outbuilding.  Residents 
are also urged to record full make, model and serial 
numbers of all equipment and to retain a photograph of 
each item.  This will help police to identify an owner should 
property be recovered. 

Forensic marking kits are readily available and inexpensive. 
The internet will provide details of many products.  

Farewell to Danni

After almost three years service to the rural communities, PCSO Danni Clarke left the team in February.  This 
followed her promotion to Police Constable and she is now undertaking her initial training at Netley.  Danni will 
then be posted to Southampton central police station which will provide many opportunities to develop a strong 
foundation of policing skills.  We would like to thank Danni for her hard work and support.  Many local residents 
and Councillors have already expressed their gratitude to her and best wishes for the future.

PCSO Daisy Tower has been appointed to replace Danni.  She has completed her initial training and is currently 
undertaking ‘on the beat’ training supported by another PCSO from Ringwood.   Daisy will join us in April and we 
wish her every success.  PC Russ Skinner will help Daisy to settle into the new role and you will see them both at 
forthcoming local events and shows.  Daisy will also become the primary contact for local schools and youth 
groups and is looking forward to meeting everyone.


